
Last Update: 12/29/24 

Timeline 

June 2022 

Thursday, June 2 

Michael Rainville holds a meeting at the Barrel House in support of the Mill District Public Safety Project, 

an effort to support an MPD buyback program for the area. 

Week of July 4th, 2022 

Wednesday, July 6 

A resident files an ethics complaint against Michael Rainville regarding the Barrel House meeting. 

Friday, July 8 

9-11 AM – Ward 3 City Council Member Michael Rainville makes racist and Islamophobic comments at 

an event at Kramarczuk’s to discuss public safety efforts in the 3rd Ward 

Comments reportedly include that Rainville is “going over to a mosque in northeast to meet with Somali 

elders and tell them their children can no longer have that kind of behavior.” Loud applause is heard 

following the remarks. (Multiple audio and video recordings) 

Comments also reportedly include that “95% of perpetrators are Muslim.” (No audio recording known to 

be available) 

9:22 AM – Rainville comments first reported by Wedge Live 

11:35 AM – Board of Estimate and Taxation President Samantha Pree-Stinson issues statement 

condemning Rainville's comments 

11:37 AM – Additional Rainville comments reported by Conrad Zbikowski 

12:18 PM – Board of Estimate and Taxation President Samantha Pree-Stinson announces she will be filing 

an ethics complaint against CM Rainville 

12:26 PM – Wedge Live shares audio of Rainville comments 

12:41 PM - Board of Estimate and Taxation President Samantha Pree-Stinson confirms that CM Rainville 

will be at Dar Al-Qalam Islamic Center in Northeast at 1:30 PM 

https://twitter.com/WedgeLIVE/status/1545413060269146114?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/senorapree81/status/1545446587144540162?s=20&t=Kdieuw63d4waBt4SOGx_5w
https://twitter.com/ConradZbikowski/status/1545446999780216834
https://twitter.com/samforbet/status/1545457204693815299?s=20&t=xy8fQH1Jd_UG22FdRgvACw
https://twitter.com/WedgeLIVE/status/1545459271965491200?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g


1:48 PM – CM Rainville is photographed leaving Dar Al-Qalam Islamic Center. 

2:14 PM - Board of Estimate and Taxation President Samantha Pree-Stinson confirms with a friend who 

worships at the mosque that CM Rainville met with leaders at the mosque. 

3:21 PM - Southwest Alliance for Equity issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments. 

5:15 PM – The Minneapolis DFL issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments, calling for a 

public apology, and threatening to impose sanctions under the party’s Code of Conduct policy. Statement 

is jointly signed by Chair Briana Rose Lee and Vice Chair Mike Norton. 

 

5:34 PM – Star Tribune reporter Andy Mannix shares additional audio of CM Rainville’s comments 

5:35 PM – School Board candidate Lori Norvell issues a statement supporting the Minneapolis DFL 

statement 

5:43 PM – Congressional candidate Amane Badhasso issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s 

comments and calling for his resignation 

5:52 PM – State Senate candidate Sheigh Freeberg issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s 

comments 

7:29 PM – MN Workers United issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments and calling for 

the City Council to censure CM Rainville 

https://twitter.com/colocha_rachel/status/1545479854853804032?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/senorapree81/status/1545486624594731011?s=20&t=aRsVDhKmugIEQo9Sj9e8Kg
https://twitter.com/swaempls/status/1545503294801547264?s=20&t=dxEDKSioJ35o83AJ4O-Z0A
https://twitter.com/MinneapolisDFL/status/1545532141685161991?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/AndrewMannix/status/1545536891012923395?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/Norvell4SchBd/status/1545537039709478912?s=20&t=X1PNQevSF0yxeYpljLJEeA
https://twitter.com/Amane4Congress/status/1545538983555473409?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/SheighforMN65/status/1545541286597459968?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/MNWorkersUnited/status/1545565652307550209?s=20&t=yrIz4furDS2GKxztwHhGMw


7:35 PM – AFSCME Local 3800 issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments and calling for 

action by the City Council 

8:57 PM – Senate District 63 DFL Chair (and Congressional District 5 DFL Vice Chair) Amy Livingston 

issues a statement in support of the Minneapolis DFL statement, condemning Rainville’s comments, and 

saying CM Rainville “doesn’t deserve a leadership role in our city if he can’t even muster basic decency.” 

9:10 PM – The Minnesota chapter of the Council for American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) issues a 

statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments and calling for a public apology. 

10:01 PM – CM Rainville issues a brief statement apologizing for his comments. 

