
passé simple cheat sheet 
The passé simple is the literary equivalent of the passé composé, which means that it is used only in formal 

writing (e.g., historical and literary writing) and very formal speech. In such writing and speech, the passé simple is used 
alongside the imperfect, just as in everyday speech/writing, the passé composé and imperfect are used together. 

You will probably never need to speak or write the passé simple, but it is important to recognize when you read in 
French literature or articles. Fortunately, the passé simple is very easy to recognize. If a verb looks "weird" to you, 
chances are it's the passé simple.  
 

ER verb endings 
je​                -ai 
tu​               -as 
il, elle, on             -a 
nous​          -âmes 
vous               -âtes 
ils/elles          -èrent 

parler 
parlai 
parlas 
parla 
parlâmes 
parlâtes 
parlèrent 

IR/RE verb endings 
je                           -is 
tu                          -is 
il, elle, on              -it 
nous                -îmes 
vous                  -îtes 
ils/elles            -irent 

finir 
finis 
finis 
finit 
finîmes 
finîtes 
finirent​ 

rendre 
rendis 
rendis​  
rendit 
rendîmes 
rendîtes 
rendirent 

voir  (see below)  
vis 
vis 
vit 
vîmes 
vîtes 
virent 

 

Irregular verbs that follow the above IR/RE pattern 

s'asseoir​ s'ass-​ ​  
conduire  ​ conduis-  ​  
dire​ ​ d-​ ​  
écrire​ ​ écriv-​ ​  

faire​ ​ f-​ ​  
joindre​​ joign-​ ​  
mettre​ ​ m- 
naître​ ​ naqu- 

peindre​ peign- 
prendre​ pr- 
rire​ ​ r- 
voir​ ​ v- 

 

 
 

Irregular Verbs in the Passé Simple 
Most irregular verbs with a past participle that ends in -u use that past participle as the passé simple stem. 
These verbs and their stems are: 
 
The passé simple endings for irregular verbs: 

je      -s tu      -s il, elle, on      -t nous   -^mes vous   -^tes ils/elles   -rent 
 

 avoir   ​ eu- 
 boire   ​ bu- 
 connaître   ​ connu- 
 courir   ​ couru- 
 croire   ​ cru- 

   devoir   ​ du- 
   falloir   ​ fallu- 
   lire   ​​ lu- 
   pleuvoir   ​ plu- 
   pouvoir  ​ pu- 

   recevoir   ​ reçu- 
   savoir   ​ su- 
   valoir   ​ valu- 
   vivre   ​ vécu- 
   vouloir   ​ voulu- 

 

être ⇨ fu- 
je fus  
tu fus  ​ 
il fut  
nous fûmes   
vous fûtes    
ils furent    

avoir ⇨ eu- 
j'eus ​  
tu eus   
il eut   ​ 
nous eûmes  ​  
vous eûtes   
ils eurent   ​  

mourir ⇨ mouru- 
je mourus    
tu mourus   
il mourut 
nous mourûmes  
vous mourûtes    
ils moururent    

venir ⇨ vin- 
je vins 
tu vins 
il vint 
nous vînmes 
vous vîntes 
ils vinrent 

 



Passé Simple Practice 
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