
UNGOVERNED 

The cost of principle in captured systems. 

 
 

PROLOGUE: THE WORD THAT BROKE THE SPELL 

March 11, 2025 - Law Society of Saskatchewan Hearing Decision 

"Mr. Burlingham is ungovernable." 

They meant it as condemnation. It’s a confession. 

In that single word, the entire edifice of Canadian legal legitimacy cracked. Not because Davin Burlingham 
was ungovernable—but because they admitted they required governance through compliance rather than 
justice through law. 

This is not the story of a lawyer who lost his license. This is the autopsy of institutional legitimacy, 
performed in real time, with the patient still breathing. 

The system died the moment it spoke that word. 

Burlingham was judged ungovernable, by the ungoverned. 

 

PART I: THE ARCHITECTURE OF CAPTURE 

Chapter 1: The Sealed Kingdom 

How Canadian Law Became a Closed System 

The architecture was elegant in its simplicity: control the record, control the narrative. Control the narrative, 
control justice. 

●​ The Transcript Monopoly: Court records as state property, not public evidence 
●​ The Audio Prohibition: Why Rule 9-33 exists to prevent documentation 
●​ The Circular Accountability: Law Societies investigating lawyers who appear before judges 

appointed by politicians who are advised by Law Societies 
●​ The Professional Immunity Circuit: How "courtesy and respect" became institutional armour 
●​ The Transparency Paradox: Public justice performed in institutional darkness 

"They built a system that cannot be observed, then declared observation illegal." 



Case Study: Compare Saskatchewan court transparency to Estonia's fully digital, publicly accessible court 
system. The technical capability exists—the political will does not. 

Chapter 2: The Language of Institutional Protection 

Semantic Warfare Against Truth 

When institutions cannot defeat the substance, they criminalize the tone. 

●​ Decoding Professional Misconduct: "Unfounded," "intemperate," "ungovernable" as deflection 
vocabulary 

●​ The Civility Trap: How procedural politeness shields substantive corruption 
●​ Characterization Over Evidence: When official documents substitute judgment for proof 
●​ The Courtesy Cage: Why lawyers cannot criticize the system they serve 
●​ Tone Policing as Truth Suppression: The conversion of facts into feelings 

"They did not refute his allegations. They made the allegations themselves misconduct." 

Documentary Evidence: Line-by-line linguistic analysis of the Burlingham hearing decision, revealing how 
institutional language operates as immune system response. 

Chapter 3: The Guild's Protection Racket 

How Professional Self-Regulation Became Public Betrayal 

The Law Society of Saskatchewan is not a public protector. It is a guild protector. 

●​ Revenue Incentive Analysis: How member fees create conflict of interest in discipline 
●​ The Regulatory Capture Doctrine: When regulators serve the regulated, not the public 
●​ Professional Discipline as Reputation Management: Protecting the profession's image over public 

interest 
●​ The Complaint Impossibility: Filing grievances with the system you're grieving 
●​ Guild Loyalty Over Client Service: When professional obligation inverts legal duty 

"They regulate lawyers in the interest of lawyers, then call it public protection." 

Financial Analysis: Law Society of Saskatchewan budget breakdown—where the money comes from, 
where it goes, what it protects. 

 

PART II: THE BELIEVER 

Chapter 4: Built for the Law 

The Making of a Legal Fundamentalist 



Davin Burlingham was not born to rebel. He was raised to believe. That belief became the system's 
undoing. 

●​ The Bloodline: Burlingham Cuelenaere as Saskatchewan legal dynasty 
●​ The Education: University of Saskatchewan to UBC Law—complete institutional immersion 
●​ The Articling: Learning the system from Wardell Gillis to practice independence 
●​ The True Believer Problem: What happens when someone actually expects justice from the justice 

system 
●​ The Generational Contradiction: Raised on legal ideals, confronted with legal reality 

"He was not rebelling against the law. He was defending it." 

Personal Profile: The man behind the case—family history, professional development, the gradual 
recognition that the system had abandoned its principles. 

Chapter 5: The Client Who Changed Everything 

When System Failure Became Personal 

Every revolution has its triggering moment. For Burlingham, it was a client the system failed. 

●​ The Case That Broke Him: Client Jane Smith and the moment institutional failure became 
undeniable 

●​ Professional Competence vs. Systemic Corruption: When doing your job becomes impossible 
within the system 

●​ The Representative's Dilemma: How do you serve a client in a rigged game? 
●​ Ethical Inversion: When following professional rules means betraying professional duty 
●​ The Recording Imperative: Why he began documenting what courts wouldn't preserve 

"A lawyer's first duty is to the client, not the court. When those conflict, the system reveals its priority." 

Case Reconstruction: What happened to client Jane Smith, how the system failed, why traditional legal 
remedies were insufficient. 

