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Passengers In the first-class dining salon. Alter o boel stop al were lunching o the sphendid Nest-chiss dinme sulong a spa-
Charbeurg, France the Titnie proceeded w Quesnstown, cinus expanse over T feeran leagth, boastng leaded win-
lreland, where on April 1lth she receved more passengers hiws and Jneobean-style alooves,

and loaded mail bound for the Upted States, Passenpers
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Passengers wave good-bye from the boat deck. The Titanic’s
first-class passenger list boasted a host of the rich and
famous, the wealthiest among them being John Jacob Astor
IV and his wife. Also aboard were Isadore Strauss, founder
of Macy’s, and his wife Ida, who courageously refused to
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leave her husband on the sinking ship. A number of notables
escaped the Titanic’s fate by last minute cancellations of
their passage, including J.P. Morgan himself, owner of the
parent firm of the White Star Line.
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The Titanic departs from Southampton. At noon on Wednes-
day, April 10, 1912, the Titanic, towed by tugboats, slowly
left her dock at Southampton. A great crowd of well-wish-
ers lined the dock, eager to watch the great ship commence
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her maiden voyage. Among the spectators was a handful of
disgruntled stokers who, arriving late, were replaced at the
last minute by men who had waited dockside hoping to find
work on the great ship.



Passengers and crow members jumping from the stern of the moments were ut hiond, many men who had crowded up
Titanic. As the bow of the Titeric sank andec 1he water, the et the rising stern begun to jump into the s, Some were
stern beum 1o rse jnto te alr Beheving that the ship's last picked up by lilebouts, but ailers died in the [reeang water
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The Titanic collides with the iceberg. There was no moon on
the night of April 14th, four days and seventeen hours into
the voyage, and the sea was flat and calm. The Titanic was
cruising at a speed of over twenty-two knots. It was just past
11:30 p.m. when the crow’s nest lookout reported a black
object in the sea directly in their path, and rang the alarm
bell. The first officer immediately ordered the engine room
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“full speed astern” and told the quartermaster to make a

hard left turn, but it was too late. As the Tiranic turned she
scraped along the side of a giant iceberg, buckling plates,
and popping rivets along her starboard bow. The sea rushed
into the ship’s lower hull and began flooding the coal
bunkers and forward boiler room.



The Titanic today. The Tiranic today lies two miles deep on
the sea floor 350 miles off the coast of Newfoundland. She
is in two pieces, bow end and stern, separated about 650
yards from each other. In 1986 scientists from the Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution succeeded in reaching the

wreck site in the submersible craft Afvin and took a series of
remarkable photographs that made worldwide headlines.
These haunting images once more brought the legendary
liner and her tragic story to the center of public attention.



RMS “TITANIC ”

White Star Line poster advertising the RMS Titanic. On May
31, 1911, the British White Star Line, owned by American
financier J. Pierpont Morgan’s International Mercantile
Marine Company, launched the Royal Mail Steamer Titan-
ic at the Harland and Wolff shipyard in Belfast, Ireland. She
had been built over a period of slightly more than two years

at a cost of approximately £1,500,000 (or $7,500,000). At
883 feet long and with a displacement of 66,000 tons, her
eight decks rising to the height of an eleven story building,
she was at that time the largest ship ever built and was pro-
claimed by her builders and owners to be unsinkable.



Sailors clearing and readying the boats for lowering, Captam ardered that fmmediate steps be taken (o ubandon ship.

Smith was notified thul collision with the wceberg lad mp- Sailars began to cledr and ng the Tifehoats for lowering, a2
tured the lorward sixowatertight compartments, and that afficers on the bridee started Lrdne distress ares into the
over two-hundred feer of the ship had been opened 1o the alr.

seil. He quickly determined that sinking was inevitable, and
17
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Loading the lifeboats. Passengers and crew were ordered 10 men—still befieving the ship to be unsinkable. Tt was 12:25
don life jnckets and warm elothing. and procesded 10 the a, just 43 minutes siee the collision. The lifehoats car-
boar deck. The radio operators began 1o send distress eulls tied by the Trtanie had o capacity to carry only abont half
Wamen and children were the first 1o enter the lifebaus, of the more than 2 200 peaple on board,

though they were reluctant o be separated Trom their

15



Civerturned lifebont Trom the Prranic. The White Stur Line buried at sea. 209, however, were. tiken 1o Halifax, Nova
hired ships to search the wreck sile wnd mecover bodies still Seotia where they were held for identification By fumily
fn the water. Gne such ship, the Mackay Senrent found 306 members 150 were buried a1 Halifis

bodies floating in their life jackess Many of the bodies were

27



A near collision leaving Southampton. Leaving Southamp-
ton, the Titanic was under the guidance of veteran harbor
pilot George Bowyer. As she left her berth and proceeded
into the channel, she passed the liner New York, which was
temporarily out of service and moored in tandem with the
Oceanic. The turbulence from the great ship drew the New

6

York out from her berth, snapping her mooring ropes,
swinging stern first toward the Tizanic. Only the quick
actions of Captain Smith and Pilot Bowyer averted a colli-
sion. Some passengers marked this event as an ominous
omen at the start of the journey.
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Captain Edward J. Smith and his officers on the Titanic’s
bridge. Edward J. Smith, Commodore of the White Star
Line, had been a captain for 25 years and was particularly
popular with the wealthy and prominent passengers who
frequently sailed on his ships. He had planned to make the

maiden voyage of the Tiranic his last command, the crown-
ing achievement of his career, before retiring. Captain Smith
and all the senior officers, except for Second Officer G. H.
Lightoller, went down with the ship.
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Passengers promenading on the boat deck. Passenger accom- ship, both open air and enclosed, afforded passengers of all
modations included reading rooms, an elegant Parisian style classes the opportunity to stroll and enjoy the fair weather
cafe, Turkish baths, a heated swimming pool, a barber shop and calm seas.

and a gymnasium. The many promenades throughout the
12



