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Invasive Plant Bill S2186/A3677

Dear [Senator/Representative's Name],

I am a constituent and urge you to vote "Yes" to enact S2186/A3677 that "Prohibits
purchase, sale, distribution, import, export, or propagation of certain invasive species
without permit from Department of Agriculture or Department of Environmental
Protection; establishes NJ Invasive Species Council.”

Invasive species are considered the second greatest threat to biodiversity after outright
habitat destruction. New Jersey has been severely impacted by a wide variety of invasive
species causing harm to agricultural, forest and natural lands, leading to economic and
ecological losses.

Enactment of this legislation will make New Jersey the 46th state to regulate invasive
plants and establish a permanent council of qualified and experienced stakeholders to
evaluate, develop strategy, and make management recommendations to manage the
serious and growing threat of invasive species of all kinds more effectively and
efficiently.

This law will be effective, efficient, flexible, and fair. It incorporates amendments
developed by the New Jersey Forest Task Force (co-chaired by NJ Audubon, the NJ
Conservation Foundation, NJ Sierra Club, and the NJ Forestry Association) in
collaboration with the New Jersey Nursery and Landscape Association and the New
Jersey Farm Bureau, in consultation with NJDEP, NJDA, and the NJ Board of Agriculture.

More than 40 conservation organizations across all of New Jersey cosigned a May 15,
2023, request to legislative leaders and bill sponsors to move this forward.

Thank you for your consideration and action,

[Your signature]
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