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Reminders ♡ 
 

★​ Happy New Year!  We hope everyone 
was able to rest and recharge over Winter 
Break! 
 

Reading & Writing  
In Skills this month, we will wrap up Unit 5 and 
begin working on Unit 6.  In each of the three 
previous units, we focused on 8-9 letter-sound 
correspondences.  In Unit 6, we will focus on 
only 1 new letter-sound correspondence, the 
‘s’ spelling for the /z/ sound.  Students have 
already learned the spelling ‘z’ for the /z/ 
sound.  In this unit, they will learn that the 
spelling ‘s’ is a spelling alternative for /z/. One 
goal for this unit is to encourage students to 
automatize the letter-sound correspondences 
and blending procedures they learned in Units 
3–5. 
 

In Knowledge this month, we will work on Domains 6 and 7. In Domain 6, students will 
learn about many different tribes of Native Americans, who each had their own 
unique traditions and way of living.  They will learn how different geographical 
locations influenced lifestyles and that each Native American group has its own 
distinct culture. Students will read about how Native Americans today keep alive 
some of the traditions and practices of their ancestors. 
 
In Domain 7, students will listen to both nonfiction and fiction stories about kings, 
queens, and royal families. Students will build their understanding of the 
responsibilities, lifestyle, and customs associated with royalty throughout history. In this 
domain, students will focus on written communication by sequencing events from the 
beginning, middle, and end of stories.  They will also have the opportunity to compare 
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and contrast their own families with the life of royal families.  Additional Parent 
Resources can be found at the MCPS Reading @ Home Website.  
 

Math ☆ 
This month, we will be wrapping up Module 3.  In this module, students will compare 
and analyze length, weight, capacity, and numbers.  They will use language such as 
longer than, shorter than, as long as; heavier than, lighter than, as heavy as; and 
more than, less than, the same as.  Please see pages 7-12 for ways you can work with 
your child at home to reinforce the skills that are being taught in school. 
 

Science & Social Studies 🌎 
In science, students will expand their exploration of weather.  They will learn to make 
weather observations, and make daily observations for at least two weeks.  Students 
will explore rain and construct a rain gauge to make more detailed observations.   
 
Students will also explore ways to observe wind, and use a flag as a model to 
construct  a tool for observing wind.  They will look for patterns in their weather 
observations, investigate severe wet weather patterns (thunderstorms and blizzards), 
and act as scientists to develop a forecast.  Finally, students will apply their 
understanding of weather patterns and severe wet weather to investigate materials, 
and design and test a roof to keep the rain/snow out of a schoolyard shed.  
 
In social studies, students will learn that globes and maps are models of real 
locations/places, and relate these locations to their own homes, neighborhoods. and 
communities.  They will be able to describe landforms and bodies of water.  Students 
will also learn about natural/physical and human-made features. They will also learn 
about modifying and adapting the environment. 

2 

https://sites.google.com/view/mcpsreadingathome/home


 

Dolphin Pod Post 
Dr. Charles R. Drew Elementary School 

 
 

3 



 

Dolphin Pod Post 
Dr. Charles R. Drew Elementary School 

 
4 



 

Dolphin Pod Post 
Dr. Charles R. Drew Elementary School 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scan the QR codes above to access the Caregiver Hub! 
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