 

10:21 PM – Council Members Jamal Osman (Ward 6), Jeremiah Ellison (Ward 5), and Aisha Chughtai 

(Ward 10) issue a joint statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments, calling for a public apology and 

a meeting with the community regarding his comments, and suggesting that council members will work 

to take “formal actions at our disposal – whether it be ethics complaints, censure, or something else” to 

hold CM Rainville accountable. 

https://twitter.com/afscme3800/status/1545567395959513089?s=20&t=yrIz4furDS2GKxztwHhGMw
https://twitter.com/amyslivingston/status/1545587907821436929?s=20&t=8rClMB134AC094ruOuDJqA
https://twitter.com/CAIRNational/status/1545591120977137664?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/CAIRNational/status/1545591120977137664?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/MplsWard3/status/1545603926770302977?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/JamalOsmanMN/status/1545608985373466624?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g


 

10:27 PM – Council Member Elliot Payne (Ward 1) issues a statement supporting the 

Osman/Ellison/Chughtai joint statement and expressing solidarity with the Somali and Muslim 

communities. 

10:28 PM – Council Member Aisha Chughtai (Ward 10) issues a statement further condemning CM 

Rainville’s comments and calling for holding CM Rainville accountable. 

10:54 PM – New Brighton City Council member Abdullahi Abdulle issues a statement condemning CM 

Rainville’s comments and calling for a public apology. 

Time Unknown - Elected official inquires about filing a complaint against another elected official. Due to 

timing, it appears this may involve this incident. Ethics Officer Susan Trammel’s response indicates the 

city’s Anti-Discrimination, Harrasment, and Retaliation policy may also be relevant. 

https://twitter.com/ElliottForWard1/status/1545610533390401537?s=20&t=IBJafvCexBBQKYtsxNlZfQ
https://twitter.com/aishaforward10/status/1545610761019559938?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://twitter.com/abdullahi4NB/status/1545617469229998080?s=20&t=CGWwdvFMRN-ZgH-tXFR_7g
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/download/Agenda/4082/EthicsInquiryReportSeptember2022.pdf/74162/3455/Ethics%20Inquiry%20Report


 

Saturday, July 9 

9:11 AM – Council Member Robin Wonsley (Ward 2) issues a statement supporting the 

Osman/Ellison/Chughtai joint statement and expressing solidarity with the Somali and Muslim 

communities. 

10:17 AM - Bring Me the News publishes an article regarding the Rainville situation 

11:06 AM - Robbinsdale City Council Candidate Jonathan Healy condemns Rainville’s statement and calls 

for the DFL to revoke its endorsement of Michael Rainville. (For clarity, the DFL did not endorse Michael 

Rainville, or any candidate, in the Ward 3 election in 2021. He was, however, endorsed by the DFL Senior 

Caucus - Minneapolis Area Chapter.) 

11:48 AM - Council Member Jason Chavez (Ward 9) issues a statement supporting the 

Osman/Ellison/Chughtai joint statement, condemning CM Rainville’s statement, calling for accountability 

for CM Rainville, and expressing solidarity with the Somali and Muslim communities. 

12:44 PM - CAIR-MN shares video from FOX 9 covering the story and notes Rainville’s apology. 

12:51 PM - State Representative Aisha Gomez issues a statement supporting the Osman/Ellison/Chughtai 

joint statement, condemning CM Rainville’s comments, and asking for CM Rainville to “take steps to 

repair the harm he has caused.” 

3:04 PM - Adam Duxler of WCCO reports that Abdul Artan, Outreach Coordinator at Dar Al-Qalam, stated 

that CM Rainville met with him this morning to apologize for his statements. 

3:07 PM - State House candidate Osman Ahmed issues a statement supporting the 

Osman/Ellison/Chughtai joint statement, condemning CM Rainville’s comments, expressing solidarity 

with the Somali and Muslim communities, and saying “We shouldn’t have someone like Council Member 

Rainville representing our community after he told us what he believes.” 

6:47 PM - The Star Tribune releases an article discussing the July 4th shooting, gun violence, and public 

safety in Minneapolis. The article includes some information regarding CM Rainville’s statements, but 

does not include mention of the more controversial comments or the reaction to them. 

6:49 PM - WCCO releases an article regarding CM Rainville’s comments and the reaction to them. 

6:56 PM - The Somali Student Association at the U of M issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s 

comments and calling for a meeting with CM Rainville to “discuss not only how his comments brought 

harm but also find ways to bring a holistic approach to public safety that is as bottom-up as it should be 

top-down.” 

