
What Should Be Shared? 

One certainty is that young people need guidance in the online world, just like the offline 
world. Because of their age and limited life experience, it can be difficult for students to 
consider if what they’re happy to post online now is something they’ll still be happy with 
in 1, 5, 10, or 20 years. 

There are certain things you can teach students to definitely avoid sharing online. One 
acronym you could use is YAPPY (Your full name, Address, Phone number, Passwords, 
Your plans and birthday). 

There are many grey areas beyond YAPPY though — sharing opinions, sharing 
information about others, deciding if content you create should have a public audience… 
the list goes on. Experience and conversation can be vital. 

 

10 Things Young People Need To Know About Digital Footprints 

1.​ When you visit websites, search, and interact online, a trail of information is left 
behind. 

2.​ Elements of your digital footprints can be searched or shared. 
3.​ Digital footprints can be helpful or harmful to reputations both now and in the 

future. 
4.​ Once online, things can exist forever (even if deleted). 
5.​ You should always think before you post online. 
6.​ Personal information or opinions sent to one person can be shared with a larger 

audience. 
7.​ Googling yourself can be a good habit to get into (or try a search engine like Pipl). 
8.​ Old or inactive accounts should be disabled or deleted. 
9.​ You should keep certain personal details private and you can control the privacy 

settings on many of your online accounts. 

https://pipl.com/


10.​We need to be mindful of the digital footprints of others too (e.g. Ask before 
tagging others in photos). 
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