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Good evening, my fellow Americans:

Tonight | want to speak to you of peace in Vietham and Southeast Asia.

No other question so preoccupies our people. No other dream so absorbs the 250 million human beings who
live in that part of the world. No other goal motivates American policy in Southeast Asia. For years,
representatives of our Government and others have traveled the world--seeking to find a basis for peace talks.
Since last September, they have carried the offer that | made public at San Antonio. That offer was this:

That the United States would stop its bombardment of North Vietnam when that would lead promptly to
productive discussions--and that we would assume that North Vietham would not take military advantage of our
restraint.

Hanoi denounced this offer, both privately and publicly. Even while the search for peace was going on, North
Vietnam rushed their preparations for a savage assault on the people, the government, and the allies of South
Vietnam.

Their attack--during the Tet holidays--failed to achieve its principal objectives.

It did not collapse the elected government of South Vietnam or shatter its army--as the Communists had
hoped.

It did not produce a "general uprising" among the people of the cities as they had predicted.

The Communists were unable to maintain control of any of the more than 30 cities that they attacked. And they
took very heavy casualties.

But they did compel the South Vietnamese and their allies to move certain forces from the countryside into the
cities.

They caused widespread disruption and suffering. Their attacks, and the battles that followed, made refugees
of half a million human beings.

The Communists may renew their attack any day.

They are, it appears, trying to make 1968 the year of decision in South Vietnam--the year that brings, if not final
victory or defeat, at least a turning point in the struggle.

This much is clear:

If they do mount another round of heavy attacks, they will not succeed in destroying the fighting power of South
Vietnam and its allies.

But tragically, this is also clear: Many men--on both sides of the struggle--will be lost. A nation that has already
suffered 20 years of warfare will suffer once again. Armies on both sides will take new casualties. And the war
will go on.

There is no need for this to be so.

There is no need to delay the talks that could bring an end to this long and this bloody war.

Tonight, | renew the offer | made last August--to stop the bombardment of North Vietnam. We ask that talks
begin promptly, that they be serious talks on the substance of peace. We assume that during those talks Hanoi
will not take advantage of our restraint.

We are prepared to move immediately toward peace through negotiations.

So, tonight, in the hope that this action will lead to early talks, | am taking the first step to deescalate the
conflict. We are reducing--substantially reducing--the present level of hostilities.

And we are doing so unilaterally, and at once.

So tonight | reaffirm the pledge that we made at Manila--that we are prepared to withdraw our forces from
South Vietnam as the other side withdraws its forces to the north, stops the infiltration, and the level of violence
thus subsides.



Our goal of peace and self-determination in Vietnam is directly related to the future of all of Southeast
Asia--where much has happened to inspire confidence during the past 10 years. We have done all that we
knew how to do to contribute and to help build that confidence.

A number of its nations have shown what can be accomplished under conditions of security. Since 1966,
Indonesia, the fifth largest nation in all the world, with a population of more than 100 million people, has had a
government that is dedicated to peace with its neighbors and improved conditions for its own people. Political
and economic cooperation between nations has grown rapidly.

One day, my fellow citizens, there will be peace in Southeast Asia.

It will come because the people of Southeast Asia want it--those whose armies are at war tonight, and those
who, though threatened, have thus far been spared.

Peace will come because Asians were willing to work for it--and to sacrifice for it--and to die by the thousands
for it.

But let it never be forgotten: Peace will come also because America sent her sons to help secure it.

It has not been easy--far from it. During the past 42 years, it has been my fate and my responsibility to be
Commander in Chief. | have lived---daily and nightly--with the cost of this war. | know the pain that it has
inflicted. | know, perhaps better than anyone, the misgivings that it has aroused.

Fifty-two months and 10 days ago, in a moment of tragedy and trauma, the duties of this office fell upon me. |
asked then for your help and God's, that we might continue America on its course, binding up our wounds,
healing our history, moving forward in new unity, to clear the American agenda and to keep the American
commitment for all of our people.

United we have kept that commitment. United we have enlarged that commitment.

Our reward will come in the life of freedom, peace, and hope that our children will enjoy through ages ahead.
Believing this as | do, | have concluded that | should not permit the Presidency to become involved in the
partisan divisions that are developing in this political year.

With America's sons in the fields far away, with America's future under challenge right here at home, with our
hopes and the world's hopes for peace in the balance every day, | do not believe that | should devote an hour
or a day of my time to any personal partisan causes or to any duties other than the awesome duties of this
office--the Presidency of your country.

Accordingly, | shall not seek, and | will not accept, the nomination of my party for another term as your
President.

But let men everywhere know, however, that a strong, a confident, and a vigilant America stands ready tonight
to seek an honorable peace--and stands ready tonight to defend an honored cause--whatever the price,
whatever the burden, whatever the sacrifice that duty may require.

Thank you for listening.

Good night and God bless all of you.



