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Dates to Remember 

Every Friday:  Rebecca not at work 
CogAT Testing Dates 
9/4, 9/5, 9/7:   3rd testing at 10:30;  K-1 testing at 12:00 
9/11, 9/12, 9/14:  6th testing at 1:10; 2nd testing at 10:30 and 12:00 
9/15:               Depth and Complexity Conference @ Wheat Ridge HS 
9/25:               Rebecca out of building till 12:00 for GT training/CogAT drop off 
9/27:               Creative Identification meeting @ EE 

 
 
 

Who are the Gifted? 

Each month I will share a little tidbit about this population and what makes them tick. 
 
So what are the main characteristics of the gifted?  Surprisingly, many of the traits are 
what you would expect out of gifted students.  BUT, there are many traits that muddy 
the waters, so to speak, making it difficult to identify these students.  Your constant 
chatter boxes, the students that need to move ALL THE TIME, or the over sensitive 
student.  Any one of these traits could be a part of a gifted child.   
 
Check out the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) - Traits of Giftedness  
Google “Traits of Gifted Children” and see what you find.   
 
Just remember, these kids aren’t gifted in just the area of identification.  It is who they 
are.  They will think differently in all their subjects, not just the ones in which they are 
identified. 
 
The first few weeks of PRIDE our 4th - 6th will be discussing what is means to be 
gifted.  We want these kids to accept their gifts, nurture them and help them grow.  

https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources/my-child-gifted/common-characteristics-gifted-individuals/traits


They will be exploring the character traits of the gifted and identifying which traits best 
describe them.   
 
http://www.davidsongifted.org/Search-Database/entry/A10920  
​ 14 Things gifted students want teachers to know about them 
 

 

Curiosity - The Underpinnings of Creativity 

How do we foster creativity in our classrooms and help nurture it in our students?  It 
begins with a question.  It begins with curiosity.  We are all pretty good at asking our 
students the higher level Bloom’s questions, but are our kids good asking quality 
questions?  Research is showing, NO.  In the 4 linked documents, Ian Byrd, has 
created a Curiosity Guide.  Some great food for thought.  Please take the time to read 
(fast readings). 
 

●​ Lack of curiosity in classrooms 

●​ Creating a safe space for curiosity 

●​ Balancing routines and novelty 

●​ Modeling Curiosity 

This year’s season of Puzzlements has already started! If you’re not on the list, sign up here for 

the free mailer. You’ll find a redesign featuring a new, hand-lettered logo! 

 

​  
 
 

Teacher Resources 

Each month I will share resources that can be used with your gifted population as well 
as your whole class.  Many of these resources will come from the Gifted Guru: Lisa 
Van Gemert (I heard her speak at the summer sessions in June) and Ian Byrd. 

Classroom Management 

Once you open a link, click on any of the bold titles for additional information.  Please 

pay special attention to the Long Term Success links - most critical with our gifted 

http://www.davidsongifted.org/Search-Database/entry/A10920
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wpaaKDF0eATWWrIeEg0XkBEmIAT7B7CfKMX6Po6RrOQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gWhRTD0973KBjgIC6htCevjMj_JJeHZX4ov5Ra9RJDA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12h8vS44BGi2r5lh6uP0Vz2UHQK4c7WfzT8yq-CMgCug/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EDd4bEYE4ylWKGLeygGr6ASE4gU542tHeAZitwxPbf8/edit?usp=sharing
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__t.dripemail2.com_c_eyJhY2NvdW50X2lkIjoiMTMzODMxNiIsImRlbGl2ZXJ5X2lkIjoiMzQ5MTc0NDUxNCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vcHV6emxlbWVudHMuY28-5FX19zPXJzZXVoZTJzcHNxeWV0MXQ0eXBkIn0&d=DwMFaQ&c=JyII1KghMEiRGbaxIH5zgA&r=xt3nPEz1aIHmASQ600gZNi0temrIAO-qq58-dxTVZcg&m=gT6RLp_y8Lm0ZsLlhpuWfz5zRiOGR19r7OZou_eTyaI&s=ShQ0QvX-eqHDpcWdzhaoohWFxauPHrT_F9U_EmhKQ70&e=


students. 

1.​ First Levels – How can we carefully set up the first few experiences of the 

school year to better prepare our students for success? 

2.​ Long Term Success – There’s more to students’ success than their academic 

improvements this year, or what classes they get into next year, or even what 

college they eventually go to. Let’s think really long term.  

Differentiation 

Click on the links to learn more: 
To Differentiate: Lower Floors and Raise Ceilings 
When you’re planning a task that is for a wide range of students, the terms “floor” and 
“ceiling” are easy shortcuts to increase the range of success for all kids. 

Complexity Is A Good Thing 
Differentiation is all about balancing the complexity of a task with the skill of the 
learner. 

