[The following is a sample of a Greekified version of “The Road
to Latin” by Helen Maria Chestnutt, published in 1932. | hope to
do more chapters and re-do some of the grammar notes to
more appropriately reflect the Greek. Translation and notes
here by Seumas Macdonald]
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8. oxoAn Apepikavn A

OXOAN AUEPIKAVT ETTIV 1) OXOAN. JEYAAN £OTIV 1| OXOAN.
KEKAEIOPEVN €OTIV 1) BUPA. 1) O& BUPIC OUK EOTIV KEKAEIOUEVN. 1)
yap Bupic avewypévn. ) 0& TpATTeCa €0TI HEYAAN. 1) &€ KABESPQ
OUK £0TIV PEYAAN. 1] YOP KABEDPD PTKPD £OTIV.

AUEPIKAVA £0TIV A YUVH. Kai SISAOKAASC EOTIV 1) YuVr. fj o0V
dI0G0KAAOG £0TNKE. N OE KOPN £0TiV AUEPIKAVH. Kai 1) KOpn
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E0TNKE. 'loUAia €0Tiv 1] KOPN. padnTpia KaAr £oTIv ) louAia. ) O¢
KopveAia ¢oTi pabntpia. ) KopveAid kai yabntpia KaAr €0TIv.

oUK E0TIV HEYAAN N KaBESPD. PIKpG yap £0TIV I KABEDPAQ. 1 O
TpaTTeda OUK EOTI MTKPD. HEYAAN Yap ) TPATTECG €OTIV. 1) &€ BUpIC
oUK £0TIV KEKAEITPEVN. AveEWYMEVN £0TIV N Bupic. | 8¢ BUPD oUK
EOTIV AVEWYMEVN. KEKAEIOPEVN YapP €0TIV R BUPA.

9. atrokpivou ‘EAANVIOTI

1. T1i £€omiv; This means What is this ? or What is that ? It may
refer to something that has just been spoken of; or it may refer
to something that the speaker points to. The teacher should
point to the various objects mentioned in the first paragraph,
repeat ing the question T1i éoTIV? for each one.

2. Tig £0Tiv 1] yuvn; 3. Ti¢ EoTnkev;? 4. Tic £aTiv 1) louAia? 5. Tig
£0TI ] HOBNTPIG KOAN;

6. TToid €07l 1) KaBESPQ? TToid means Of what kind ? or Like
what ? It is used when an adjective or some kind of description
is expected in the answer. This question might be translated
What is the seat like ?

7. oia €oTiv N TPpaTTEdQ; 8. TT0id £0TiV ] Bupic; 9. TToid £0TiV N
BUpa; 10. Troid £0TIV | OXOAN;

10. Discussion

Find the subject (UtTokeipevov) of each verb (pfjua) in the first
paragraph. With what letter does it end?

Most of the nouns used in the first story end in a (GAga), and n
(ATa). Some nouns end differently (81ddokaloc, Bupic), but they
are not our major concern right now. Focus on the a and n noun
endings. These here are in the nominative case (] eUB¢ia
TTWOIG).

Similarly, the words that describe the nouns are adjectives.
They have the same types of endings, so here we observe



them with -a and -n. They agree (cuu@épetar) with the nouns
they describe

The verb £arTi(v) is often used to connect the subject with a
noun or adjective. The noun or adjective is also in the
nominative case (eUB¢€ia TITWOIC), and is called in English a
predicate.

The verb ¢£oTiv is found in two main forms, with or without the
final v. In theory, the final vi appears when the following word
begins with a vowel, or when it stands before punctuation. In
practice, v is often added in other places, although €oTi without
the v0 occurs more rarely before a vowel.

In the first reading, our nouns refer to one person or thing, and
so they are said to be in the singular (€vikog).

Nouns ending :

You will notice that sometimes the @ carries a macron or
long-mark on top of it. This is used to indicate that the vowel is
long. Greek distinguishes two vowels by length with character
distinctions o / w, and €/ n, but the other three we distinguish
with a macron a/ @, 1/1, u/ 0. This convention is rarely
observed outside learners’ texts, but it is useful to learn these
vowel length distinctions from the start, especially in
pronounciation and speech.

Tic (who?) and T1i (what?) are also used as subjects
(UTrokeiyeva) and are in the nominative case (eUB¢gia TITWOIC).

