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Scope Note:

This collection revolves around research largely done in the late 1980s and early 1990s, at the
beginning of the popularity of the All American Girls Professional Baseball League, which
gained popularity with the development of the 1992 blockbuster, A League of Their Own. Diana
Helmer’s work largely focused on the Racine Belles, a team in the All American Girls
Professional Baseball League, and was furthered by her close relationship with Anna May
Hutchinson and Irene Hickson, players from the league. While there is correspondence with
other players and fans of the game, the relationship between these women is central and capable
of being seen throughout all aspects of the research.

Players’ Association Newsletters

Series II, subseries d contains newsletters from the All American Girls Professional Baseball
League Players’ Association, a group that was created in the 1980s to reconnect many of the
players from the league’s years. In 1981, to foster connection between reunions and in-person
meetings, a newsletter was begun that would develop into Touching Bases in later years. While
this collection of newsletters was in possession of Diana Helmer and many of them were
addressed to her, a large portion of these newsletters came from Irene Hickson to assist Helmer
in her research, especially as she researched the current lives of the players. It is likely that the
collection here is not exhaustive of the newsletters that were published in the years contained
here.

Anna May Hutchison

Anna May (or Mae) “Hutch” Hutchison (1925-1998) was a pitcher and catcher in the All
American Girls Professional Baseball League from 1944 to 1948. In her tenure, she played for
both the Racine Belles (1944-1949) and the Muskegon Lassies (1949). The Louisville, Kentucky
native was a prominent side arm pitcher in the League and threw a no-hitter, led her team to a
championship, and made two all star teams in her career. Injuries to her arm cut her career short,
though. Following her baseball career, Hutchinson resided in Kenosha, Wisconsin and became a
respected golfer, bowler, and teacher. Following her retirement in 1987, she moved to Racine,
Wisconsin. She was inducted with the rest of the League to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1988.
Due to the advocacy of then-IWBC Director Ryan Woodward, “Hutch” was part of the Class of
2020 Kentucky Sports Hall of Fame.

! Some items in Series II are oversized, which will be marked in the finding aid, where needed. These items
are kept in a different box than the main collection and may need consultation if you are interested in these
items.



Irene Hickson

Irene Hickson (1915-1995) was a catcher in the All American Girls Professional Baseball
League from 1943 to 1951. She played for both the Racine Belles (1943-1950) and the Kenosha
Comets (1951). Prior to playing for the League, Hickson was a semi-professional softball player,
a track and field champion, and a boxer. She would also play for a men’s minor league baseball
team for a time after her professional women'’s career. Following her sports career, she opened a
restaurant called Home Plate and worked for Zayre. She was inducted with the rest of the League
to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1988.

All American Girls Professional Baseball League

The All American Girls Professional Baseball League was an all-women’s professional baseball
league that functioned during the war years, when men’s baseball had declined due to drafting of
service members. Founded by Philip K. Wrigley in 1943, it passed ownership twice in its tenure
(to Arthur Meyerhoff in 1944 and to a decentralized team owner structure in 1950). At its height,
the League played in 14 cities and drew one million fans. As men returned to the baseball
diamond and the rise of televised games increased, it became more difficult to maintain the
women’s league. The League folded in 1954 and the popularity of the League was revitalized
with A League of Their Own in 1992. The League was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in
1988, where it is part of the permanent Women in Baseball exhibit there.

Racine Belles

The Racine Belles was one of the inaugural teams of the All American Girls Professional
Baseball League and disbanded after the 1950 season. Located in Racine, Wisconsin, the team
played at Horlick Field. The team touted a powerhouse team through several season, and won the
League Championship in 1943 and 1946.

Bells of the Ballpark

Published in 1993 by Diana Star Helmer, this illustrated book attempts to tell the history of the
League with a focus on the Racine Belles. While the research started in the late-1980s as the
League became more known to people, it was published a year after the blockbuster hit, and
people felt it was a good depiction of the “real” story that the movie left out.

