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The United States has previously accused Russia of demanding that foreign vessels request permissions to pass in the Arctic region and requiring 

Russian maritime pilots to board the ships, while threatening to use force against vessels failing to comply. "We've seen Russia 

advance unlawful maritime claims, particularly its regulation of foreign vessels transiting the Northern 

Sea route, which are inconsistent with international law," Blinken said at a briefing with Iceland's foreign minister in 

Reykjavik. 
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