
Please note: This bibliography contains a mix of primary and secondary sources. It also uses 
contemporary geopolitical borders as its primary categorization method. We acknowledge, 
however, that geopolitical borders have changed over time and the current categorizations may 
or may not be the ones that were present at the time of the historical period discussed in these 
categorized sources. 

The Americas 
 
Audain, M., 2022. Mexican Canaan : fugitive slaves and free blacks on the American 

frontier, 1804-1867. Doctoral. Rutgers University. - Thesis regarding the migration of 
formerly enslaved people from the United States to New Spain (later Mexico). Link to 
dissertation.  

 
Boucher, N., 2022. Historian of Memory. [online] Brownalumnimagazine.com. Available 

at: 
<https://www.brownalumnimagazine.com/articles/2009-09-25/historian-of-memory
> [Accessed 23 August 2022]. - Article about how history is remembered and recorded. 
Link to article.  

 
Green, D., 2010. African Mexicans in Spanish Slave Societies in America. Journal of 

Black Studies, 40(4), pp.683-699. - Article regarding people of Afro-Mexican descent in 
colonial Spanish America. Link to article. 

 
Gurza-Lavalle, G., 2019. Against Slave Power? Slavery and Runaway Slaves in 

Mexico-United States Relations, 1821–1857. Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos, 
35(2), pp.143-170. - Article about diplomatic conflicts between Mexico and the United 
States provoked by the self-liberation of formerly enslaved people. Link to article.   

 
Hammack, M.E., 2022. Documents: Documentos. [online] María Esther Hammack, PhD. 

Available at: 
<https://mariaestherhammack.me/archivos-archives/documents-documentos/> 
[Accessed 9 Aug. 2022]. - Primary source documents of self-liberation. Link to view. 

 
Kelley, S., 2004. "Mexico in His Head": Slavery and the Texas-Mexico Border, 1810-1860. 

Journal of Social History, 37(3), pp.709-723. - Article regarding the Texas - Mexico 
border as a symbol of liberation. Link to article.  

 
LaRoche, C., 2014. Free black communities and the underground railroad. Urbana: Univ. 

of Illinois Press. - Book regarding the relationship between free black communities and 
the international Underground Railroad. Link to purchase. 

 

https://rucore.libraries.rutgers.edu/rutgers-lib/43982/
https://rucore.libraries.rutgers.edu/rutgers-lib/43982/
https://www.brownalumnimagazine.com/articles/2009-09-25/historian-of-memory
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40648535#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://online.ucpress.edu/msem/article/35/2/143/61667/Against-Slave-Power-Slavery-and-Runaway-Slaves-in
https://www.citationmachine.net/bibliographies/9bcdb388-51cf-424e-8fcb-44529b189e9a
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/236721760_Mexico_in_His_Head_Slavery_and_the_Texas-Mexico_Border_1810-1860
https://bookshop.org/books/free-black-communities-and-the-underground-railroad-the-geography-of-resistance/9780252079542


Mareite, T., 2020. Conditional freedom : free soil and fugitive slaves from the US South to 
Mexico's Northeast, 1803-1861. Doctoral. Leiden University. - Thesis concerning 
formerly enslaved people who migrated from the U.S. to Mexico. Link to thesis.  

 
Nichols, J., 2013. The Line of Liberty: Runaway Slaves and Fugitive Peons in the 

Texas-Mexico Borderlands. The Western Historical Quarterly, 44(4), pp.413-433. - 
Article regarding people who self-liberated along the Texas-Mexico border. Link to article.  

 
Price, R., 1996. Maroon societies: Rebel Slave Communities in the Americas. Baltimore, 

MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. - Systematic study on communities formed by 
formerly enslaved people in the Caribbean, Latin America, and the United States. Link to 
purchase. 

 
Stevenson, B., 2015. “Out of the Mouths of Ex-Slaves”: Carter G. Woodson’s Journal of 

Negro History “Invents” the Study of Slavery. The Journal of African American 
History, 100(4), pp.698-720. - Article regarding the academic study of slavery. Link to 
article.  

