
James Robert Eddy was born in 1916 in Knoxville, Tennessee. He served in the U.S. military for 

30 years, including in the Pacific Theater during World War II. He was an aircraft gunner and 

participated in operations on Guam, Tinian, and Saipan. After a stroke at age 48 while still in the 

service, he became a passionate advocate for disabled veterans and played a role in advancing 

the Americans with Disabilities Act. He passed away on February 2, 2005, in his hometown of 

Knoxville. 
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