https://twitter.com/robin4mpls/status/1545772684394602496?s=20&t=yrIz4furDS2GKxztwHhGMw
https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-news/councilors-apology-for-singling-out-somali-youth-over-fourth-of-july-incidents
https://twitter.com/HealyForWard3/status/1545801461841375234?s=20&t=TsddQgZuy_o06NpUTBcJGw
https://minneapolisdfl.org/updates/minneapolis-dfl-delegates-endorse-7-candidates-for-city-council
https://twitter.com/JChavezMpls/status/1545812234147958787?s=20&t=fNVCXLvslbuQo06Fpjsf9g
https://twitter.com/CAIRNational/status/1545826272810618881?s=20&t=slkhLIDT93rFCc5tZWcHIQ
https://twitter.com/RepAishaGomez/status/1545828044958572545?s=20&t=slkhLIDT93rFCc5tZWcHIQ
https://twitter.com/AdamDuxter/status/1545861547439816704?s=20&t=hlsPr-bujP6dtH--MKcg5Q
https://twitter.com/osmanahmedmn/status/1545862122231537666?s=21&t=6XRb6zWV8i115aIBWNeo_Q
https://www.startribune.com/were-in-dire-trouble-after-mass-shooting-july-4th-minneapolis-braces-for-summer-of-gun-violence/600188971/
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/minneapolis-councilmembers-comments-create-contempt-some-forgive-while-others-demand-action/
https://twitter.com/SSA_UMN/status/1545919768456269825?s=20&t=i6F-1k0WmTwKKGtNg6PcRA


 

8:17 PM - CM Rainville’s policy aide, Henry Järvinen, asks the Somali Student Association to email the 

Ward 3 office and commits to work with them to schedule a meeting. 

8:26 PM - The Somali Student Association thanks Järvinen for reaching out and says they will be in 

contact after the weekend holiday. 

9-11:30 PM - CM Rainville holds a Mill District Block Party to “take back the streets.” 

https://twitter.com/HJarvs/status/1545940287310249988?s=20&t=i6F-1k0WmTwKKGtNg6PcRA
https://twitter.com/SSA_UMN/status/1545942414925316096?s=20&t=i6F-1k0WmTwKKGtNg6PcRA


 

9:05 PM - State Senate candidate Shaun Laden issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments 

and expressing solidarity with the Somali and Muslim community. 

9:10 PM - CM Rainville is photographed in attendance at the Mill District Block Party. 

9:12 PM - CM Rainville addresses a crowd and says “We’re taking the streets back!” 

9:48 PM - CM Rainville gives a speech to the crowd and warns attendees that they are being filmed and 

to be careful what they say. He also invites Interim Police Chief Amelia Huffman to address the crowd. 

10:21 PM - Video is released of Martha Holton Dimick, candidate for Hennepin County Attorney, telling 

CM Rainville at the rally “I am so proud of what you said the other day,” to which Michael Rainville 

replies “Thank you.” 

10:30 PM - CM Rainville is reported to leave the block party around this time, with a police escort. 

10:51 PM - Video is released of Martha Holton Dimick being interviewed regarding her conversation with 

Rainville, and she says that CM Rainville “said what a lot of people are thinking.” 

Sunday, July 10 

1:46 AM - More complete video is released of speeches by CM Rainville and Interim Chief Huffman. See 

Part 1, Part 2, and Part 3. 

12:19 PM - Martha Holton Dimick, candidate for Hennepin County Attorney, issues a statement stating 

that she was supporting CM Rainville’s statement regarding a need for additional law enforcement 

support in Minneapolis, not in regard to his statements regarding Somali youth. 

https://twitter.com/shaunladen/status/1545952343019192326?s=21&t=6XRb6zWV8i115aIBWNeo_Q
https://twitter.com/WedgeLIVE/status/1545953479830736897?s=20&t=uY7GaqWTXfeZe394x7i-pg
https://twitter.com/taylr/status/1545954090202587136?s=20&t=uY7GaqWTXfeZe394x7i-pg
https://twitter.com/taylr/status/1545963107251634177?s=20&t=uY7GaqWTXfeZe394x7i-pg
https://twitter.com/TigerWorku/status/1545971363030220800?s=20&t=A4Pma6gT-PD1Rj_A0Sg0tg
https://twitter.com/derekjjohnson/status/1546010227920740352?s=20&t=uY7GaqWTXfeZe394x7i-pg
https://twitter.com/TigerWorku/status/1545979003902824448?s=20&t=A4Pma6gT-PD1Rj_A0Sg0tg
https://twitter.com/Jimmi_Lotts/status/1546023131562770433?s=20&t=uY7GaqWTXfeZe394x7i-pg
https://twitter.com/Jimmi_Lotts/status/1546023559054741504?s=20&t=uY7GaqWTXfeZe394x7i-pg
https://twitter.com/Jimmi_Lotts/status/1546023915847311360?s=20&t=uY7GaqWTXfeZe394x7i-pg
https://twitter.com/Martha4Hennepin/status/1546182238538178561?s=20&t=fJBaA7HfTocxQwNSeLvEYg


2:17 PM - Board of Estimate and Taxation President Samantha Pree-Stinson shares that she has filed an 

ethics complaint against CM Rainville. 

5:56 PM - Senate DFL Chief of Staff (and former State Representative) Carly Melin issues a statement in 

defense of Martha Holton Dimick and accuses the “far left” of creating a “toxic environment.” 