Publishing Materials

Series 111, folder 5 contains publishing materials surrounding the book Belles of the Ballpark.
Contained within this folder are items regarding marketing, outlines, and publisher
correspondence.



Biographical Note:

Diana Star Helmer (1962- ) is an American writer most known in the women’s baseball world for
her 1993 book Belles of the Ballpark which followed the Racine Belles of the All American Girls
Professional Baseball League following the release of the 1992 movie, A League of Their Own.
Helmer’s career as a writer has included work in children’s genres, screen and playwriting, and
sports and fitness, with her later career focusing on children’s materials. Beyond her Belles work,
Helmer wrote on women’s baseball leading up to the launch of the 1992 film and wrote more
general about Baseball (1999) in her Game Plan Series. She has also more generally written
about women'’s sports and women’s history, including her Teamwork in Action Series, where she
addressed specific Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA) teams.

Explanatory Note:

Fd. stands for folder

* indicates that a folder is located in an oversize box



Box 1

Series I: Diana Helmer Research Notes
Subseries a: Research Notes

Fd. 1. Hutch and Irene Notebook

Ed. 2. Girls [.eague Notebook

Fd. 3. Racine I Notebook

Fd. 4, Racine II Notebook

Fd. 5, Questions, Contacts, Clips

E Money and B t

Ed. 7. Newspaper Clips Notes

Fd. 8. Advertising Approaches
Fd. 9. AAGPBL Timeline

Fd. 10, Why Not Simply Softball?
Fd. 11, Individual Notes

Ed. 12, Female Athlete Perceptions
Fd. 13, Yearbook Notes

Fd. 14, Woody-Grand Rapids Manager
Fd. 15, Ted Spencer, HoF Curator
Fd. 16, Diamond Gal

Fd. 17, Leo Schrall Notes

Fd. 18, Bibliographical Notes

Fd. 19, Topical Notes

Fd. 20, Chapter Outline Notes

Fd. 21, Interview Documentation

Ed. 22, Jane and Orval Letter, February 1991

Fd. 23, September 1986
Fd. 24, Slides

Subseries b: Thought Collection
1, Chan

Fd. 2, Cuba

Fd. 3. 46

Fd. 4. 1950

Fd. 5, War End

Fd. 6. Reunion

Fd. 7. Home

Fd. 8, Road

Fd. 9, Game

Fd. 10, Chaps

11, Unmarked [
Fd. 12, Unmarked I1

Fd. 13. Thought and Chapter Outlines

S

S

1 Item
1 Item
3 Items
1 Item
1 Item

Slide Box

13 Fds.
3 Items
3 Items
2 Items
1 Item
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items
3 Items
3 Items
2 Items
1 Item
1 Item
14 Items
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eomQdvty_rsqwF_3gMi5EHvVM6jRB0m7/view?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/18sAm5y0HUslIBlaiQWwn5wecGd5YYyq1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YgPDqW9fZ7t9U0PrywAjG-o_OdqsMEEu/view?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ay-qWkn2sW8TRjv-ZNn6ckfzMKyH23M4/view?usp=drive_link
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Series II: Research Sources?

Subseries a: Books

Fd. 1, Major League Baseball, 1946

Fd. 2, MLB 1946 Copy®

Fd. 3, MLB 1947 Copy*

Fd. 4, MLB 1948 Copy’

Fd. 5, Merrie Fiddler thesis manuscript with Barbara Gregorich letter
Subseries b: Primary Sources

Fd. 1, Photographs and memorabilia with notes*
Fd. 2, 1990s Newspapers*

Fd. 3, Sport Life, Diamond Daisies*

Fd. 4, Belles of the Ball Game

Fd. 5. 1952 Girls Baseball League Magazine
Fd. 6, 1942-1945 Articles*

Fd. 7, 1946-1947 Articles*

Fd. 8, 1948 Articles*

Fd. 9, 1949-1951 Articles*

Fd. 10, Racine Journal Times Bundle*

Fd. 11, 1956-1987 Newspapers*

Fd. 12, Sports Collectors Digest, September 1988*
Fd. 13, 1988-1990 Newspaper Articles*

