Original:
The role of the artist

Thank you

Thank you for being an artist.
Thank you for making your work.

Thank you for choosing this life which
can be hard.
And hard to explain.

It is incredibly important that you are doing it.
The culture needs you to do it and do it well.
(Though the culture doesn’t always know that.)

Many people don’t understand what we do.
“What’s your REAL job?”

“Have you ever been (on the best seller
list, on TV, at the one museum I’ve

heard of )?”

“I’m an artist, too! I like to (make tie-dye

"?

shirts, do karaoke, brew beer)

The role artists play in culture is essential.
But it 1sn’t well understood.

So let’s start there.

What do artists do?

A lot of people think of artists like athletes.
In sports, you have a tiny sliver of
professionals — the ones you see on TV.
Professional basketball players are the

real

basketball players.

Anyone else who plays basketball does it as
a hobby. It’s something you do after work.



This is why, after 20 years of working as an
artist, my relatives still say things like:
“How’s that little dance thingy coming?”
“That must be so fun!”

“Are you getting in good shape?”’

To them, dance is a hobby, not a profession.
It’s not work, it’s something you do after work.
Unless, of course, you get on TV.

“When are you gonna dance on that

TV show?”

This is completely wrong.

I think of artists like scientists.

Russian translation:
Poss TBOpLIA

Cracub6o Bam

Crnacu60, 4TO BBI €CTh, TBOPIIBL.
Crnacu0o0 3a Baly NpOU3BEICHHS.

Cnacu0o0, 4To BBIOpaJIU TaKyIO TSDKENYI0 BpEMEHAMU KHU3Hb.
U xoTopyto cioxKHO OOBSCHUTD.

Bamu Tpyn HEBEpOATHO BajKEH.
Kynerypa Hyxaaetcs B Baieit pabote, 100pocoBecTHOH pabore.
(Xotst a1t caMoif KyJIbTYpbl 3TO HEBCET/Ia OYEBUIHO).

MHorue He NOHUMAIOT, YTO MBI JEJIAEM.

«A HA CAMOM JIEJIE keMm paboTaemib?»

«Tebst korma-HUOYIH (BHOCHIIN B CITUCKH OECTCEIITIEPOB,
nokaspiBasid 1o TB, BbICTaBIsIM TBOU pabOTHI

B My3€€, KOTOPBIH 51 3HaI0)7»



«1 Toxxe TBOpUECKUil uenoBek!

S mo6mro (kpacuTh QPyTOONKHU B pa3HbIE IIBETA,
IIETh B KAPAOKE, BAPUTh IHUBO)!»

Posb TBOpIA B KyIIBTYpEe — HEOThEMIIEMA.

Ho o011ecTBO 3TOr0 HE MOHUMAET.

JlaBaiiTe C 3TOro ¥ HAa4HEM.

Uto nenaroT oM UCKyccTBa?

MHorue nonararorT, 4To XyJ0)KHUKU KaK aTIeThl.
B cnopre cymiectByeT nuiib

KOPOTEHBKHI CITUCOK MPOPECCHOHAIOB —

T€X, KOTO MBI BHJIUM TI0 TEJICBU30DY.
[Tpodeccronanpabie 6aCKeTOOTUCTH —

3TO M €CTh HACTOSAIINE OACKETOOIUCTHI.

Jlyist mo60ro APYToTo YemoBeKa —

3TO MpocTo X000m. Jlocyr mocie padoThl.

[Totomy, naxe cnycrta 20 et

MOEU TBOPUYECKOU IEATENBHOCTH,

POICTBEHHUKH MPOJOJIKAIOT TOBOPUTD:

«Kak Tam TBOHM 3aHATHUS TaHIAMU?)

«/lomkxHO OBITH Tak Beceno!»

«Tp1 mpITaenbes 3a GUrypoit caenuTs?»

JUist HUX TaHIBI — 3TO X000M, a He TpodeccHs.

He pabora, a Hekwmii 10CyT.

Ecnn, xoHE4YHO, Bac HE NOKA3bIBAIOT 110 TEIEBU30DY.
«A xorjga Tebs MOKaXxyT B TOI mporpamme?»

Bcé coBepiieHHO He Tak.

JI1st MEHS! TBOPELL — 3TO YUYEHBIM.



