Personal Electronic Devices (Cell Phones)
Dear Pilgrim Wood Families,
As you may recall, the Ministry of Education announced changes regarding personal electronic

devices (cell phone) use in schools that will take effect this school year. Our school’s existing
guidelines are in compliance with the changes announced by the Ministry of Education.

Students in Kindergarten to Grade 6

Should you feel that your child requires a personal device for the way to and from school, these
devices should remain in a student’s backpack throughout the day. With the high level of access to
technology for our primary and early junior students, and the early stages of their digital literacy,
students in these grades do not need personal devices for any academic reason. If there are special
circumstances for your child, we require you to have that conversation with your child’s classroom
teacher.

Students in Grade 7 and 8
Students in Grades 7 and 8 are not required to bring a personal device to school. However, they may
bring devices to school under the following circumstances:

m Students shall have their devices turned off and in their lockers/backpacks at all times, unless
explicitly requested by a teacher to bring the device to class to enhance the learning
experience.

m There may be times when teachers may encourage students to use their own devices for
academic purposes such as research, calculating, translating, virtual reality and/or coding.
Students will typically know at least one day in advance should a device be allowed for an
assignment. We understand that many students do not have personal devices. At school, we
will ensure that they will have appropriate access to all the school technology needed in order
to complete any assignments, and personal technology will never be a requirement for a
student to access the curriculum. Personal devices are only ever to be used for educational
purposes, and may not be used at lunch time or in the hallway between classes.

m Students will be expected to understand that personal devices brought to school are their
responsibility. Administration and teachers will attempt to solve the problem of lost, broken, or
stolen phones however, replacement costs are the responsibility of the student who owns it.

m Students are not to be using their devices in unsupervised or less supervised areas (i.e., halls,
stairwells, change rooms, bathrooms). Never, at any time, are students to take pictures, video,
or audio recordings of students or staff during the school day unless prior approval has been
set up as part of an assignment during which the teacher will supervise.

Parental Support
Parents, you can help us by supporting and modelling appropriate use of technology in order to
encourage your child to focus on academics in school.
Parents are requested to:
1. Refrain from texting your children throughout the day, and call the office for emergency
messages to be relayed. If your child texts you during class time, please respond with “please
go to the office, talk to an adult there and use the office phones.” Trust us. When you text your


https://hdsb.ca/our-board/Documents/Ministry-of-Education-Letter-to-Parents.pdf

child during class time and or accept texts from them, you are implicitly teaching them that they
do not have to pay attention in class, or use the adults in the building to help them problem
solve.

2. Buy a calculator for your child to use in Math class.

Make after school arrangements with your children in advance.

4. Remind your children of the appropriate uses of technology and social media, while reviewing
and monitoring their online activity outside of school hours.

5. Encourage your child to keep their personal device locked/secure when at school and to not
share their combinations or passwords with anyone else.

6. Counsel your children that devices brought to school are their responsibility. If items are lost,
broken, or stolen, the school will do everything it can to help find it and/or solve the problem,
but in the end, the replacement cost rests with the student who owns it.

w

Progressive Discipline
At Pilgrim Wood we follow a progressive discipline model which encourages teaching and learning as
the basis for changing behaviour. However, if students continue to make inappropriate use of their
devices despite clear expectations being outlined, consequences could include:
m The teacher will direct that the device be put away by either placing it on the teacher’s desk or
in the student’s locker, or take it to the office to be held in a secure location.
m The teacher will call home to indicate that device use in the classroom is becoming a problem.
m If the problem is ongoing, an Administrator will call home to indicate that the device in the
classroom is a problem and will recommend that the device not return to school for a period of
time and/or require a parent to come into the school to pick up the device.

General Policy About Technology Use for All Students

Outside of the use of personal devices (such as phones), every student at Pilgrim Wood Public
School will have contact with and use of instructional technology devices such as Chromebooks,
iPads, etc. From the moment they enter our school, we will be building their digital citizenship skills. If
we work together to be on the same page, we can raise technologically smart children who can
interact successfully on the global stage. In order for that to happen, teachers, administrators, and
parents need to be involved in and responsible for helping our students to understand and be aware
of the challenges of working with technology. To that end, all of us together will teach students to:

m not engage in plagiarism or downloading illegal content

m represent their online identity truthfully and only access account(s), information and systems
for which they are authorized.

m safeguard their passwords, account information, personal equipment and personal information
(i.e., home address, telephone number, work address/telephone number of parents/guardians,
or other identifying information such as video, images or the school’'s name or address) from
unauthorized users - basically don’t share your passwords!

m not post, publish or knowingly download any inappropriate content (e.g., illegal, dishonest,
offensive, swearing, racially offensive, sexual, threatening material or content that promotes
hatred or harm against any group or person) in the form of text, video, images or music

m not use any device to record audio or to take images or video of students, staff or any person
during school hours (including nutrition breaks)



m not engage in social texting or use of social media apps / websites during the school day to
connect with peers and/or family using any device

Our school is committed to preparing students for success in a technology-driven world. This includes
learning about digital citizenship and the importance of safe and responsible online behaviour.

The Halton District School Board Code of Conduct and the Technology & You webpage provides
specifics related to social media and cell phone use in HDSB schools.

As we head into September, we are asking for your support and collaboration to hold conversations at
home about these expectations and the importance of a focused learning environment.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Dean Chisholme Greg Ferrin
Principal Vice Principal
Pilgrim Wood PS Pilgrim Wood PS
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