
Episode 281 

For the Week of April 2nd, 2023 

Don’t Call it a Dynasty… Yet 
 

Timestamps 
●​ 0:00:00 - Intro 
●​ 0:07:20 - Competitive Halo News 
●​ 0:09:05 - Rostermania 
●​ 0:11:30 - Upcoming Tournaments of the Week 
●​ 0:15:45 - Scrim & Tournament & League Recaps 
●​ 0:16:39 - Topic - HCS 4k Open Series Results 
●​ 1:34:00 - Halo News 
●​ 1:35:19 - CoD and Other Games Watch 
●​ 1:35:30 - Will’s Adventures 
●​ 1:46:45 - Shoutouts/Community Creations/Ending 

On This Episode… 
●​ Europa Halo joins up with NAVI. 
●​ Command Station provides some insight. 
●​ Our topic of the HCS 4K Open Series results. 

News (Competitive) 
●​ NAVI and Europa Halo to hold a series of tournaments - by NAVI and Europa Halo 

○​ The Halo Infinite esports scene is growing for both professional and amateur players! Now it's NAVI's time to 
support Halo's competitive community! 

○​ As one of Europe's leading Halo Infinite clubs, NAVI has a vested interest in developing the regional scene. Today 
we are pleased to announce a partnership with Europa Halo, a Tournament Organizer who is a dedicated team of 
experienced specialists who love esports. 

○​ The spring series of NAVI x Europa Halo tournaments with a prize pool of $5,000 will take place in May! 
○​ NAVI x Europa Halo Spring Series 

■​ May 6th – Open 1 
■​ May 14th – Open 2 
■​ May 20th – Open 3 
■​ May 27th – Season Finals 

○​ NAVI x Europa Halo Summer Series 
■​ July 8th – Open 1 
■​ July 15th – Open 2 
■​ July 22nd – Open 3 
■​ July 29th – Season Finals 

○​ Format: 
■​ 3 Open Cups leading to Season Finals 
■​ All cups are Double Elimination events with HCS rulebook 
■​ Open 1, 2 and 3 will be open to all players in the European Halo region 
■​ Open events only provide seeding points 
■​ Teams are awarded points based on placement for the opens, the top 8 teams, based on those points will 

be invited to the finals. If a team wins an open (one of three) then they automatically qualify for the finals. 
Other participants are determined by EuropaHalo points 

https://navi.gg/en/publications/navi-europa-halo


■​ Season Finals Top 8 – double elimination event 
○​ Season Finals Prize Pool ($5,000): 

■​ 1st – $3,000 + 350 HCS points 
■​ 2nd – $1,000 + 200 HCS points 
■​ 3rd – $600 + 120 HCS points 
■​ 4th – $400 + 80 HCS points 
■​ 5-6th – 50 HCS points each 
■​ 7-8th – 30 HCS points each 

Roster Mania! 
●​ An Update - by CommandStation 

○​ Just FYI I didn't get dropped from my old team - I'm F/A because of outside issues other than the game. We all 
wanted to stay together for the long run. Still looking for a team, I'm very good with macro gameplay & IGLing. I 
play to win. I'm extremely dedicated & live in film. 

●​ Status Quo 
○​ KingJay, Cherished, Piggy, Str8Sick, Lavid (Coach) 

Upcoming Tournaments of the Week - Presented By NoobCombo 
●​ Tuesday, April 4th 

○​ HALO REC LEAGUE FFA SERIES 
●​ Saturday, April 8th 

○​ COMPETITIVE HALO HUB 4V4 DRAFT TOURNAMENT 
○​ LADY SPARTANS SATURDAY SERIES QUALIFIER #3 

●​ Saturday, April 8th & Sunday, April 9th 
○​ GAMERS ASSEMBLY LAN 

Scrim/Tournament/League Recaps 
●​ Scrims Available For All Regions at HaloDataHive 
●​ VUELTA x Exyl Team European FFA Spring Series Open #2 Results 

