The Irish in Columbus

Source: a historical marker in Ohio provides a summary of Irish history within the state, as well
as their contribution to the Union Pacific railroad which was completed at Promontory Point in
Utah. The marker gives insight into the historical treatment of Irish immigrants.
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THE IRISH IN COLUMBUS
Thae nd: of Irizh Iimmigrants came  to Columbus to
scek personal and religious freedom. With the “Great
Hunger in Ireland and the completion of the -Ohio

and Erie Canal and the National Road. immigration to Columbus
increased Im the mid ninetéeénth century. They initially
settled in the noarth side of the eity in the swamp flats.
where inexpensive land was avaflable and work could be-
had on the railroad:. Settlement spread to Franklinten, &n
Naghten Streetf. later known as “Irish Broadway.” part of
which £+ now Nationwide Bouleward. and to necarby Flytown.
The immigrants became domestic workers. civil servants.
entrépreneurs. and served fthe city im pollce and
departments. Others were leader: in government,

and education. Their legacy continues toda

-American pepulation of Columbus, Ohio.
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