6:16 PM - Star Tribune releases an article regarding CM Rainville’s comments and the reaction to them. 

7:15 PM - After additional context is provided in response to Carly Melin regarding CM Rainville’s 

comments and Martha Holton Dimick’s comments regarding them, Melin doubles down on her defense 

of Holton Dimick and attacking the “far left,” still providing no statement in regard to CM Rainville’s 

comments. 

11:33 PM - Board of Estimate and Taxation President Samantha Pree-Stinson shares that she has filed a 

discrimination report with the Minnesota Department of Human Rights regarding CM Rainville’s 

comments. 

Time Unknown - Elected official inquires about filing a complaint against another elected official. Due to 

timing, it appears this may involve this incident. Ethics Officer Susan Trammel’s response indicates the 

city’s Anti-Discrimination, Harrasment, and Retaliation policy may also be relevant. 

 

Week of July 11th, 2022 

Monday, July 11 

9:16 AM - An announcement is made that the Ethical Practices Board meeting for July 19 is canceled and 

the next meeting is September 20. The reason for the cancellation is not stated. (It was subsequently 

reported by the Star Tribune that the cancellation was due to scheduling conflicts and was not related to 

complaints against CM Rainville.) 

10:00 AM - Council Member Emily Koski (Ward 11) issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s 

statements and calling for CM Rainville to make a formal statement and hold a public meeting. Expresses 

support for other council members who called out CM Rainville’s comments. Calls for anti-racist coaching 

for council members. 

https://twitter.com/samforbet/status/1546211918771355648?s=20&t=fJBaA7HfTocxQwNSeLvEYg
https://twitter.com/carlymelin/status/1546267160279908355?t=OazsfyuFdHDv8XqKz4kEnQ&s=19
https://twitter.com/StarTribune/status/1546272081041580033
https://twitter.com/carlymelin/status/1546287100970106880?t=oENxHGj2HkAfTF3JVMGiXw&s=19
https://twitter.com/samforbet/status/1546351858519875584?s=20&t=BzN-nE79RQY1gaHEdauNFg
https://lims.minneapolismn.gov/download/Agenda/4082/EthicsInquiryReportSeptember2022.pdf/74162/3455/Ethics%20Inquiry%20Report
https://twitter.com/mplsclerk/status/1546498626804924417
https://www.startribune.com/some-minneapolis-council-members-want-to-censure-rainville-for-comments-but-its-not-so-easy/600190552/


 

9:52 AM - The Morning News with Vineeta Sawkar discusses CM Rainville’s comments and the reaction 

to them. 

10:13 AM - State Representative Hodan Hassan condemns CM Rainville’s comments on The Morning 

News with Vineeta Sawkar. 

8:12 PM - Council Member Andrew Johnson (Ward 12) issues a brief statement condemning CM 

Rainville’s comments.  

8:30 PM - KARE 11 releases an article and video regarding CM Rainville’s comments and the reaction to 

them. 

9:08 PM - Senate District 60 DFL issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments, calling for CM 

Rainville to “repair the harm he has caused and to seek restorative reconciliation” and calls for the City 

Council to sanction CM Rainville. 

https://twitter.com/TMNwithVineeta/status/1546507617320722433?s=20&t=6-UnN9AYaJD36hCufd91ZQ
https://twitter.com/TMNwithVineeta/status/1546648700956692482?s=20&t=a7xiqJ1CRZ2bFCjJ1HRj7g
https://twitter.com/CMAndrewJohnson/status/1546663687712378881?s=20&t=QjwI-Hvsca60PyuNk81Y3w
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/local/breaking-the-news/muslim-community-speaks-out-on-councilman-michael-rainville-comments-directed-at-somali-youth/89-d1184a81-e6fa-4da3-a98d-f6c30968cbde
https://twitter.com/SD60DFL/status/1546677921045270529?s=20&t=6nxJ3C23lCxUduUxn0cg5w


 

9:16 PM - State Senators Kari Dziedzic and Bobby Joe Champion release a statement condemning CM 

Rainville’s comments, expressing solidarity with the Somali and Muslim communities, and urging the 

council to “determine what next steps should be taken for accountability.” 

 

https://senatedfl.mn/senators-dziedzic-champion-release-statement-condemning-recent-harmful-remarks-by-minneapolis-council-member-michael-rainville/


10:16 PM - The entire Minneapolis delegation to the state legislature (except State Senators Champion 

and Dziedzic, who released a separate statement - see above) releases a statement condemning CM 

Rainville’s comments, urging CM Rainville to make good on his comments to meet with community 

members, standing in solidarity with the Somali and Muslim communities, and urging the council and 

Mayor to take formal action to hold CM Rainville accountable. 

 

Time Unknown - Multiple people inquire about the cancellation of the Ethical Practices Board meeting in 

July and some express concern that it could be related to a recent complaint filed against CM Rainville. 