 
Wells, J., 2019. Blind no more. African American resistance, free-soil politics, and the 

coming of the Civil War. Athens: University of Georgia Press. - Book regarding the 
resistance to enslavement in the Americas. Link to purchase.  

United States 
Ainsworth, Kyle, "Portraits of Freedom" Opening Reception and Art Exhibition Grant 

Report for Humanities Texas" (2015). Library Faculty and Staff Publications, (19). 
Available at: <https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/libfacpub/19>  [Accessed August 23, 
2022]. - Grant report concerning an art exhibition. Link to report.  

 
 
Bacha-Garza, R. et al., 2019. The Civil War on the Rio Grande, 1846-1876. College Station: 

Texas A&M University Press.  - Book regarding the role of Texas and the Rio Grande 
during the American Civil War. Link to purchase. 

 
Baumgartner, A., 2020. South to freedom runaway slaves to Mexico and the road to the 

Civil War. New York: Basic Books. - Book regarding formerly enslaved people who 
self-liberated from the US to Mexico. Link to purchase. 

Contreras, R., 2020. Story of the Underground Railroad to Mexico gains attention. [online] 
AP NEWS. Available at: 
<https://apnews.com/article/mexico-race-and-ethnicity-archive-texas-d26243702f1
1e27b59b591332bb6775e> [Accessed August 1, 2022]. - Article regarding formerly 
enslaved people who self-liberated from the U.S. to Mexico. Link to article. 

https://scholarlypublications.universiteitleiden.nl/handle/1887/85166
https://academic.oup.com/whq/article/44/4/413/1901839
https://bookshop.org/books/maroon-societies-rebel-slave-communities-in-the-americas/9780801854965
https://bookshop.org/books/maroon-societies-rebel-slave-communities-in-the-americas/9780801854965
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.5323/jafriamerhist.100.4.0698
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.5323/jafriamerhist.100.4.0698
https://bookshop.org/books/blind-no-more-african-american-resistance-free-soil-politics-and-the-coming-of-the-civil-war/9780820354859
https://scholarworks.sfasu.edu/libfacpub/19/
https://bookshop.org/books/the-civil-war-on-the-rio-grande-1846-1876-volume-46/9781623499617
https://bookshop.org/books/south-to-freedom-runaway-slaves-to-mexico-and-the-road-to-the-civil-war/9781541617780
https://apnews.com/article/mexico-race-and-ethnicity-archive-texas-d26243702f11e27b59b591332bb6775e


Díaz Casas, M.C., 2019. Interrogando el archivo: registros sobre esclavos en el Tejas 
mexicano, 1821-1836. Diario de Campo, (5), pp. 67–81. Available at: 
<https://revistas.inah.gob.mx/index.php/diariodecampo/article/view/14701>  
[Accessed August 9, 2022]. - Article about archival records about formerly enslaved 
people in Mexican Texas (written in Spanish). Link to article. 

Faires, N., 2013. Across the Border to Freedom: The International Underground Railroad 
Memorial and the Meanings of Migration. Journal of American Ethnic History, 
32(2), pp.38-67. - Article about the meaning of borders and migration. Link to article.  

Irving Arts Center, 2017. Portraits of Freedom Art Exhibition Catalog. [online] 
Irvingartscenter.com. Available at: 
<https://www.irvingartscenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Portraits-of-Freedo
m-Catalog-Final-Web-Version.pdf> [Accessed 23 August 2022]. - Exhibition catalog 
from an art exhibit. Link to document.  

Lack, P., 1985. Slavery and the Texas Revolution. The Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 
[online] 89(2), pp.181-202. Available at: <https://www.jstor.org/stable/30239908> 
[Accessed 23 August 2022]. - Article regarding the interplay between slavery and the 
Texas Revolution. Link to article.  
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