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Abstract:   
 

Dichloromethane (DCM), also known as methylene chloride, is a versatile solvent that 
has long been a staple in chemistry laboratories. However, new regulations in the 
US are leading faculty to look for an alternative solvent in academic settings to 
provide a safer environment for students and staff. A popular green chemistry 
alternative to DCM is ethyl acetate due to it being significantly less toxic and 
more environmentally friendly. While ethyl acetate is used for isolating marine 
natural products, there has yet to be a direct comparison of the two solvents for 
chemical profiling marine sponges. This study aims to bridge that gap by 
evaluating ethyl acetate as a safer and more environmentally friendly alternative 
to DCM in isolating secondary metabolites. 

 
 


