
Burlington-Edison High School Running Start Program 
Please look at the website info videos, and fill out our Running Start Interest form, after you read these pages. 
 
What is Running Start?  Running Start is a state-legislated option allowing prepared high school students to 
simultaneously earn college and high school credit by taking college coursework at their local community or 
technical college. Eligible students may take up to 15 college credits numbered 100 level or above tuition-free 
(free/reduced lunch students 18 credits), but are responsible for their own transportation, books, and fees. 
Verified free/reduced lunch students also get fees waived, but only for the first 15 credits. Funding for 
Running Start can occur for up to six quarters during junior and senior year, excluding the summer quarters.  
 
Who is eligible? Must be at least a junior  = have 14 credits. Students should place into college-level reading, 
writing, and mathematics. 
 
How do college credits transfer to high school credits? College credits will be translated to high school 
credits as per WAC 180-51-050, where 5 college quarter credits = 1.0 high school credit. College classes 
taken to meet specific graduation requirements must be chosen from the B-EHS course equivalency guide and 
noted as such on the student’s quarterly enrollment form. College grades will be transferred as earned, with a 
college W (withdrawal up to 6 weeks into the term) = high school NC (no credit), college V (student stopped 
attending, did not officially withdraw) = high school F, college Z (did not pass) = high school F. 
 
Is a Running Start student eligible for athletics and activities?  Students continue to be eligible for 
athletics/activities and must comply with WIAA requirements and the B-EHS Athletics/Activities Code. 
According to the WIAA handbook and B-E policy a student enrolled in Running Start must adhere to the 
following in order to be eligible for participation: 1) must be regular in attendance, having attended 85% of 
their scheduled classes; 2) must meet all high school standards; 3) must be continuously enrolled, earning 2.5 
graduation credits each quarter (13 quarter credits) monitored at any time; 4) must meet with the Athletic 
Director and complete a WIAA Running Start contract; 5) pass Advisory. 
 
What is the college schedule like?  The colleges have three quarters during B-EHS’ two semesters. Students 
are responsible for following the school calendar where they attend. The colleges and B-EHS begin and end 
the school year at different times, do not have the same Spring Break, and vary on particular days off. College 
classes are structured for more homework, with each hour of class time requiring about two hours of 
homework. Thus, taking a five-credit college class would require 5 hours in class and 10 hours of homework. 
State law in 2011 created a maximum number of credits/classes that the state will fund: 
 
         Number of B-EHS classes​ Number of College credits*​ ​  

1 19  
In addition to tuition, students with 
their free/reduced lunch verification 
letter on file at SVC may have some of 
their books and fees covered, as well. 

2 17 
3 15 
4 13 
5 11 
6 9 
7 7 
8 6 

 
What else should I consider?  Most B-EHS students who choose Running Start take classes part-time, taking 
a college class or two while also attending the high school. The Running Start students who are most 
successful are particularly organized, responsible, self-motivated, and academically oriented, as the college 
demands all of those qualities and is an adult environment. Most students experience lower grades than they 
earned in high school, as college work is more difficult and faster-paced. 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/be.wednet.edu/counseling/college-credits-while-in-hs?authuser=0
https://forms.gle/1nhNJ8M2a8kjVxgR8


 
 
 

Skagit Valley College 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Whatcom CC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bellingham Tech College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For help with these steps, please work with your counselor. 
 
 

Burlington-Edison Running Start Course Equivalencies 



English 
Drama 131, 144 & 146 
English 101,102, 103, 111, 112,113, 170, 220, 230, 236, 
244, 245, 246, 254, 280 
Journalism 101 
Literature 115, 221, 223, 240, 261 
Communications Studies 105, 125, 126, 141, 220, 230 

Credit Limits 
BEHS classes BEHS 

FTE 
College Credits 

1 .13 19 
2 .26 17 
3 .39 15 
4 .52 13 
5 .65 11 
6 .78 9 
7 .91 7 
8 1.00 5 

CTE 
Courses 100 and above in: 
Accounting, Allied Health Ed., Automotive Tech, Business, 
Business Management, Computer Information systems, 
Computer Science, Criminal Justice, Culinary Arts and 
Hospitality Management, Dental, Diesel Power Tech, Early 
Childhood Ed., Environmental Conservation, Fire Protection 
Tech, Geographic Info Systems, Human Services, 
Journalism, Manufacturing Tech., Multimedia & Interactive 
Tech., Nursing, Office Administration and Accounting, 
Welding Tech 

Science 
Courses 100 & above: 
Astronomy, Biological Science, Chemistry, 
Earth Science, Environmental Conservation, 
Geology, Natural Science, Nutrition, Physics 

World Language 
World Languages 
100 or above 
 

Fine Arts 
Art 100 and above 
Drama 100 and above 
Humanities 116, 117, 
118 
Music 100 and above 

PE 
PE 100 and above 

Mathematics 
Business Admin 215 
Math 100 and above 

 
Social Studies 

Washington State History History 214 
Civics - required for Class of 2024 and later Political Science 202 (preferred) 

Political Science 101, 201, or 213 accepted 
Classes of 2023 and earlier: US History A and US History B History 147 AND History 148 

Classes of 2024 and later: US History A and US History B History 148 preferred or History 147 accepted 
Classes of 2023 and earlier: CWP and Senior Social Studies 
elective 
 
Classes of 2024 and later: Senior Social Studies elective 
(taken as another class besides the one counting as Civics) 
​
​
​
​
​
 

Economics 100 and above 
Ethnic Studies 100, 111, 112, 120, 123, 201, 
210 
Geography 100 
History 128, 219, 240, 245, 270, 280, 283 
Psychology 100 
Sociology 101, 107, 112, 160, 201 
Social Science 100, 109, 110, 211, 280, 281 
Political Science 100 and above 
Philosophy 101, 215 
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                                                                                                             For Your Records 
 
 
Memorandum of Understanding Between  
Students and Parents and Burlington-Edison High School 
Pertaining to Enrollment in Running Start 
 
We, the student and parent, understand the following conditions to be true if we choose Running Start as an 
educational opportunity. 

