
 
Inquiry: How successful were the Progressive Era reformers at bringing about 

change at the national level?   
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Source: The Shaping of the Twentieth Century. Richard M. Abrams. 1971. 
 
Progressivism sought to save the old view, and the old values and modes, by educating the immigrants and 
the poor so as to facilitate their acceptance of and absorption into the Anglo-American mode of life, or by 
excluding the “unassimilable” altogether; by making accommodations to the newly important wage-earning 
class - accommodations that might provide some measure of wealth and income redistribution - so as to 
forestall a forcible transfer of policy-making power away from the groups that had conventionally exercised 
that power.  When the economic and political reforms failed to restore the consensus by giving the previously 
unprivileged an ostensible stake in it, progressive energies turned increasingly toward using the force of the 
state to proscribe or restrict specific modes of social behavior, such as sexual behavior and drinking habits.  In 
the ultimate resort, it sought to constrict political discourse itself.  And that failed, too. 
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