
Unit 2 Rationale 
 

WHY THE EARLY AMERICAN CIVILIZATIONS UNIT IS IMPORTANT  
 

The Big Idea of this unit is that large complex civilizations, 
including those of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca, developed in the 
Americas before the arrival of Europeans. This unit orients 
students to the geography, climate, flora, and fauna of the 
Americas. It also presents an overall history and timeline 
highlighting the rise and fall of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca 
civilizations. In addition, the unit describes innovations and 
discoveries of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca and features myths 
from these ancient civilizations. 