Bad Behavior or Lack of Complexity? 
Differentiation means being aware of both a student’s skill and the complexity of a 
task. And it’s easier to adjust a task in the short term than to change a student’s skill. 

Perfectionism/Mindset 

Perfectionism is an abstract concept  that can take on many forms, healthy and unhealthy. 
Healthy perfectionism leads to achievement and productivity through a child’s strong 
self-confidence and motivation.  These children are motivated and goal oriented.  Unhealthy 
perfectionism manifests itself  in unnecessary stress and anxiety which can lead to 
depression and other serious mental health issues.  Learners displaying unhealthy 
perfectionism display procrastination and task avoidance.  The goal of teachers, parents, and 
support staff is to help students develop strategies to move them from unhealthy to healthy 
perfectionism. This article helps parents and teachers better understand the reasons behind 
perfectionism, the types of unhealthy perfectionism and how to help learners develop more 
positive coping strategies.  With support, these unhealthy orientations can be overcome.  

Reading 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__t.dripemail2.com_c_eyJhY2NvdW50X2lkIjoiMTMzODMxNiIsImRlbGl2ZXJ5X2lkIjoiMzQ5MTc0NDUxNCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJ5cmRzZWVkLmNvbS9jYXRlZ29yeS9iZXR0ZXItdGVhY2hpbmcvZmlyc3QtbGV2ZWxzLz9fX3M9cnNldWhlMnNwc3F5ZXQxdDR5cGQifQ&d=DwMFaQ&c=JyII1KghMEiRGbaxIH5zgA&r=xt3nPEz1aIHmASQ600gZNi0temrIAO-qq58-dxTVZcg&m=gT6RLp_y8Lm0ZsLlhpuWfz5zRiOGR19r7OZou_eTyaI&s=jU6Wr2YArwr7K0h1DUhxH73dK1lA0MCb9O1LEA_hUZg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__t.dripemail2.com_c_eyJhY2NvdW50X2lkIjoiMTMzODMxNiIsImRlbGl2ZXJ5X2lkIjoiMzQ5MTc0NDUxNCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmJ5cmRzZWVkLmNvbS9jYXRlZ29yeS9iZXR0ZXItdGVhY2hpbmcvbG9uZy10ZXJtLXN1Y2Nlc3MvP19fcz1yc2V1aGUyc3BzcXlldDF0NHlwZCJ9&d=DwMFaQ&c=JyII1KghMEiRGbaxIH5zgA&r=xt3nPEz1aIHmASQ600gZNi0temrIAO-qq58-dxTVZcg&m=gT6RLp_y8Lm0ZsLlhpuWfz5zRiOGR19r7OZou_eTyaI&s=1o81mky6rQIAi3kwhD15t6mAazSQ0kUK-CSRoudseLQ&e=
https://www.byrdseed.com/to-differentiate-lower-floors-and-raise-ceilings/
https://www.byrdseed.com/complexity-is-a-good-thing/
https://www.byrdseed.com/bad-behavior-or-lack-of-complexity/
http://www.nagc.org/sites/default/files/Publication%20PHP/NAGC-TIP%20Sheet-Perfectionism-FINAL_0.pdf


I shared these with a parent and thought I would share them with you. 
 
10  Imaginative scenes for teaching children to visualize as they read 

 
12 books recommended for bright 4th - 5th kids 
 
Books to challenge gifted 5th graders 
 
14 books recommended for bright 5th - 6th kids 
 
20 books recommended for bright 2nd - 3rd kids 
 
Blog with great suggestions and background information 
 
Gifted Readers and Reading Instruction 

Hoagies Gifted Education (contains more links to book lists than you would care to have ) 
 

​  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with questions or concerns.  Share with me areas you 
would like to learn more about (social/emotional needs, how to differentiate, compact 
instruction, and so on) and I will do my best to find that information. 
 
Rebecca Collins  
rccollins@dcsdk12.org 
 

https://www.readbrightly.com/childrens-books-teaching-visualization/
https://www.readbrightly.com/12-kid-approved-books-advanced-fourth-fifth-grade-readers/
https://www.readbrightly.com/12-kid-approved-books-advanced-fourth-fifth-grade-readers/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/book-lists/books-to-challenge-gifted-readers-5th-graders/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/book-lists/books-to-challenge-gifted-readers-5th-graders/
https://www.readbrightly.com/kid-approved-books-for-advanced-fifth-sixth-grade-readers/
https://www.readbrightly.com/books-for-advanced-second-third-grade-readers/?ref=PRHC4AD223318&aid=randohouseinc10241-20&linkid=PRHC4AD223318
https://www.readbrightly.com/kid-approved-books-for-advanced-fifth-sixth-grade-readers/
https://www.readbrightly.com/kid-approved-books-for-advanced-fifth-sixth-grade-readers/
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/book_whisperer/2009/03/mind_the_gap_engaging_gifted_r.html
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/levande.htm
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/reading_lists.htm
mailto:rccollins@dcsdk12.org
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