Chapter 6: December 19, 2023—The Walk-Out 

The Day Principle Met Procedure 

This was not a tantrum. This was a declaration of independence. 

●​ The Hearing: Courtroom dynamics, judicial behavior, the moment of recognition 
●​ "I Can Do What I Want": When judicial power drops its democratic mask 
●​ The Calculation: Professional suicide as moral necessity 
●​ The Exit: Not abandonment of duty—refusal to participate in its perversion 
●​ Institutional Shock: What happens when compliance is withdrawn 

"He did not leave the courtroom. He left the illusion." 



Minute-by-Minute Reconstruction: The December 19th hearing, based on available records, witness 
accounts, and Burlingham's documentation. 

Chapter 7: The Underground Archive 

Unauthorized Recording as Democratic Necessity 

When the system refuses transparency, citizens must create it. 

●​ Rule 9-33 as Evidence Suppression: The real reason courts ban recording 
●​ Surreptitious Documentation: Recording as public service, not professional misconduct 
●​ The Transparency Defense: Why secrecy serves corruption, not justice 
●​ Technology vs. Institutional Control: How smartphones threaten legal opacity 
●​ The Democratic Imperative: Public justice requires public documentation 

"If justice fears observation, it is not justice." 

Technical Analysis: The tools available for court documentation, legal restrictions vs. democratic necessity, 
international comparisons of court transparency. 

 

PART III: THE PROSECUTION 

Chapter 8: Nine Charges, One Crime 

Anatomy of Institutional Retaliation 

The formal complaint reveals more about the system than about Burlingham. 

●​ Allegation by Allegation: The real meaning behind each charge 
●​ Professional Competence as Weapon: How client service becomes grounds for discipline 
●​ The Communication Trap: Non-response to Law Society as evidence of guilt 
●​ Public Criticism as Professional Heresy: When truth-telling becomes misconduct 
●​ The Corruption Allegations: What he said, what he documented, why it terrified them 
●​ "Ungovernable": The charge that revealed everything 

"They could not refute his allegations. So they criminalized making them." 

Legal Document Analysis: Complete breakdown of the March 22, 2024 formal complaint, with institutional 
motivations exposed. 

Chapter 9: The Tribunal of the Captured 

Justice Performed by the Unjust 

The hearing committee was not seeking truth. It was performing legitimacy. 



●​ The Panel: Rochelle Wempe, Melissa Nicolls, Len Daniels—profiles in institutional loyalty 
●​ Present November 8, Absent January 23: Strategic disengagement as final statement 
●​ The Predetermined Outcome: How institutional tribunals protect institutions 
●​ Evidence They Ignored: What the committee refused to address 
●​ The March 11, 2025 Decision: Formal findings as institutional immune response 

"He was judged by the system he exposed. The verdict was inevitable." 

Tribunal Analysis: Who are these committee members? What are their institutional ties? How do Law 
Society hearing committees actually function? 

Chapter 10: Professional Execution 

Disbarment as Institutional Cleansing 

The penalty phase was not about justice. It was about erasure. 

●​ May 2, 2025: The final hearing he refused to attend 
●​ Trustees Appointed: Scott Spencer and Dustin Gillanders—corporate cleanup crew 
●​ The Sanctions: Disbarment, costs, fees—institutional excommunication 
●​ Professional Death Sentence: How the system eliminates dissent 
●​ The Message Sent: What happens to lawyers who choose principle over procedure 

"They did not just end his career. They attempted to erase his right to speak." 

Penalty Analysis: The financial and professional consequences, trustee appointment process, comparative 
disciplinary outcomes for similar cases. 

 

PART IV: THE REPLACEMENT ARCHITECTURE 

Chapter 11: Justice After the State 

What Law Looks Like When It's Actually Legal 

The system's failure creates the imperative for its replacement. 

●​ Transparency by Design: Systems that cannot hide their operations 
●​ Immutable Documentation: Court records that cannot be altered or suppressed 
●​ Distributed Arbitration: Justice without captured judges 
●​ Reputation Networks: Accountability through visibility, not regulation 
●​ The Compression Ledger: Public record systems that render institutional control obsolete 

"When the system cannot be reformed, it must be replaced." 



Technical Specifications: Detailed blueprints for post-institutional justice systems, with working prototypes 
and implementation pathways. 

Chapter 12: The Ungoverned Network 

From Individual Resistance to Collective Sovereignty 

Burlingham is not alone. He was first. 

●​ Other Walk-Outs: Lawyers who've left the system worldwide 
●​ The Dissenter's Playbook: Common patterns in institutional rejection 
●​ Professional Martyrdom: The cost of principle in captured professions 
●​ Underground Networks: How expelled professionals continue serving justice 
●​ The Multiplication Effect: How individual refusal becomes collective resistance 

"He was not the first. He will not be the last." 

