
 

Louis Riel Day - Nov 16 
Louis Riel Day is held every year on November 16 across the Métis homeland. November 16 is 

the anniversary of Riel’s execution in 1885. During that year, Riel led Métis people in the 

Northwest Resistance, which was a stand against the Government of Canada because it was 

encroaching on Metis rights and our way-of-life. The Métis were defeated at the siege of 

Batoche and the Canadian government captured Riel. He was eventually put on trial where he 

was convicted of treason and executed. As a result, Métis people across Canada were labeled 

as traitors and for generations many felt the need to hide their Métis culture and heritage. 

Despite this oppression, many Métis people found a way to preserve their way-of-life and 

passed it on to current generations. Click here to learn more. 

https://www.metisnation.org/about-the-mno/culture-heritage/louis-riel-day/
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