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15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one 

who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”  

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At 

the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for 

everything is now ready.’  

18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I 

must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 

19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. 

Please excuse me.’  

20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  

 

 



 
 

21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 

became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town 

and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  

22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’  

23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them 

to come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will 

get a taste of my banquet.’” 

* Select any parts that stand out to you, and add a 
comment or question about it! 

Discuss 

How do you prepare to host a big party? 

The servant is sent to call together the guests who already RSVP’d “yes” to the party. Why do 

you think they say yes and then say no? The oxen will be there tomorrow. How would you feel if 

you were the master of the party? 

Why does the master send the servant out two more times to fill the banquet? 

Some people view themselves as open-minded, but when it comes time to act, they become 

closed. The first invitees say that they want to go to the banquet, but change their mind. The 

second round of guests were more open to the invitation, and they experienced all the master 

had to offer. Why are the second and third round of people more open and responsive? 

Spiritual Invitation 

Are you open to God meeting a real need in your life? What need would you like God to meet? 
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Missional Opportunity 

How can you be like the servant, and invite people to check out God? Write down a list of 

people you know from your school. Do brief listening prayer. Who will you focus on inviting this 

week? 

GROW 

Is it time to grow the Jesus community on campus? If yes, get ready to host a launch party. Go 

to our GROW phase (intervarsity.org/adopt-a-campus/host-launch-gathering). Use this guide to 

host your own party and invite others to explore God with you.  

 

 

Name What is God saying to you 
through this passage? 

What action can you take this 
week in response?  
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