1.​ We understand that the student must be of junior standing, having earned at least 14 credits. 
2.​ We understand that if the student has a college grade point average below a 2.0 he/she will be on 

Academic Probation which could result in being dropped from Running Start. 
3.​ We understand that Running Start courses must be classes that are at the 100 level or above. 
4.​ We understand that tuition for courses is free, but that the student is responsible for all other costs 

associated with attendance (parking, travel, books, fees, etc.) 
5.​ We understand that in order to be successful, the student must be self-motivated and self-directed, and 

that even so, some students experience a drop in their GPA. 
6.​ We understand that parent contact regarding the student’s progress is not the responsibility of the 

College or B-EHS. When a student chooses to attend Running Start, parents will not receive progress 
reports, report cards or have the opportunity for parent/teacher conferences. 

7.​ We understand that the parent and B-EHS will not be notified if a student withdraws from or stops 
attending a Running Start class. 

8.​ We understand the average age at Skagit Valley College is 28 according to SVC’s Spring 2011 data, 
and that Running Start students may be in courses with students who range in age from 16 to 70-plus. 

9.​ We understand that students seeking a B-EHS diploma must meet all graduation requirements, 
including one of the state’s graduation pathways and B-EHS’ 4-year Advisory program with a 
community exit presentation. Students will not be allowed to go through B-EHS commencement 
exercises unless they have met all B-EHS graduation requirements at the time of Senior Check-out. 

10.​ We understand that students remain enrolled in their Advisory class if they are on campus during 
Advisory, and are responsible for communicating with that teacher and completing that work. 

11.​ We understand that local colleges are on a quarter system and that B-EHS is on a semester system, 
therefore the starting dates, ending dates and vacation times will differ. 

12.​ We understand that part-time Running Start students will be responsible for checking on any changes 
to the B-EHS schedule (assemblies, Advisory, half-days, testing schedules, etc.).  

13.​ We understand that Running Start students are eligible to participate in athletics and activities at 
B-EHS and must take the equivalent of 7 B-E classes or 13 college credits and be passing Advisory. 
However, some students may experience difficulty maintaining that “tiger pride” or meeting eligibility 
requirements when they are on the B-EHS campus for a shortened period of time, or not at all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Memorandum of Understanding Between  
Students and Parents and Burlington-Edison High School 
Pertaining to Enrollment in Running Start                         (Return this page to your counselor or complete online) 
 
We, the student and parent, understand the following conditions to be true if we choose Running Start as an educational 
opportunity. 

1.​ We understand that the student must be of junior standing, having earned at least 14 credits. 
2.​ We understand that if the student has a college grade point average below a 2.0 he/she will be on 

Academic Probation which could result in being dropped from Running Start. 
3.​ We understand that Running Start courses must be classes that are 100 level or above. 
4.​ We understand that tuition for courses is free, but that the student is responsible for all other costs 

associated with attendance (parking, travel, books, fees, etc.) 
5.​ We understand that in order to be successful, the student must be self-motivated and self-directed and 

that even so, some students experience a drop in their GPA. 
6.​ We understand that parent contact regarding the student’s progress is not the responsibility of the 

College or B-EHS. When a student chooses to attend Running Start, parents will not receive progress 
reports, report cards or have the opportunity for parent/teacher conferences. 

7.​ We understand that the parent and B-EHS will not be notified if a student withdraws from or stops 
attending a Running Start class. 

8.​ We understand the average age at Skagit Valley College is 28 according to SVC’s own data, and that 
Running Start students may be in courses with students who range in age from 16 to 70-plus. 

9.​ We understand that students seeking a B-EHS diploma must meet all graduation requirements, 
including one of the eight pathways and B-EHS’ 4-year Advisory program with a community exit 
presentation. Students will not be allowed to go through B-EHS commencement exercises unless they 
have met all B-EHS graduation requirements at the time of Senior Check-out. 

10.​ We understand that students remain enrolled in their Advisory class if they are on campus during 
Advisory, and are responsible for communicating with that teacher and completing that work. 

11.​ We understand that local colleges are on a quarter system and that B-EHS is on a semester system, 
therefore the starting dates, ending dates and vacation times will differ. 

12.​ We understand that part-time Running Start students will be responsible for checking on any changes 
to the B-EHS schedule (assemblies, Advisory, half-days, testing schedules, etc.). 

13.​ We understand that Running Start students are eligible to participate in athletics and activities at 
B-EHS and must take the equivalent of 7 B-E classes or 13 college credits and be passing Advisory. 
However, some students may experience difficulty maintaining that “tiger pride” or meeting 
eligibility requirements when they are on the B-EHS campus for a shortened period of time, or not at 
all. 

 
It is through this Memorandum of Understanding that we, the student and parent, take full responsibility 
for the success of the student while attending Running Start. 
 
 
Student Signature                     Date                                         ​ Parent Signature          
​ Date 

 
Office use only - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
Counselor ________________________________________date____________________________ 
 
Overall gpa _________      Credits earned __________        Grade level as of Fall 2021  _________​  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10m-pDCsrJTYj_WjxS1tBOEU3AUuPAY3SVBgp75wvrP8/edit
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