Network Mapping: Identifying other institutional dissidents, building connections, creating mutual support 
systems. 

Chapter 13: Sovereignty Without Permission 

Operating Beyond Institutional Control 

This is not about reform. This is about replacement. 

●​ Post-Professional Practice: Legal work without Law Society manipulation 
●​ Alternative Dispute Resolution: Justice outside captured courts 
●​ Client Protection: Serving justice without institutional sanction 
●​ Economic Independence: Revenue models for ungoverned legal practice 
●​ Community Building: Creating support networks for institutional dissidents 

"They took his license. They could not take his knowledge, or his clients' need for justice." 

Practical Guide: How to seek the use of law outside captured institutional frameworks. 

 

PART V: THE DOCTRINE 

Chapter 14: The Ungovernable Manifesto 

Operating Principles for Post-Institutional Justice 

These are not suggestions. These are requirements. 

The Five Principles: 



1.​ Refuse Captured Arbitration: Never submit disputes to compromised authority 
2.​ Document Everything: Create immutable records of institutional failure 
3.​ Serve Justice, Not Courts: Professional duty transcends institutional loyalty 
4.​ Speak Truth Regardless: Transparency over professional survival 
5.​ Build Alternatives: Don't reform the system—replace it 

"When institutions become ungovernable, the governed must become ungoverned." 

Implementation Framework: How to apply these principles in daily practice, professional life, and civic 
engagement. 

Chapter 15: To Those Still Inside 

A Message for the Licensed and Compliant 

This chapter is for every lawyer still carrying a Law Society card, still appearing in captured courts, still 
pretending the system works. 

●​ The Compliance Trap: How staying licensed enables systemic corruption 
●​ Professional Cowardice: The moral cost of institutional comfort 
●​ The Exit Strategy: How to leave the system while continuing to serve justice 
●​ Preparation for Sovereignty: Skills and resources needed for post-institutional practice 
●​ The Choice: Professional comfort or professional conscience 

"Your license is not your legitimacy. Your silence is your complicity." 

Personal Assessment Tools: How to evaluate your own position within captured institutions, with concrete 
steps for principled disengagement. 

 

EPILOGUE: THE VERDICT REVERSED 

History's Final Judgment 

June 2026 - One Year After Disbarment 

The Law Society of Saskatchewan got what it wanted: Davin Burlingham no longer practices law under 
their jurisdiction. 

Davin Burlingham got what he needed: freedom to serve justice without institutional constraint. To serve 
those the system is designed to victimize. 

His business thrives. His clients receive better service outside the captured system than they ever received 
within it. His reputation grows while the Law Society's credibility diminishes. 



The system that called him ungovernable proves daily that it itself is not governed by law, ethics, or public 
interest. 

The question is no longer whether the system is corrupt. 

The question is when you will stop pretending it isn't. 

"They thought they were ending his career. They began their own institutional obituary." 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix A: The Complete Legal Archive 

●​ Formal Complaint (March 22, 2024) - Full Text 
●​ Hearing Committee Decision (March 11, 2025) - Complete with Analysis 
●​ Penalty Documentation (May 2, 2025) - Financial and Professional Sanctions 
●​ Correspondence Record - All Law Society Communications 
●​ Supporting Legal Precedents - Comparative Cases 

Appendix B: Institutional Capture Documentation 

●​ Law Society of Saskatchewan Financial Analysis 
●​ Hearing Committee Member Profiles and Institutional Connections 
●​ Judicial Appointment Process Analysis 
●​ Professional Discipline Statistical Analysis 

Appendix C: Technical Replacement Specifications 

●​ Blockchain Court Record System Architecture 
●​ Distributed Arbitration Platform Design 
●​ Reputation Network Implementation Guide 
●​ Transparency Technology Deployment Manual 

Appendix D: The Ungoverned Toolkit 

●​ FOIP Request Templates for Legal System Information 
●​ Document Verification and Storage Systems 
●​ Secure Communication Protocols 
●​ Community Organization Guidelines 
●​ Alternative Practice Business Models 

Appendix E: International Comparative Analysis 

●​ Legal System Transparency Rankings by Country 
●​ Professional Discipline Systems Worldwide 



●​ Institutional Capture Indicators and Measurements 
●​ Successful Legal System Reform Case Studies 

 

FINAL DECLARATION 

This book is not entertainment. It’s instruction. 

This story is not history. It ‘s prophecy. 

This system is not reformable. It’s replaceable. 

When they call you ungovernable, thank them. 

They just confirmed you're free. 

 

"The moment one person chooses principle over institutional approval, the institution reveals whether it 
serves principle or only itself. The Law Society of Saskatchewan chose itself. History will remember both 
the choice and the consequence." 

- Ungoverned 
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