in early America (American democracy as

-How charity and "public service" was done

described by Alexis de Tocqueville):
]

"Americans of all ages, all conditions, and all dispositions, constantly form [voluntary]
associations. They have not only commercial and manufacturing companies, in which
all take part, but associations of a thousand other kinds - religious, moral, serious, futile,

extensive, or restricted, enormous or diminutive. The Americans make associations to
give entertainments, to found establishments for education, to build inns, to construct
churches, to diffuse books, to send missionaries to the antipodes; and in this manner|

hey found hospitals, prisons, and schools. If it be proposed to advance some truth, or|

man of rank in England, in the United States you will be sure to find an association. | met
notion; and | have often admired the extreme skill with which the inhabitants of the
United States succeed in proposing a common object to the exertions of a great many

men, and in getting them voluntarily to pursue it. | have since travelled over England,

whence the Americans have taken some of their laws and many of their customs; and it

seemed to me that the principle of association was by no means so constantly or so

adroitly used in that country. The English often perform great things singly; whereas the|

Americans form associations for the smallest undertakings. It is evident that the former|
people consider association as a powerful means of action, but the latter seem to

regard it as the only means they have of acting.

"When [an American] private individual meditates an undertaking, however connected it

may be with the welfare of society, he never thinks of soliciting the co-operation of the

government; but he publishes his plan, offers to execute it, courts the assistance o

other individuals, and struggles manfully against all obstacles. Undoubtedly he is often

less successful than the state might have been in his position; but in the end, the sum o

hese private undertakings far exceeds all that the government could have done.’
—Alexis de Tocqueville

-this is how FREE PEOPLE provide charity in an effective and efficient and ETHICAL way.
American Voluntaryism was crushed by government busybodies and control-freaks and

lazy 'humanitarians.' Our current fucked up system has been the result.






