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Sources Inference  Evidence Explanation  Purpose 
X I can infer that the cause of the 

riot was because of 
____________________.  
 

“the newspaper printed a 
photo of ……”  

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of the 
…… 

This source was 
published to (A) the (A) 
that (M), so that (O)... 

 
Eww3= 

A 
 

 

Sin Wee: i can infer that the riot 
was caused by the muslims feeling 
that the British were not fair and 
was biased towards them. 

the oral recording says 
something about the riots, 
but it was not really clear. 

This suggests that the 
muslims were not 
happy with the British 
government 

it is to convey the 
dissatisfaction of the 
muslims about the 
British government. 

 
 

B 
 

 

I can infer that the judge was being 
biased towards Maria 

”she has no potential to 
become Muslim”  

This suggests that the 
judge was being unfair 
towards to Maria just 
because she was 
baptised and  

  

 
 

C 
 

 

I can infer that the cause of the riot 
was because the Malays felt that 
Maria was betraying their religion 
by being with a nun. 

the newspaper showed a 
photo of Maria with a nun 

This suggest that the 
riot was a result of the  

 

 
 

D 
 

 

I can infer that the riot was caused 
because of Maria who is a Dutch 
married to Muslim and the court’s 
decision which the public view as 
illegal regards to religious  

the video said about the age 
that Maria should not be 
married at below 16 which 
in Islamic law it is permitted. 

This suggests that the 
riot was a result of an 
attack on Islam an a 
outrage among the 
Muslim community in 

for the muslims to show 
that they  
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Singapore that 
targetted on Europeans 

 

 

 

Thinking like a Historian 

 Maria Hertogh riots 
(1950) 

Anti-National Service 
Riots 

(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

What caused 
the riot? 
 
 
 
 

The riot was caused due to 
the British court’s decision 
to return the 13 year old 

Dutch girl who was raised as 
a Muslim to her biological 

Christian parents. This action 
angered many within the 
Muslim community as the 

British court applied British 
colonial legal principles 

regarding personal law and 
domicile to override it, 

which the Muslim 
community perceived as 
ignoring or undermining 

their faith. 

 The riot was caused due to 
what the workers from the 

SBWU  was unfair treatment 
they also felt that the 

workers from the hock Lee 
bus employees union were 

given better treatment. 

The riot was caused due to 
Lim Yew Hocks’s government 

banning the SCMSSU 
because of it supposed 

communist activities. This 
action provoked the 

response of 5000 students 
taking over their schools and 
demanding the re-registrsion 
of the SCMSSU. On October 

24, after Lim Tew Hock made 
the radio broadcast 

announcement, the students 
were more defiant and 
willing to fight with the 

support of unions. 

Where did the 
riot take 
place? 
 
 
 
 

the riot took place at the 
Singapore high court and 

covenant of the holy infant 
Jesus 

 

 The Hock Lee Bus Riots 
took place in Singapore, 
mainly around the Hock 
Lee Bus Company depot 

along Alexandra road.  

in  Geylang, Tanjong Katong 
and Chinatown  sch 
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Who were 
involved in the 
riot? 

Maria, Che Aminah, the 
Muslim community 

 workers,employees of other 
bus companies,students  

Chinese students,Lim yew 
hock 

How long did 
the riot last? 
 
 

the riot lasted for 3 days 
from the 11 to 13 December 

in 1950 

 the riot lasted for 2 days 
from 12 may to 13 may 

1955.  

the riot lasted for three 
whole days from 25 October 

to 28 october 

What 
happened 
during the 
riot? 

the was a huge fight, with 18 
killed, 173 injured and many 
people’s property destroyed 

or damaged 

 4 people had died, 31 
injured  

13 people had died and 
more than 120 had been 

injured people like Lim chin 
siong, Fong Swee Suan and 
other union leaders were 

swiftly detained by the 
police in the aftermath of 

the unrest  
 

 

 

Reflection 

 Rate intensity by deleting the stars. 
 Maria Hertogh riots 

(1950) 
Anti-National Service 

Riots 
(1954) 

Hock Lee Bus Riots 
(1955) 

Chinese Middle Schools 
Student Riots 

(1956) 
 

Intensity Level 
(out of 5) 

 
“Intensity” could be based 

on the following: 

●​ duration of the 

event  
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●​ number of people 

involved 

●​ how the event 

spread  

●​ impact that 

resulted from the 

event (casualties, 

fatalities and 

damage to 

property) 

Explain why you have 
given this particular rating 
based on the above 
criteria 

    

What did the riot reveal 
about people’s feelings 
towards the government 
in Singapore? 

 

 \   

Did the riot change British 
attitudes or policies? 
 
 

    

Did the riot contribute to 
the people’s desire for 
self-government? If so, in 
what way(s)?  
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