 

https://twitter.com/commandstation/status/1641455831827750912?s=12&t=gHBDNmmmd_XOaQ77ushKIA&utm_source=pocket_reader
https://twitter.com/TeamStatusQuo/status/1642192647363149827
https://www.faceit.com/en/championship/c637c15c-99c2-43e9-acaa-a32b9eb81231/HRL%20Recreational%20FFA%20Series%205%20Week%204
https://twitter.com/comphalohub/status/1641857476495564803?s=46&t=fbSDQMWUZYZF08ivxeBFsw
https://twitter.com/MagickMoonshot/status/1636192644580687873
https://ga2023.gamers-assembly.net/tournois/halo-infinite-gamers-assembly-festival-edition-2023
https://halodatahive.com/
https://www.faceit.com/en/championship/b46592a2-5ae0-41a9-b2b1-792182509d72/EU%20FFA%20Spring%20Series%20Open%202/standings/column


Topic - HCS 4k Open Series Results 
●​ ANZ 

 
○​ VOD 

●​ MX 

 
○​ VOD 

●​ EU 

https://hcs.faceitdb.com/brackets/4k-series-anz
https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1782252661?filter=archives&sort=time
https://hcs.faceitdb.com/brackets/4k-series-mx
https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1782917213
https://hcs.faceitdb.com/brackets/4k-series-eu


 
○​ Notable Series 

■​ Winners Final 
●​ Quadrant 3-0 NAVI 

■​ Grand Final 
●​ NAVI 4-2 Quadrant 
●​ Quadrant 4-0 NAVI 

○​ VOD’s 
■​ Part 1 
■​ Part 2 

●​ NA 

https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1782698565
https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1782977039
https://hcs.faceitdb.com/brackets/4k-series-na


 
○​ Notable Series 

■​ Pool Play 
●​ The Avengers 3-0 Sentinels 
●​ Proton Gaming 3-2 SSG 
●​ Cloud9 3-2 G1 
●​ Native White 3-0 G1 

■​ Bracket Play 
●​ Losers Round 1 

○​ Avengers 3-2 G1 
■​ Avengers eliminate G1 with a Top 12 finish. 

○​ Native White 3-1 Sentines 
■​ Native White eliminate Sentinels with a Top 12 finish. 

●​ Winners Semi-Finals 
○​ FaZe 3-2 SSG 

■​ Game 1 - CTF on Argyle - 1-0 FaZe 
■​ Game 2 - Slayer on Recharge - 50-49 FaZe 
■​ Game 3 - King of the Hill on Streets - 4-2 SSG 
■​ Game 4 - Oddball on Streets - 2-1 SSG 
■​ Game 5 - Slayer on Empyrean - 50-46 FaZe 

●​ Winners Final 
○​ OpTic 3-0 FaZe 

■​ Game 3 - CTF on Empyrean - 1-0 (OT) OpTic 
●​ Game is tied 2-2 heading into the OT round. 
●​ OT ends in a 0-0 tie. We are heading into a first cap to win, full reset. 
●​ And what a monumental start to the reset OT round it is. OpTic got a 

start that would rival the Seahawks/Broncos Super Bowl, being able to 
not only lock down rockets with three members of FaZe dead, but also 
obtain both snipers, and Overshield, getting the winning flag capture in 
record time (40 seconds). 

●​ Losers Final 
○​ FaZe 3-0 SSG 

■​ Game 1 - Oddball on Live Fire - 2-1 FaZe 

https://www.faceit.com/en/championship/d4c125ef-19ae-4f08-9b75-8cfaa8b282e9/NA%20HCS%204000%20Series%2004-01/matches


●​ Round 2 ends in a literal last second ball grab by SSG, taking the lead by 
one second, and dropping the ball to take the round win. 

■​ Game 2 - Slayer on Aquarius - 50-45 FaZe 
■​ Game 3 - King of the Hill on Streets 3-2 FaZe 

●​ Grand Final 
○​ FaZe 4-1 OpTic 

■​ Game 1 - Oddball on Recharge - 2-0 FaZe 
■​ Game 2 - Slayer on Streets - 50-45 FaZe 
■​ Game 3 - Strongholds on Live Fire - 250-173 FaZe 
■​ Game 4 - CTF on Aquarius - 2-1 OpTic 
■​ Game 5 - Slayer on Recharge - 50-36 FaZe 

○​ OpTic 4-3 FaZe 
■​ Game 1 - CTF on Argyle - 2-1 FaZe 
■​ Game 2 - Slayer on Empyrean - 50-28 FaZe 
■​ Game 3 - King of the Hill on Live Fire - 4-3 OpTic 

●​ With OpTic being down 0-2 in the second Bo7, they needed a 
momentum swing in their favor, and they seemed to have gotten it at the 
perfect time. Even being up 2 hill captures to 1, FaZe were a mere 
couple seconds away from tying the game with the OS hill. OpTic were 
able to take advantage of an over-extending Renegade from top-Tower, 
leading to an all-OpTic assault on the OS hill, taking out the remaining 
FaZe players, grabbing the fresh Overshield, and holding down the 
spawns to take a hill lead 3-1. 