Ethics Officer response that the meeting was canceled due to preexisting scheduling conflicts and that 

the complaint in question would not have made the July meeting even if it was held. 

 

Tuesday, July 12 

3:06 PM - Council President Andrea Jenkins (Ward 8) responds to a constituent email with a statement 

condemning CM Rainville’s comments and suggests the ethics investigation will determine if further 

https://twitter.com/ConradZbikowski/status/1546694956378636289?s=20&t=ev3a6KGJQWgIPQkC8dUhxA
https://twitter.com/samforbet/status/1546949207575171072


action is necessary. Encourages all council members to “do the work of becoming anti-racist and hold 

ourselves and each other accountable.” 

 

3:16 PM - Council Member Andrew Johnson (Ward 12) shares a more formal statement in his newsletter 

condemning CM Rainville’s comments and calling for restorative actions. 

 

5:35 PM - Council President Andrea Jenkins (Ward 8) shares her statement in her newsletter. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MPLS-31e7478?wgt_ref=MPLS_WIDGET_88


 

6:19 PM - Star Tribune releases a more detailed article, written by Liz Navratil and Faiza Mohamud, 

regarding CM Rainville’s comments and the reaction to them. There are several new pieces of 

information in the article:  

●​ A statement from Mayor Jacob Frey saying the “comments singling out the Somali community 

were hurtful and wrong.” 

●​ The city confirms there are two open ethics complaints involving CM Rainville. 

●​ Council Member Jamal Osman releases a statement expressing a willingness to forgive CM 

Rainville and says CM Rainville “has shown a willingness and desire to get to know the Somali 

community.” 

 

https://www.startribune.com/calls-for-accountability-forgiveness-mount-after-minneapolis-council-member-rainvilles-remarks/600189674/


 

Wednesday, July 13 

1:07 PM - CCO (City Coordinator’s Office) Staff issue a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments. 

1:16 PM - Former State Representative (and mayoral candidate) Kate Knuth issues a statement 

condemning CM Rainville’s comments. 

Thursday, July 14 

10:38 AM - The Northeaster is reported to have published an editorial discussing the events early in the 

morning of July 5. Among other things, the editorial refers to the response to CM Rainville’s remarks as 

“virtue signaling.” 

https://twitter.com/ccostaffmpls/status/1547281680288866306?s=20&t=dxEDKSioJ35o83AJ4O-Z0A
https://twitter.com/kateknuth/status/1547283948337872897?s=20&t=dxEDKSioJ35o83AJ4O-Z0A
https://twitter.com/DaviSense/status/1547606472246276097?s=20&t=4ajHusQ79__Tv5ZqyP8nvg
https://www.mynortheaster.com/wp-content/news-archives/220713Northeaster/#page=2


 

2:24 PM - Additional statement released by Council Member Robin Wonsley (Ward 2) condemning CM 

Rainville’s statements. 

 

3:01 PM - Council Member Michael Rainville has an interview with Liz Collin of Alpha News. Among 

other things, CM Rainville suggest bringing back the loitering ordinance repealed by the City Council in 

2015 on a 12-1 vote, saying “There are those who say it’s a tool the police need. I look forward to the 

public discussion.” (For additional context on the repeal of the loitering law, see this article from 

MinnPost.) 

https://twitter.com/MplsWard2/status/1547663434006667268?s=20&t=vq1HSQD8KNRK76lcG0a72g
https://alphanews.org/minneapolis-democrat-says-july-4th-madness-captured-the-deterioration-of-civility/
https://www.minnpost.com/politics-policy/2015/06/why-repeal-minneapolis-lurking-and-spitting-laws-succeeded-time/


5:02 PM - The Guthrie Theater issues a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments and supporting 

the Osman/Ellison/Chughtai statement.

 

9:17 PM - Senate District 51 DFL releases a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments and 

supporting the statement by the Minneapolis DFL. 

 

https://twitter.com/GuthrieTheater/status/1547703015259353090?s=20&t=pcCpq_U-3Hqwe3nwmSHkkw
https://twitter.com/SD51DFL/status/1547767398329069569?s=20&t=98saBV2vOaAygAPqvro_kA


Friday, July 15 

1:39 PM - Senate District 63 DFL releases a statement condemning CM Rainville’s comments and 

supports the Minneapolis DFL statement

 

2:07 PM - Star Tribune releases another article, written by Faiza Mahamud, regarding CM Rainville’s 

comments and the reaction to them. In particular, the article involves possible formal steps, such as the 

ethics complaints and the rules governing a motion to censure by the City Council. Council members are 

reported to have differing opinions on whether to wait for the result of the Ethical Practices Board 

process before adopting a motion to censure CM Rainville. Additionally, CM Rainville is reported to have 

a private meeting schedule for the evening of Friday, July 15 with Somali American leaders and youth. 