Greek, unlike Latin, has an article which roughly corresponds to
“the” in English. In our first reading, we find it in the form n,
which is nominative and singular.



11. oxoAn Auepikavr) B’

N louAia paBnTpid £aTiv. 1 8¢ KopveAia £aTi pabnTpid. yabntpial
eioiv A 'louAia kai A KopveAia. €igiv pabntpial kaAai. ai padntpial
£0TAOIV. Kai 1] 01I0A0KAAOG £E0TNKEV.

ai oxoAai ai Auepikavai €iol peyaAal. peyaAarl ai Bupideg €ioi kai
MTKpai ai BUpail igiv. ai BUpal keKAEIoUEVaI €iTiv AAAD
avewypéval gioiv ai Bupidec.

12. atmmokpivou EAANVIOTI

1. Tig €oTiv i} louAi; 2. Tig €oTiv I KopveAia; 3. troial €igiv
louAia kai fj KopveAia; 4. Tic €oTnkev; 5. TToial €ioiv ai oxoAai ai
Apepikavai; 7. Troial €ioiv ai Bupideg; 7. Troial €iciv ai Bupai;

13. Discussion

Here we introduce the nominative (eUB¢ia) plural (TTANBUVTIKAG)

ending for the first declension, ai. The plural is used to refer to
two or more entities.

The singular verb £aTiv likewise changes to €iciv in the plural.

14. Rules
The subject of a verb is in the nominative case. A predicate
noun or predicate adjective is also in the nominative case.

Vocabulary 1

GAAG but

Apepikavn American

AVEWYHEVN open

yap for

Yuvi woman

ot [contrast or change of focus]

' Greek also has a dual which is used to refer to things that come in, or are treated as, a set of two.
Those forms are not especially common, tend to be archaic, and won’t be treated in the main part of
this text.



O10G0KaAOG
£0TNKE, E0TROAV
€0Ti(v), €igi(v)
Bupig

louAia
KaBEQpa

KAl

KQAN
KEKAEIOUEVN
KOpNn
KopveAia
MaOnTpid
HeyaAn

uTkpd

oU, oUk, oUx
olv

OXOAN

TpaTtea

teacher (masc. or fem.)
stands

is, are

window

Julia

chair (with arms)

(1) and; (2) also, too
good

closed

girl

Cornelia

student, pupil (fem.)
big

small

not

so, then

school

table

15. Greek in daily life

Pick out the Greek words with which the following English
words are associated: cathedral, mega-, micro-, school,

trapezium.

Drill
TTAPOU TO TEAOG:

1. N TPGTTeCA £0TI HEYAA _ : ai KaBESpai ioi pTkp .

2. ai OXoA __ €ioIv pyeya_ .



3. ai BUp__ cioiv Gvewyuév .

4. 1 OupiG €E0TIV AVEWYUEV .

5.1 pabnTpi__ KaA __ ECTNKEV.

6. Ti £E0TIV; KADESP  UIKP__ ECTIV.

7. 1 louAia kai ) KopveAia €ioi k6p_ PIKp__.

8. TToid padnTpi__ f louAia £aTiv; 1) louAid KA paBnTpi_
EOTIV.

9.1 yabnTpi___ £0Ti KOP_ AuEPIKAV .

10. Tic €éoTnKev; _ dIOAOKAAOG EGTNKEV: ai JaBNTPi__ ouy
EoThoav.

Exercise 1
ypawov EAAnvioTi (Write in Greek):

1. American schools are large.

The windows are open.

The doors are closed.

The chairs are small; the table is also small.
The teacher is an American woman.

The girls are not standing up.

A good pupil stands up.

Julia and Cornelia are good pupils.
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Chapter 2

16. oxoAn Pwpaikny A

a’tn 1) oxoArR £€0TI OXOARN Pwdikn. pTkpd £0TI | OXOA N
‘Pwuaikn, GAAG geyaAn €0Ti 1) oX0AR 1 AuepIKav]. 1 Pwuaikn
OXOAN BUPAvV oUK EXEl OTI AVEWYUEVN £OTIV ) GXOAN. OXOAN
apxaia Bupida oUK Exel OTI OUK EOTIV EGTAYETPEVN. OXOAN HEV
apxaia Tpatredav ouk £xel. aXoAn 0& Auepikavn Tparredav
HMEYAANV £xel. oxoAn dpxaipa SI0ATKAAOV AUEPIKAVIV TEPTTEL.



oxoAn Pwuaikn louAiav T kai KopveAiav TEpTTEL. OIA Ti 1] OXOAN
N apxaia TV diIdaokaAov TAV AUEPIKAVAV TEPTTEL, | OXOAN N
apxaia 1AV J1I0GTKAAOV THV APEPIKAVAV TEPTTEI OTI AVEWYHEVN
£O0TIV ) OXOAN.

