
 

 

 

 

2026 
Summer Reading Suggestions  

Grades 2-3 
 
 

 

Swimming into Trouble by Angela Ahn 
 
In Swimming into Trouble, Julia is the youngest swimmer of the Vipers Swim Team 
and is anxious to prove herself in the pool. Not even an ear infection will keep her 
from competing. 

 

The Case of the Missing Cheetah by Veronica Mang 
 
A secret spy society, a missing pet cheetah, and three best friends come together in 
this highly illustrated chapter book series for young readers. With codes to break and 
clues to follow, the friends have their work cut out for them. 

 

Bookmarks Are People Too! by Henry Winkler & Lin Oliver  
 
Hank's class is putting on a play, and Hank wants the lead part: Aqua Fly. But 
he freezes in his audition and can only buzz like a fly. His teacher creates a 
particular part for Hank, a silent bookmark. This may seem insignificant, but 
when his enemy, Nick McKelty, freezes during the performance, it's up to 
Hank to save the play! 

 

The Haunted Library by Dori Hillestad Butler 
 

When a gust of wind separates a ghost boy named Kaz from his family, he takes up 
residence in a library and meets Claire, a girl who can see him (and other ghosts, 
too). Despite their differences, they become friends and join forces to find Kaz’s 
family in this not-too-scary book. 
 

 

The Best of Iggy by Annie Barrows 
 

Meet Iggy Frangi. He loves to make trouble, and he's done a few bad things 
(according to adults). Sometimes he even feels sorry about what he’s done, 
but most of the time, it is just people making a big deal about nothing. Find 
out what happens when Iggy’s Best Idea Ever turns into the Worst Idea of All 
Time. 
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Judy Moody, Girl Detective by Megan McDonald 
 

When a canine detective-in-training vanishes, Judy jumps at the chance to solve a 
real-life crime. She and her friends follow the trail of missing chocolate chip 
cookies, collect clues, and get scared senseless in this sweet and funny mystery 
novel. 

 

Jada Jones: Rock Star by Kelly Starling Lyons  
 
When Jada Jones's best friend moves away, school feels like the last place 
she wants to be. She'd much rather wander outside looking for cool rocks to 
add to her collection, since finding rocks is much easier than finding friends. 
So when Jada's teacher announces a class project on rocks and minerals, Jada 
finally feels like she's in her element. The only problem: one of her 
teammates doesn't seem to like any of Jada's ideas. She doesn't seem to like 
Jada all that much, either. Can Jada figure out a way to make a winning 
science project and a new friend?   

 

Beyond the Game: Lebron James by Andrew Maraniss  
 
Before he became one of the most famous basketball players on the planet, 
before he began speaking out for justice, LeBron James was just a kid. 

 

Star Friends: Mirror Magic by Linda Chapman 
 
Mia and her star animal, a fox named Bracken, must use their special powers to stop 
the forces of dark magic. Mia's older sister has started acting strangely and the Star 
Animals sense dark magic at work. Soon Mia discovers that the new compact mirror 
that her sister, Cleo, has been using must be to blame. Can the girls use their 
newfound Star Magic to help make things right? 
 

 

Captain Awesome to the Rescue by Stan Kirby  
Nobody loves comic books and superheroes more than Eugene McGillicudy, 
he even has his very own supersecret superhero alter ego named Captain 
Awesome. Eugene’s life changes when his family moves to a town called 
Sunnyview. Is Eugene up for the challenge of meeting new friends and 
defending his new town and the universe from “bad guys”?  

 

The Great Louweezie by Erica S. Pearl  
Arnold is a large black bear. His best friend, Louise, is a small chipmunk. But one 
day, Louise insists she is NOT Louise--she's the Great Louweezie, and she can 
predict the future! But when the Great Louweezie's demands begin to test Arnold's 
patience, the game feels much less fun. What will happen if friendship isn't in their 
future? 



 

 

Matilda by Roald Dahl  
 
Matilda is a sweet, exceptional young girl, but her parents think she's just a 
nuisance. She expects school to be different, but there she has to face Miss 
Trunchbull, a kid-hating terror of a headmistress. When Matilda is attacked by the 
Trunchbull, she suddenly discovers she has a remarkable power with which to fight 
back. It'll take a superhuman genius to give Miss Trunchbull what she deserves, and 
Matilda may be just the one to do it! 

 

I Am Helen Keller by Brad Meltzer 
 
When Helen Keller was very young, she got a rare disease that made her deaf and 
blind. Suddenly, she couldn't see or hear at all, and it was hard for her to 
communicate with anyone. But when she was six years old, she met someone who 
changed her life forever: her teacher, Annie Sullivan. With Miss Sullivan's help, 
Helen learned how to speak sign language and read Braille. Armed with the ability 
to express herself, Helen grew up to become a social activist, leading the fight for 
disabled people and many other causes. 
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