 

https://twitter.com/sd63dfl/status/1548014312932880391?s=20&t=dOCe_0ay7C9U0QqcHA4aAg
https://www.startribune.com/some-minneapolis-council-members-want-to-censure-rainville-for-comments-but-its-not-so-easy/600190552/


 

3:30 PM - Star Tribune columnist Myron Medcalf writes regarding CM Rainville’s comments and the harm 

they caused to the Somali American community. 

4:11 PM - Council Member Aisha Chughtai (Ward 10) releases an additional statement in her newsletter 

condemning CM Rainville’s comments and calling for formal accountability measures from the council. 

 

Week of July 18th, 2022 

Monday, July 18 

3:27 PM - CM Rainville states that he was told that Liz Collin was doing the interview as an independent 

reporter, not as a reporter for Alpha News. Staff subsequently informed CM Rainville that Liz Collin is on 

the “do not talk to” list. 

Wednesday, July 20 

10:50 AM - Following a meeting with Council Members Michael Rainville and Jamal Osman, the Somali 

Student Association releases a statement thanking CM Rainville for the meeting and reiterating the 

association’s priorities for public safety. 

https://www.startribune.com/medcalf-the-lasting-damage-of-minneapolis-city-council-member-michael-rainvilles-rant/600190775/
https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MPLS-3218313?wgt_ref=MPLS_WIDGET_79
https://twitter.com/amityf/status/1549128755716788227?s=20&t=yWCWxWvmTBD2ybY2rNSYhg
https://twitter.com/SSA_UMN/status/1549783866096979969?s=20&t=GNTsqn3qSX7QvAxwe6s8UA


 

12:38 PM - Liz Collin publicly states that CM Rainville was aware the interview was for Alpha News and 

indicates she spoke with CM Rainville regarding an earlier story. (CM Rainville’s staff claimed that CM 

Rainville’s quotes had been pulled from other sources.) 

5:37 PM - Star Tribune releases an article by Faiza Mahamud discussing reactions to CM Rainville’s 

comments and his recent meetings with members of the Somali community, including the recent 

meeting with the Somali Student Association. The article notes that CM Rainville “has promised to work 

with Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey and council members to provide some funding for the Somali 

community, particular the youth in the upcoming budget,” according to CM Osman. The article also 

notes that “Rainville has not responded to interview requests from the Star Tribune, and his office did 

not answer wide-ranging written questions that included what support for youth and community would 

look like.” 

5:44 PM - County Commissioner Irene Fernando (District 2) issues a statement condemning CM 

Rainville’s comments, encouraging CM Rainville to “remove himself from entities where his 

https://twitter.com/amityf/status/1549811115076603906?s=20&t=GNTsqn3qSX7QvAxwe6s8UA
https://www.startribune.com/rainville-making-the-rounds-apologizing-after-remarks-about-somali-youth/600191779/
https://www.hennepind2.com/statements/2022/7/20/statement-on-racist-comments-by-minneapolis-councilmember-rainville


discriminatory views will negatively impact efforts to foster equitable community safety, including the 

Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee.” The statement also notes that CM Rainville “backtracked and 

demonstrated that he had not been communicating with me in good faith. It became clear that he was 

not planning to hold a public community meeting as demanded by his Muslim colleagues, and that his 

communications with me had been an effort to stop me from speaking publicly on this issue.” 

Commissioner Fernando also states that she supports “efforts by Councilmember Rainville’s city council 

colleagues to take formal and public accountability measures to condemn his racist remarks and hold 

him accountable.” 

 



 

5:45 PM - The Star Tribune Opinion section publishes an opinion written by resident Konrad Friedemann 

in response to the column by Myron Medcal, in which he defends CM Rainville’s comments and agrees 

with CM Rainville’s remarks that a “significant majority” of the participants in the reckless and dangerous 

activity on July 4 “appeared to be Somali or from other East African communities… based on their 

language and their dress.” 

Thursday, July 21 

6:30 PM - Council Member Rainville holds a meeting with constituents at Stonebridge Lofts. Audio is 

recorded by constituent and SD59 DFL Chair Conrad Zbikowski and reported on by Wedge Live. Full audio 

is available here and Wedge Live’s reporting is available here. CM Rainville makes reference a few times 

to how he knows he is being recorded now. 

Talks about a need to support police and remarks on how the barricades on the street can improve 

public safety. Asks for constituents to submit feedback regarding the upcoming street reconstruction. 

Acknowledges a need to improve training for MPD and talks about the importance of the new “duty to 

intervene” policy. Supports nomination of Dr. Cedric Alexander to be Community Safety Commissioner. 