17. Note to the Pupil

It is important that you learn from the start to use the passages
of Greek text in the way which will teach you most. In preparing
your lessons, you should read the Greek selections over, aloud
if possible, and each sentence more than once; and as you
read the Greek words, you should try to know what they mean
without translating into English. That is, the Greek selections
should be regarded principally as exercises for reading and
speaking, and not as exercises in mere translation.

Sometimes you will find that you cannot make yourself
understand a sentence without translating it. In such a case,
make enough of a translation to show you what the sentence
means, and then read it over again in Greek, trying to
understand it without thinking of the English words. The
inflection of your voice as you read will generally tell anyone
who is listening whether you are merely reading mechanically,
or are understanding as you read. Remember that the Greeks
used this language in ordinary conversation with one another.

At first it will be hard for you to read in this way. But if you
persevere, it will soon become easy and natural.

18. dmokpivou EAAnvioTi

1. TT0iG €0Tiv | oXOAR Pwuaikn; 2. TT0id £€0TivV | OXOAN N
Apepikavn; Ti N ‘Pwuaikr) oxoArn BUpadv ouk Exel; 4. Ti i) GXOAN 1
apxaid Bupida ouk Exel; 5. Ti ] AUEPIKAVA OXOAR EXEI;

6. Troiav TpaTtredav EXel 1) oXOAN 1 AuepiKavn;



7. Tiva TEPTTEI 1) ApXaid oxoAn; 8. Tiva 1 oxoAn ) PwuaiAn n
oXoAn TépTrel; 9. JId Ti TEPTTEI 1] GXOAN 1 apxaid TAV APEPIKAVAV
di1ddokaiov; 10. dia Ti TAV KOPNV TNV Pwudiknv tépTrel i dpxaid
OXOAN;

Tiva : whom?

Ti : what? why?

oI1a Ti: why?

Troid : of what kind? what kind of?
19. Discussion

In the sentence 1 oxoAn ) ‘Pwuaikr) OUpdv ouk Exel, what is the
subject (10 UTTOKEiMEVOV)? Are the words axoAry and Bupav
used in the same way? How is BUpav used?

In the English sentence she strikes the ball, ball is said to be
the complement of the verb strikes. In the same way, she has
the ball, she admires the ball, we say that ball is the
complement of the verbs has, admires. In all these sentences,
she is the subject (UTTokeipuevov) of the verb (pfjua), and ballis
the complement (cuuttAfipwpa) of the verb.

If we see an expression like she strikes, she praises, we think
at once of asking, “What does she strike?” “IWhom does she
praise? Such verbs need a complement to make the sentence
‘work’, are called monotransitive. But not all verbs require a
complement. Sentences like she smiles and | agree do not lead
us to ask, “What does she smile?” or “Whom do | agree” These
verbs are complete without a complement. Such verbs are
called intransitive.

Verbs that require two complements may be called ditransitive.
Verbs that may or may not take a complement may be called



ambitransitive. None of this terminology is necessary for you to
understand Greek, but simply pay attention to the different
kinds of complements that Greek verbs take.

In the Greek sentence ) axoAn 1 Pwpuaikn 00pav ouk £xel, the
word BUpav is the complement (cupTTAfpwpa) of the verb Exel.
Find other words in the story used in this way. Which ending
does each of these words have? Does each represent one
person or thing, or more than one?

In our sentences so far, the complement of the verb is in the
accusative case () aitiatikn TTTWOIC), and some grammarians
term this the direct object. In our Greek words so far, the ending
is generally -av or -nv.
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	12. ἀποκρῑ́νου Ἑλληνιστί 
	13. Discussion 
	14. Rules 
	Vocabulary 1 
	15. Greek in daily life 
	Drill 
	Exercise 1 
	Chapter 2 
	16.   ​σχολὴ Ῥωμαϊκή Α’ 
	17. Note to the Pupil 
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