Fd. 14, 1991 Newspaper Articles*

Fd. 15, 1992 Newspaper Articles*

Fd. 16, Articles beyond the League Years (Dates Unknown)*
Fd. 17, Miscellaneous or Undated Articles*

Fd. 18. Racine Belles Bulletins

Fd. 19, 1947 Racine Belles Yearbook

Fd. 20, 1950 Kenosha Comets Scorecard

Fd. 21, Peoria Redwings Yearbooks

Fd. 22, Research subject contact

Ed. 23, 1988-1990 Correspondence

Fd. 24, Early-1991 Correspondence

Fd. 25. April 1-10. 1991 Correspondence

Fd. 26, April 11-30, 1991 Correspondence

Fd. 27, May 1991 Correspondence™

Fd. 28, June 1991 Correspondence™

Fd. 29, July 1991 Correspondence

Fd. 30, Late-1991 Correspondence

Fd. 31, 1992 Correspondence*

Ed. 32, 1993-2003 Correspondence
Ed. 33, Correspondence, Unknown dates

2 All folders that are indicated with a * are folders with oversize items and can be found

in the oversized box associated with this collection.

3 Photocopies of the book’s portion involving AAGPBL.
“Photocopies of the book’s portion involving AAGPBL.
Photocopies of the book’s portion involving AAGPBL.

6 Items
7 Items
9 Items
4 Ttems
5 Items
5 Items
5 Items
10 Items
8 Items
8 Items


https://drive.google.com/file/d/12EsaR2GJx66tCH9g3J3iDsuf3wfEh-uU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j-5awQ14H9d-Q53WwG-FGIRZduU3OT--/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkoqNKrdlbtpdnBYERzHAuwIm5CSn0qr/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ltH4gkILD_Cf3q13_TgjJhYFZRfZvMgi/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1apZBp1cG2ekQYchmKsDnAH-Ydcc_dmYj/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TvMEdNtW5GwU-1P7_wmx5EJt3acjPUje/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YiM4CmFQyKsZHKjv_xQWTguX81Ly3L7H/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gmoFwLdAWCfi5m9WmSXBwKpPhXR8zEYf/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XTd1zEirkT5eZdGgXGjm8hgQ4yjxamVj/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kCcdpidpwYz1oiMxX7BIF06gDVubazjT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p4XiMKCSog8NMyRL2tVL6qjc2Jjv_dPH/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vbPJn-A7J-CraziY23U1TsLOarMNiAu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1amVuc3FDhS_yWoVDxJQ9ogxgY7wfQOv7/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kXlsSdREAG7Elq8RaFIlNaOPIyBw8_GEpMkZDZJ7lT8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jzW5vrFM_Xk9vI7hRfHKwUJ8ehUMoFJUbFSTgFGa6o8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lgHNFzIv8AyTkRdesF9guGHpio5cMYK2ArrshZ2MUd0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_nJjs2OpYEa0dOxDh7_9ueGueHONAFEwamxbhGWjVNM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Vu7e-wTtvBZAbjOZDzr9TLgDMxR6zLyxD4XBUHE284/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fhwdghjytXOmKey1vvQFZflJ9CXZrMz4uVCZa9AEA9s/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/179onZ2eq40GUIIE2mSRBLPLOLynP0JHdmbhuyiUFKmQ/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QQPsStn3H21lYWBI0UUNVX3rgVEzqgO15XW-gwG4PvQ/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ervia2A9g-XnNbWAhXwAcrg2Jjyx_IbjzznxgnHciN8/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RFI1EtU5N74RgNSO5Eyg8WNgEUvb8VTT-Z4tAiOlZbQ/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t1hXpygb0BCZWYbd8kGPbsny567GF9CkHkJekKHDgsU/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pqNwHSb6hgxSIM0x3-47suBuNwabesivvsFGvaJAsfs/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1whVWROgblHqfRBo3AdXG5GLSTeVdLe8RG-52-_U4Px4/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VeEtmM0-h-D2fEeOlGaWJyvoRGwciSng8lzqp4Vq5x8/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DaZpQgy8AHtwt9JXyC4ussb9Y6eFplT7Lj9OP_0SSRA/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pRnAq0G8_I-H7-hT-Nt5mclXhiZHs__3soJZJE5oI88/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13vmtqX06G_yYs0XCGyTwaPl_OrK6Bmm4CTIBTo6o2HM/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pv2Hkr2Kv_wvISfE7IAxF0zjU4VGy9cYNChKeyfwd-w/edit?usp=sharing