Some residents express discomfort with the idea of wealthy neighborhoods getting more policing 

because they can pay for it. (Context: MinnPost article on this subject) CM Rainville gives a fairly neutral 

response to the question, however, separately CM Rainville has been part of fundraising efforts to hire 

off-duty cops in the Mill District. 

CM Rainville suggests that residents encourage young people to become police officers and assist with 

recruiting. Also encourages residents to call 911 a lot, even for nuisance crimes so that these calls are 

included in the crime statistics for the area. 

https://www.startribune.com/counterpoint-rainvilles-attention-to-july-4th-mayhem-was-not-a-rant/600191782/
https://twitter.com/ConradZbikowski/status/1550291573044297731?s=20&t=LqUSkLE2jhCw4QcSkOj21w
https://twitter.com/WedgeLIVE/status/1550447375713460225?s=20&t=LqUSkLE2jhCw4QcSkOj21w
https://www.minnpost.com/metro/2022/07/why-are-wealthier-minneapolis-neighborhoods-receiving-extra-police-patrols/


Week of July 25th, 2022 

Monday, July 25 

4:29 PM - Council Member Robin Wonsley (W2) releases an additional statement condemning CM 

Rainville’s comments in her newsletter. 

 

Tuesday, July 26 

2:55 PM - The Northeaster publishes letters to the editor from local residents condemning CM Rainville’s 

comments and the Northeaster’s editorial. 

 

Saturday, July 30 

9:47 AM - Southwest Alliance for Equity releases a statement signed by over 50 residents and also has a 

statement published in MinnPost, which also calls on CM Palmisano to issue a statement regarding the 

matter. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/MPLS-3250f4e?wgt_ref=MPLS_WIDGET_64
https://www.mynortheaster.com/wp-content/news-archives/220727Northeaster/#page=2
https://www.mynortheaster.com/wp-content/news-archives/220713Northeaster/#page=2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LHvLT0v-WG0u3iBKIWLMVbv_xaLMxCkEs06Pi4Rlyko/
https://www.minnpost.com/community-voices/2022/07/michael-rainvilles-troubling-comments-and-linea-palmisanos-harmful-silence/


 

September 2022 

Tuesday, September 20 

4:00 PM - The Ethical Practices Board holds its regular meeting. As the bulk of the board’s business is 

conducted in executive session, it is not known what action (if any) was taken in regard to complaints 

regarding this matter. Several complaints were acted upon, all of which were dismissed. One of these 

complaints related to Michael Rainville’s meeting at the Barrel House. It is not known if any of the other 

cases were relating to Michael Rainville. 

November 2022 

Thursday, November 10 

6:15 AM - Conrad Zbikowski announces a campaign challenging Michael Rainville in the 2023 election. 

Tuesday, November 15 

3:00 PM - The Ethical Practices Board held its regular meeting. Probable cause was found for one case 

and the others were dismissed. It is not known if any of these cases relate to Michael Rainville. 

December 2022 

Tuesday, December 6 

6:14 PM - Michael Rainville announces his re-election campaign. 

https://www.conradzbikowski.org/
https://fb.watch/hscPin7JrD/


Friday, December 16 

6:27 PM - Challenger Conrad Zbikowski files an ethics complaint against Michael Rainville regarding his 

campaign video, alleging violations of Ethics Code 15.110 (Political Activity).  

2023 

Tuesday, March 14 

6:37 PM - Marcus Mills announces a campaign challenging Michael Rainville in the 2023 election. 

Saturday, April 29 

~12:45 PM - Michael Rainville wins the DFL endorsement for the 2023 election with 72% of the vote on 

the first ballot. 

Tuesday, November 7 

~9:15 PM - Michael Rainville is re-elected to another term. 

2024 

Tuesday, November 22 

Michael Rainville announces he is running for re-election. 

Tuesday, November 27 

6:57 PM - Emilio Rodriguez announces his candidacy for Ward 3. 

Tuesday, December 10 

6:57 PM - Jacob Thomas announces his candidacy for Ward 3. 

Officials and Candidates Condemning Rainville Comments 

●​ Minneapolis City Council (and Mayor) 

○​ Jacob Frey, Mayor 

○​ Elliot Payne, Ward 1 

○​ Robin Wonsley, Ward 2 

○​ Jeremiah Ellison, Ward 5 

○​ Jamal Osman, Ward 6 

○​ Andrea Jenkins, Ward 8, President 

○​ Jason Chavez, Ward 9 

○​ Aisha Chughtai, Ward 10 

https://twitter.com/ConradZbikowski/status/1603909727255134208?s=20&t=JVI8aebIAAJ1b5XZQvaaaA
https://library.municode.com/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_TIT2AD_CH15ETGO_ARTITR_15.110POAC
https://mills4millcity.org/
https://twitter.com/JoshMartinMpls/status/1652369013341577217
https://vote.minneapolismn.gov/results-data/election-results/2023/council-ward-3/
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=cc12dec6d4c0964e9318bb010&id=8d2a6f448c
https://x.com/emilio4ward3/status/1861937392468275707
https://x.com/JacobForWard3/status/1866621060646572527


