
Master of None and the Immigrant Experience 

Master of None is a groundbreaking series that delves into the nuanced experiences of 

a first-generation immigrant navigating life in modern America. Created by Aziz Ansari and 

Alan Yang, the show provides a relatable and thought-provoking portrayal of balancing 

cultural expectations, personal desires, and societal pressures. Through the lens of Dev Shah, 

an aspiring actor in New York City, the series explores how identity, relationships, family 

dynamics, and career struggles intertwine for individuals living between two worlds. 

Available for streaming on Netflix, Master of None has been praised for its authenticity and 

representation. By showcasing these complexities, Master of None demonstrates the cultural 

balance of a first-generation immigrant and the challenges that come with it. 

Balancing two distinct cultures is one of the most significant challenges faced by 

first-generation immigrants. In Master of None, Dev struggles to reconcile his Indian heritage 

with his American upbringing. In the episode “Parents” (Season 1, Episode 2), Dev reflects 

on his parents’ sacrifices after immigrating to the United States. His father, Ramesh, shares a 

poignant story about coming to America with little money, working long hours as a doctor, 

and adapting to a new culture. Dev’s reaction reveals his internal struggle to fully grasp this 

experience, as he admits, “Sometimes I just want to hang out and eat nachos instead of 

thinking about how hard it was for you to come to America.” This tension highlights the 

generational divide between immigrant parents and their children, who often grow up 

enjoying opportunities their parents created but remain disconnected from the sacrifices 

involved. Through Dev’s story, the series underscores the emotional complexity of living 



between two worlds, where gratitude for one’s roots often intersects with the desire for 

independence and personal identity. 

Navigating familial and cultural expectations often complicates romantic 

relationships for first-generation immigrants. Many find themselves torn between their own 

desires and the traditions of their heritage. In the episode “Indian Weddings” (Season 1, 

Episode 10), Dev struggles with his relationship with Rachel, a white woman, as his parents 

subtly encourage him to marry an Indian woman. His mother, Nisha, remarks, “Marrying 

someone Indian just makes things easier,” encapsulating the societal and familial pressures 

often placed on first-generation immigrants. This tension illustrates a broader issue: the need 

to balance personal freedom with familial obligations. Dev’s experience reveals how these 

pressures create internal conflicts, forcing individuals to reconcile their parents’ cultural 

values with their own aspirations for love and partnership. By tackling these challenges, the 

series provides an honest and empathetic portrayal of the immigrant journey in modern 

relationships. 

Community and shared experiences offer solace to immigrants grappling with their 

identities. Friendships with individuals who understand the duality of immigrant life can 

provide valuable support. In Master of None, Dev’s close bond with Brian, the 

Taiwanese-American son of immigrants, highlights this importance. In “Parents,” Brian 

recounts a story from his father about being humiliated by a teacher for his poor English, a 

narrative that mirrors Dev’s understanding of his parents’ struggles. These shared 

experiences create a sense of mutual understanding, demonstrating how friendships within 

immigrant communities offer emotional refuge. Dev and Brian’s relationship underscores the 



power of solidarity, as it provides them with a safe space to process their challenges while 

navigating the expectations of both their cultural heritage and the world around them. 

The sense of responsibility and gratitude first-generation immigrants feel toward their 

parents often creates emotional complexities. In Master of None, Dev wrestles with his 

parents’ sacrifices and his desire for independence. In “Parents,” Ramesh recalls repairing a 

man’s broken leg for free despite being unsure if he would be paid. This story prompts Dev to 

reflect on his parents’ resilience and inspires him to invite them to dinner as a gesture of 

appreciation. This dynamic reflects the immigrant experience at large, where children must 

navigate the dual responsibilities of honoring their parents’ legacy while pursuing their own 

paths. Dev’s journey captures how gratitude and independence coexist, illustrating the 

intricate balance immigrant families must maintain in their relationships. 

Professional stereotyping presents yet another challenge for immigrants and their 

children. Many face barriers to achieving their dreams due to reductive societal expectations. 

In “Indians on TV” (Season 1, Episode 4), Dev is offered a role in a sitcom but is told he must 

adopt a stereotypical Indian accent. Frustrated, Dev responds, “Why can’t there just be a 

normal Indian guy on TV? Why does he have to be a cab driver or a scientist?” This moment 

highlights the systemic biases within the entertainment industry, where immigrants are often 

confined to stereotypical roles. By refusing to conform to these expectations, Dev challenges 

the norms of representation, reflecting the broader struggle of immigrants to be seen as 

individuals rather than caricatures. The episode critiques these limitations, pushing for more 

authentic and multidimensional portrayals of immigrant experiences. 



Master of None effectively captures the complexities of a first-generation immigrant’s 

journey by exploring the challenges of cultural balance, identity, and belonging. The show 

tackles topics like identity confusion, romantic tensions, community support, family 

sacrifice, and professional stereotyping, providing a thoughtful and nuanced perspective on 

the immigrant experience. 

The show’s impact extends beyond its storytelling. Critics and audiences have praised 

Master of None for its groundbreaking representation, earning it accolades such as Emmy 

Awards and a Golden Globe. According to an article from Vulture, the series has “quietly 

shifted the paradigm of Asian-American representation on television simply by being itself ” 

(Yu). By portraying immigrants as fully realized individuals rather than stereotypes, Master 

of None sets a new standard for authentic representation in media. 

Looking ahead, Master of None raises important questions about the future of 

representation in television and film. How can the media continue to expand on these 

narratives? What other perspectives remain unexplored? By fostering empathy and 

challenging stereotypes, Master of None not only broadens understanding of the immigrant 

experience but also inspires more inclusive storytelling for future generations. 
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