Fd. 34, Publisher Correspondence
Fd. 35, Interview Notes

Fd. 36, 1991 Resource Packet with notes*

Fd. 37, Kenosha Times Bundle*

Fd. 38, Old Kenosha articles*

Subseries c¢: Secondary Sources

Fd. 1, The Women of Cooperstown

Fd. 2, Ken Sells History of the AAGPBL

Fd. 3, 1975 Current Biography, Phillip Wrigley
Fd. 4, 1989 Chicago History, Susan Cahn Article
Fd. 5, 1982 Women’s Sports, Seasons in the Sun
Fd. 6, Nostalgia, The Queens of the Diamond
Fd. 7, 1986 Diamond Gals

Fd. 8, 1982 Tempo, The Girls of Summer*

Fd. 9, 1986 Flint Area Sports HoF Booklet

Fd. 10, 1989 Smithsonian

Fd. 11, 1982 Search

Fd. 12, The Other Major League

Fd. 13, 1987 Sports Heritage

Fd. 14, Woman Players in Organized Baseball*
Fd. 15, Press Releases*

Fd. 16, Taylor-Roepke and Fiddler Articles

Fd. 17, Pamphlets and Newsletters

Fd. 18, Robert Boynton Sources

Subseries d: Players’ Association Newsletters
Fd. 1, 1981 Newsletters

Fd. 2, 1982 Newsletters

Fd. 3, 1983 Newsletters

Fd. 4, 1984 Newsletters

Fd. 5, 1985 Newsletters

Fd. 6, 1986 Newsletters

Fd. 7, 1987 Newsletters

Fd. 8, 1988 Newsletters

Fd. 9, 1989 Newsletters

Fd. 10, 1990 Newsletters

Fd. 11, 1991 Newsletters

Fd. 12, 1992 Newsletters

Fd. 13, 1993 Newsletters

Fd. 14, Undated AAGPBL PA Information
Series III: Diana Helmer Works

Fd. 1. 1992 Movie Articles

Fd. 2. 1993 Elysian Fields Quarterly

Fd. 3. Belles of the Ballpark Proof

Fd. 4, Belles of the Ballpark Unmarked Galley

Ed. 5. Publishing Materials
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5 Items
1 Item
1 Item
3 Items
18 Fds.
3 Items
1 Item
1 Item
1 Item
2 Items
1 Item
1 Item
1 Item
1 Item
1 Item
2 Items
1 Item
1 Item
1 Item
1 Item
3 Items
6 Items
5 Items
14 Fds.
8 Items
5 Items
2 Items
4 Ttems
2 Items
3 Items
5 Items
6 Items
5 Items
3 Items
2 Items
1 Item
2 Items
6 Items
5 Fds.
2 Items
1 Item
1 Item
2 Items
3 Items


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jZr8gGyXf8sdkzKtOw2du2WzCvNXGCLt/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FJvXr7eGWPF7CENs2A8TCLKMjkrvmXa0/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1N9GEQ8IGunAWmYpNt5V_syMu4x9YUt/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z4Bm4x0yZ7PxB2UiH87hFOK-H6Nx0FPr_iFrk3EkU2w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xuprtkvqhFRTagycCXTf_esPoD8OkzjEekjDrMKL8zg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xp2ULlTmu6UZCkJTnao-OwsDNK008FyBYmfPSZODkQA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u7vrpzlZblWVCfw0y5-BeijCZ-5M-u25/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HMe7_6WtOdRxAtyzmqtHvcKMRPeCGJT1FsLMImiUiRQ/edit?usp=share_link
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