○​ Emily Koski, Ward 11 

○​ Andrew Johnson, Ward 12 

●​ Minnesota State Senate 

○​ Bobby Joe Champion, District 59 

○​ Kari Dziedzic, District 60 

○​ Scott Dibble, District 61 

○​ Omar Fateh, District 62 

○​ Patricia Torres Ray, District 63 

●​ Minnesota House of Representatives 

○​ Fue Lee, District 59A 

○​ Esther Agbaje, District 59B 

○​ Sydney Jordan, District 60A 

○​ Mohamud Noor, District 60B 

○​ Frank Hornstein, District 61A 

○​ Jamie Long, District 61B 

○​ Hodan Hassan, District 62A (currently, running for 62B due to redistricting) 

○​ Aisha Gomez, District 62B (currently, running for 62A due to redistricting) 

○​ Jim Davnie, District 63A 

○​ Emma Greenman, District 63B 

●​ Other Elected Officials 

○​ Irene Fernando, Hennepin County Board of Commissioners, District 2 

○​ Samantha Pree-Stinson, President, Minneapolis Board of Estimate and Taxation 

○​ Abdullahi Abdulle, New Brighton City Council 

●​ Candidates for Elected Office 

○​ Minneapolis School Board 

■​ KerryJo Felder, At-Large 

■​ Abdul Abdi, District 1 

■​ Fathia Feerayarre, District 3 

■​ Lori Norvell, District 5 

●​ Former Elected Officials 

○​ Kate Knuth, State Representative, District 50B (2007-2012) 

●​ Party Units 

○​ Minneapolis DFL 

○​ Senate District 51 DFL 

○​ Senate District 59 DFL 

○​ Senate District 60 DFL 

○​ Senate District 63 DFL 

○​ Stonewall DFL 

○​ Minnesota Young DFL 

●​ Unions 

○​ AFSCME Local 3800 

○​ MN Workers United 



●​ Other Organizations 

○​ CCO (City Coordinator’s Office) Staff 

○​ Council for American-Islamic Relations, Minnesota Chapter 

○​ Guthrie Theater 

○​ Somali Student Association, University of Minnesota - Twin Cities 

○​ Southwest Alliance for Equity 

●​ Party Officials 

○​ Minneapolis DFL 

■​ Briana Rose Lee, Chair 

■​ Mike Norton, Vice Chair 

○​ Conrad Zbikowski, SD59 DFL Chair (also Minneapolis DFL Operations Officer) 

○​ Amy Livingston, SD63 DFL Chair and CD5 DFL Vice Chair 

○​ Senate District 51 DFL 

■​ Donavon Indovino Cawley, Chair 

■​ Diane McLaughlin, Vice Chair 

■​ Hannah Lindstrom, Secretary 

■​ Max Collins, Treasurer 

■​ Andrew Weston, Outreach and Inclusion Officer 

■​ Dan Nordquist, Technology Officer 

○​ Senate District 60 DFL 

■​ Doron Clark, Chair 

■​ Arfasse Gemeda, Vice Chair 

■​ Sam Law, Secretary 

■​ Jake McCormick, Treasurer 

■​ Kaytie Kamphoff, Outreach and Inclusion Officer 

○​ Steven Frich, Stonewall DFL Chair 

○​ Quentin Ocama, Young Democrats of America President 

●​ Former Candidates for Elected Office 

○​ Amane Badhasso, US House District MN-4 (defeated in primary) 

○​ Shaun Laden, State Senate District 62 (defeated in primary) 

○​ Sheigh Freeberg, State Senate District 65 (defeated in primary) 

○​ Osman Ahmed, State House District 62A (defeated in primary) 

○​ Jonathan Healy, Robbinsdale City Council (defeated in primary) 

Officials and Candidates Supporting Rainville Comments 

●​ Candidates for Elected Office 

○​ Martha Holton Dimick, County Attorney * 

●​ Media 

○​ Northeaster 

●​ Former Candidates for Elected Office 

○​ Steve Carlson, Secretary of State (defeated in primary) 



* Holton Dimick later walked this back and suggested her statements were in regard to CM Rainville’s 

statements calling for additional law enforcement personnel. 

What Could Happen Next? 

It is ultimately impossible to predict how situations like this will unfold. This will depend on further 

developments, including what other information is unearthed by journalists, what further actions and 

statements Council Member Rainville makes in the future, and the reactions to all of this by elected 

officials, the party, and the public. 

Further details regarding the rules for removal (and lesser penalties) are discussed here. Based upon 

existing law and the available facts, removal does not appear to be an option. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12HgPNfTH6HqPUbeEo8Watih_PQJL6DqX6-xR774Ffi0/
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