●​ FaZe answer back immediately though, with back to back hill captures to 
tie the game 3-3. OpTic, their mentals locked in, are able to take the final 
hill convincingly, winning the game 4-3. 

■​ Game 4 - Strongholds on Recharge - 250-168 OpTic 
●​ OpTic finally get a convincing map win, never looking back after the 150 

point threshold. 
■​ Game 5 - Slayer on Aquarius - 50-44 FaZe 

●​ While nearly coming down to the wire, FaZe continue to clutch it up in the 
Slayers, winning 50-44 when the game was 46-44 at one point. FaZe are 
now only one map win away from winning the tournament. 

■​ Game 6 - Oddball on Streets - 2-1 OpTic 
●​ Rounds 1 and 2 were very close, with opportunities to go either way for 

both teams, but the third round was decisive, with OpTic winning 100-62, 
and the game 2-1. 

●​ And of course, we have a Game 7 to decide the winners of the 
tournament. 

■​ Game 7 - Slayer on Recharge - 50-33 OpTic 
●​ Now, I don’t know if you have been paying close attention, but pop quiz 

time! How many Slayers have OpTic won in this Grand Finals leading up 
to this point? Answer? Zero. 

●​ Well? OpTic decided to re-write the narrative and completely obliterate 
FaZe from the start. And holy shit, you want a sure fire way to win if your 
OpTic? Give the Shock Rifle to Lucid. You will instantly win it seems. 

○​ Notable Information 
■​ OpTic not losing a single game in bracket play leading into the Grand Final. 
■​ OpTic coming out sluggish in the first Grand Final Bo7. 
■​ From Lottie - The disrespect I see from chat to Pro Players at every level especially the highest is 

sickening. I rarely ever watch w/ chat, but If I do, it's vile. I love the majority of Halo fans but if you are one 
of those awful individuals, I'd like to see your rank & clips, I bet you suck. 

○​ Personal Thoughts 
■​ Online vs LAN (points having more weight). 

●​ From Spartan - There shouldn't be invitational LANs that you qual for with basically only online 
tournaments. It just isn't fair. The fact only 16 teams are going to be at the global is a joke too. 
Why not 24 teams? Why only top 10 NA and not like top 12-16? So many teams and players. 

https://twitter.com/praagy08/status/1642590453424967682?s=12&t=gHBDNmmmd_XOaQ77ushKIA&utm_source=pocket_reader
https://twitter.com/spartan/status/1642584141400096771?s=12&t=gHBDNmmmd_XOaQ77ushKIA&utm_source=pocket_reader


■​ Online events with major inconsistencies in how the game plays per person/setup/connection/etc. 
●​ From Spartan (quote tweeting Lethul) - I didn't play to my personal standards today and I'm 

frustrated with myself. But there is still this and he has like 80 more clips from the rest of the 
series. Just isn't fair but I'm done complaining about it. Just accepting depression instead. 

○​ VOD’s 
■​ Pool Play 
■​ Championship Bracket 

News - Regular 
●​ EDUCATIONAL ECHOES - by 343 

○​ FRACTURE: FIREWALL 
■​ The first week of the new Fracture: FIREWALL event concluded earlier this week, but it will return three 

more times over the course of the next couple of months. 
■​ FIREWALL features a free 20-tier Event Pass for all players that contains themed, limited-time 

customization rewards for the CHIMERA Armor Core that you can earn by completing (playlist-agnostic) 
Event Challenges. 

■​ FIREWALL event weeks are scheduled for the following dates: 
●​ Week 2: April 11-18 
●​ Week 3: May 23-30 
●​ Week 4: June 13-20 

○​ HALO GEAR REWARDS: HALO INFINITE PINS 
■​ When the time comes on the week commencing May 2, complete the Site Unseen Event Pass to earn 

access to the Bandit Pin. Make your purchase by June 17th to secure this reward. 

