
 
Gray-New Gloucester Little League Tee Ball Rules 2018 
 

How we play: We really just emphasize fun and working on learning the 
fundamentals of catching the ball, throwing the ball, and hitting the ball. 
 

 Tee Ball 

Age 4-6 Co-ed 
Innings n/a 
Time Limit 45 minutes 

 
Half Inning Over When All batters have batted. 

Player Playing Time All players play all outs. 

Batting Continuous batting order 

Hit 2 Batters in an inning n/a 

Mercy Rule n/a 

Drop Third Strike No 

Innings for a full game n/a 
 

Games called due to darkness or 
time limit. 

n/a 

Coaches in the field on defense Yes 

Pitching rules n/a 

Warm up pitches between innings n/a 

Live ball n/a 

Walks allowed n/a 

Stealing allowed n/a 

Passed ball advance n/a 
Keep Score & standings n/a 

Defensive overthrows n/a 

Bunting No 

Playoffs No 

Players eligible for all stars No 

Face Masks n/a 

Helmet Requirements All helmets must have either a C-flap extension 
or a full face mask to be eligible for play. 
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Gray-New Gloucester Little League Tee Ball Rules 2018 
 

Here are the guidelines: 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

●​ 45 minute time limit - supposed to be quick and fun for short 
attention spans. 

●​ Every kid hits once in every inning - every kid also scores. ​  
●​ Each hit is always a single - the kid hits the ball off the tee and 

runs to first and stays there. When the next kid hits, the kid on first runs to second, etc., 
with everyone advancing one base until everyone has hit. When the last person hits, 
everyone runs around all of the bases and everyone comes home. The last kid hits a 
grand-slam homerun every time, so make sure a different kid hits last every inning. Most 
coaches use the same lineup each week and rotate one position each inning.  

●​ Play is to first - When a ball is hit off the tee the kids in the field try to catch it and throw 
it to the first baseman, who tries to catch the ball and touch first. The end of the play is 
always the first baseman having the ball, touching first, and throwing it back to the coach at 
home who puts the ball on the tee for the next batter.  Late in the season, coaches may 
have players make plays at other bases.  At no point will runners return to the dugout after 
making an out. 

●​ No “outs”: There are no "runs" or "outs" in T-ball. The kids can swing and miss at the tee 
as many times until they hit it into fair territory. Even by some crazy chance should the 
team in the field get the ball to first before the kid hitting gets to first, that kid is not out. 
It's great for kids to get the ball to first before the runner, and we cheer that as a great 
play, but no one has to go back and sit on the bench or anything. It's just cool. (This almost 
never happens.)​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

●​ Coach pitch late in the season (optional) - After the first eight games, starting in the 
fifth week, and if both coaches agree to it, if you would like to ask the kids if they want the 
ball pitched to them instead of having them hit it off the tee, that's fine. 

●​ 3 Pitch Limit - If you're doing coach-pitch, however, please limit it to three pitches. If they 
can't hit any of those three, grab the tee and have them hit off of that. Games last 
FOREVER if we try to have T-ball kids swing until they hit. Please do not do that. That 
makes the kids in the field hate T-ball. And if a kid doesn't want to have a ball pitched to 
them, let that go. They signed up for T-ball and if that's what they want that's what they 
get.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

●​ Keep things quick - The point is to keep games moving quickly, so the kids have fun, they 
pay attention, and everyone goes home after about 45 minutes of playing time. We want to 
keep things upbeat, cheer every attempt, but also to keep the kids on task and focused on 
the game. There is a safety issue as well, as some kids will hit the ball pretty hard off the 
tee, and if the kids aren't paying attention they can get whacked. I know it's funny to talk 
about kids in tee ball picking flowers and playing in the dirt, but really try not to let that 
happen. These kids can and will pay attention if you keep them focused and show them that 
the game is fun and important.​ ​  

 
Manager’s binders contain lots of good tips on drills and how to organize your first four practices, 
how to teach how to catch and throw and hit, and how to organize things and make the games fun. 
 
Tee ball should fun and quick.  These kids are little and have short attention spans.  The goal is to 
keep them moving. 
​  
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