
 

 
 
 

Episode Title: If I were a Fashion Designer… 

Teacher: Hannah Burton School: Pt England School 

Year Level: Y7&8 (Extension) 

Lesson Topic: Fashion across cultures (Lesson 2) 

Learning Intention: We are learning to form and express ideas and information about a topic | We 
are learning to understand what makes a piece of clothing or fashion “fit for purpose” under the 
headings social consciousness, cultural appropriation and sustainability. 

Links with the 
New Zealand 
Curriculum 

English (Speaking, Writing, Presenting) - Level 4: 
Processes & Strategies: 

-​ uses a developing understanding of the connections between oral, written, 
and visual language when creating texts 

-​ creates a range of texts by integrating sources of information and 
processing strategies with developing confidence 

-​ seeks feedback and makes changes to texts to improve clarity, meaning, 
and effect 
 

Ideas: 
-​ forms and expresses ideas and information with increased clarity, drawing 

on a range of sources 
 
Social Sciences - Level 4: 

-​ Understand how people pass on and sustain culture and heritage for 
different reasons and that this has consequences for people. 
 

Technology - Level 4: 
Technological Practice: 

-​ Understand that materials can be formed, manipulated, and/or 
transformed to enhance the fitness for purpose of a [technological] 
product. 

 

Key 
Competencies 

Thinking: This learning experience gets students to think about how they would 
categorise their thinking (using subtopics - Sustainability, Cultural Appropriation 
and Social Consciousness). 
Understanding symbols, languages and texts: This task will encourage 
students to research and make sense of texts that are unfamiliar to them. They 
will be introduced to three (potentially) new concepts (Social consciousness, 
Cultural appropriation and Sustainability) and have to make sense of what these 
are. 

Prior Knowledge Fashion trends that they have had in their timeline. 
Knowledge of fashion/clothing from their own cultural backgrounds, the 
importance of clothing in their cultures. 

 
 

https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/The-New-Zealand-Curriculum
https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/The-New-Zealand-Curriculum
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Key-competencies
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Key-competencies


 

Potential experience of observing social consciousness or cultural appropriation 
when it comes to fashion/clothing from their own cultures. 
Knowledge gained through the bus stop activity (CoA Episode 7) 

Lesson Sequence 

Before the 
Session 

Complete Brainstorming about Fashion lesson. 
Students to have already been introduced to the Create task (see Class Site 
Content). 

During the 
Session 

Check in with individual students to see how they are going with their own 
individual projects. 
 
Give students a chance to Create! 
 
At some point during this learning session, bring the students down to the mat 
to share ideas/give feedback/get them thinking about what they need to be 
adding to their projects. 

After the 
Session 

Give students more time to Create, getting them to build on what was 
discussed in the group discussion. 
Blog their progress on their Create task so far. 

 

Learn Create Share Breakdown 

Learn What does social consciousness mean? 
What does cultural appropriation mean? 
What does sustainability mean? 
​
How do these three things relate to fashion? 
 
Learn how to combine oral, visual and written language skills to create a 
concept design of a new piece of fashion. Learning that ‘texts’ are not always 
just written. 

Create  Concept designs for two outfits which are designed for a certain cultural group 
for a particular celebration. 

Share Blogging progress reports throughout the term. 

 

Resources Used Jamboard 
 
Rubric: 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RlpSDMpgP74LZz4MXKTRgi6K4CwE2ncL_JBvm4SxZyA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RlpSDMpgP74LZz4MXKTRgi6K4CwE2ncL_JBvm4SxZyA/edit
https://jamboard.google.com


 

 
 
Social consciousness, Sustainability, and Fashion; Appropriation of fashion 

●​ Cultural Fashion Around the World 
●​ In pictures: traditional dress around the world 
●​ CULTURAL FASHION AS ANOTHER LANGUAGE TOOL FOR CULTURES 
●​ EXPLORING FASHION AS A SOCIAL IDENTIFIER 
●​ Explore Traditional Clothing From Around The World 
●​ What Clothing Means To Different Cultures 
●​ Striking Photos of Cultural Fashions You Have to See 
●​ Dress to express: How different cultures use clothing to express 

themselves 
●​ EMBRACING CULTURAL FASHION AS A SOURCE OF PRIDE 
●​ How Can Clothes Represent Culture? 

Reflection 

Reflection on 
Lesson 
Sequence 

When I began talking to individual students about their projects, I quickly 
realised that the students weren’t considering their new learning knowledge about 
sustainability, social consciousness and cultural appropriation and how they link 
to fashion. It can be challenging in these classes as students only see me once a 
week. Therefore, it is even more important for me to begin each new week with a 
recap on what we did the previous week and provide rewindable learning 
resources (like the Jamboard created in the last Class on Air episode). 
 
It worked really well this term getting students to spend 10 minutes at the end of 
each week writing up a blog post reflection as to where they were up to. 
 

Next Steps Encouraging students to use these rewindable resources that they have created. 
Encouraging students to go to each other’s blog posts for inspiration/ideas to 
build on what they are doing. 

 

 
 

https://www.nowchasethesun.com/blogs/news/cultural-fashion-around-the-world
https://www.roughguides.com/gallery/traditional-dress/
https://www.theissuemagazine.ca/articles/the-world-of-cultural-fashion
https://www.theissuemagazine.ca/articles/fashion-as-a-social-identifier
https://artsandculture.google.com/story/explore-traditional-clothing-from-around-the-world/1AXRnpTzzdkwJw?hl=en
https://www.cultursmag.com/what-clothing-means-to-different-cultures/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/style-culture-fashion-around-world
https://www.trafalgar.com/real-word/dress-express/
https://www.trafalgar.com/real-word/dress-express/
https://fashinnovation.nyc/embraci-cultural-fashion/
https://holrmagazine.com/how-can-clothes-represent-culture/