CoD (and other games) Watch 
●​ Nothing to discuss at this time. 

Wills Adventures Within the Haloverse 
●​ What games did Will play during the week? 

○​ Halo Infinite 
■​ HRL 

●​ Game 5 madness 
○​ Aquarius slayer 

●​ Josh? 
○​ Halo Infinite 
○​ Forza Horizon 4 - Rally Expansion 

Shoutouts 
●​ Shoutout to everyone who joined in the community playdate! 

○​ Rizznak 
○​ All in Juan 
○​ Fox2Quick 
○​ ElatedD4rt 
○​ Overkill 

●​ Shoutout to everyone who followed/subbed during the live show! 
●​ Shoutout to everyone who is a Patron at the Semi-Pro and higher tiers! 
●​ Happy birthday to OathxX! 

Community Creations 
●​ Halo memes every day! 
●​ FORMAL BUILDS 2 DYNASTY TEAMS | THE PROCESS 
●​ FORGE FEATURES: MARCH 31, 2023 - by 343 

https://twitter.com/spartan/status/1642580142596796419?s=12&t=gHBDNmmmd_XOaQ77ushKIA&utm_source=pocket_reader
https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1781782864
https://www.twitch.tv/videos/1782713712
https://www.halowaypoint.com/news/educational-echoes
https://www.reddit.com/r/HaloMemes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI0wgWUNRnI
https://www.halowaypoint.com/news/forge-features-8


Plugs 
●​ Patreon (patreon.com/hcsprotalk) 
●​ Podcast Services (just search for HCS Pro Talk) 

○​ iTunes (https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/hcs-pro-talk/id1330849607?mt=2) 
■​ Leave us a review and let others know about the show! 

○​ Podbean (https://hcsprotalk.podbean.com/) 
○​ Stitcher (https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/hcs-pro-talk) 
○​ Spotify (https://open.spotify.com/show/26094AUbzsgR6iA0koz2Ta?si=uAJpjxTYTI-eZj15D-nwtw) 

●​ Discord (https://discord.gg/pfKBQ97) 
●​ Twitter (https://twitter.com/hcsprotalk) 
●​ Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/hcsprotalk/) 
●​ Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/HCSProTalk/) 
●​ YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/hcsprotalk) 
●​ Twitch (https://www.twitch.tv/hcsprotalk) 
●​ TikTok (https://www.tiktok.com/@hcsprotalk) 
●​ Website (https://www.hcsprotalk.com/) 
●​ Podcast Evolved Partnership 

○​ Make sure to check out EvolvedHalo.com, your home for Halo! 
■​ Lore - Podcast Evolved - https://halopodcast.com/shows/podcast-evolved 
■​ Missions - Mission Debrief - https://halopodcast.com/shows/mission-debrief 
■​ Halo Paramount+ Show - Halo TV+ - https://evolvedhalo.com/shows/htv 
■​ Books - Book Club - https://halopodcast.com/shows/book-club 
■​ Blocks - Builds with Blocks - https://halopodcast.com/shows/builds-with-blocks 
■​ Top Halo News Stories - Halo Headlines - https://evolvedhalo.com/shows/halo-headlines 
■​ Halo Gear Guide - https://evolvedhalo.com/shows/halo-gear-guide 

http://patreon.com/hcsprotalk
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/hcs-pro-talk/id1330849607?mt=2
https://hcsprotalk.podbean.com/
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/hcs-pro-talk
https://open.spotify.com/show/26094AUbzsgR6iA0koz2Ta?si=uAJpjxTYTI-eZj15D-nwtw
https://discord.gg/pfKBQ97
https://twitter.com/hcsprotalk
https://www.instagram.com/hcsprotalk/
https://www.facebook.com/HCSProTalk/
https://www.youtube.com/hcsprotalk
https://www.twitch.tv/hcsprotalk
https://www.tiktok.com/@hcsprotalk
https://www.hcsprotalk.com/
https://halopodcast.com/shows/podcast-evolved
https://halopodcast.com/shows/mission-debrief
https://evolvedhalo.com/shows/htv
https://halopodcast.com/shows/book-club
https://halopodcast.com/shows/builds-with-blocks
https://evolvedhalo.com/shows/halo-headlines
https://evolvedhalo.com/shows/halo-gear-guide
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