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{'  Malfante’s venture was part of this activity, as hjs account 'itself implies. H
seems to have traveled fairly widely in the region and was also eager [t’o re. ret
~ what he thought he learned about places he did not visit directly. s s

._ After we had come from the sea, we journeyed on horseback, always southwards, for
abqfut twelve days. For seven days we encountered no dwelling—nothing but sandy
~ plains; we proceeded as though at sea, guided by the sun during the day, at night by
~ the stars. At the end of the seventh day, we arrived at an oasis, where dwels very poor
people who supported themselves on water and a little sandy ground. They sow little,
living upon the numerous date palms. At this [oasis] we had come into Tueto [Tawat,
a group of oases]. In this place there are eighteen quarters, enclosed within one wall,
. and ruled by an oligarchy. Each ruler of a quarter protects his followers, whether they
i bein the right or no. The quarters closely adjoin each other and are jealous of their
privileges. Everyone arriving here places himself under the protection of one of these
rulers, who will protect him to the death: thus merchants enjoy very great security,
much greater, in my opinion, than in other North African kingdoms such as Tunis.
Though I am a Christian, no one ever addressed an insulting word to me. They
said they had never seen a Christian before. It is true that on my first arrival they were
~ scornful of me, because they all wished to see me, saying with wonder “This Christian
i has a countenance like ours”—for they believed that Christians had disguised faces.
1#i  Their curiosity was soon satisfied, and now I can go alone anywhere, with no one to

ek say an evil word to me.

nﬁmﬁ There are many Jews, who lead a good life here, for they are under the protection
... of the several rulers, each of whom defends his own clients. Thus they enjoy very se-
cure social standing, Trade is in their hands, and many of them are to be trusted with

the greatest confidence.
This locality is a mart of the country of the African Muslims, to which merchants

; come to sell their goods: gold is carried hither, and bought by those who come up
from the coast. There are many rich men here. The generality, however, are very poor,
for they do not sow, nor do they harvest anything, save the dates upon which they sub-
sist. They eat no meat but that of castrated camels, which are scarce and very dear.

" Itis true that the Arabs with whom I came from the coast brought with them

1 and barley which they sell throughout the year. |
It never rains here: if it did, the houses, being built of salt in the place of reeds,

id be destroyed. It is scarcely ever cold here: in summer the heat is extreme,
ore they are almost all blacks. The children of both sexes go naked up to t.he
afﬁfwcn These people observe the religion and law of Muhammad. In the vicin-

are 150 to 200 oases.
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