
CHURCH-STATE SEPARATION 

  

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/06/828462517/another-break-fro
m-the-past-government-will-help-churches-pay-pastor-salaries 

In the way it was designed, the $2 trillion corona relief fund undermines church-state separation. 
The relief includes $350 billion for Small Business Administration (SBA) loans that are largely 
forgivable, making them more like grants. In a statement describing businesses that would be 
eligible for these loans, the SBA announced that “Faith-based organizations are eligible to 
receive SBA loans regardless of whether they provide secular social services.” Because these 
loans are processed through the Paycheck Protection Program, at least 75% of the funds must 
go to cover paychecks. Connect the dots and what you get is the government providing 
forgivable “loans” to be used in paying salaries for pastors, rabbis, imams, and others in similar 
positions.  

A legal remedy to this breach is unlikely. In 2018 the Trump administration made Federal 
Emergency Management Agency funds available to churches, synagogues, masques, and 
similar organizations for facility repairs and reconstruction—a move which the Supreme Court 
declined to take into consideration. This is the first time federal monies will be used to pay the 
salaries of religious figures, a plan that appears to violate the “establishment clause” of the First 
Amendment: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion. This clause 
is understood to mean not only that the state cannot establish an official religion, but that it 
cannot act in a way that advantages one religion over another or even privileges religious 
institutions over non-religious ones, according to Cornell Law School. In an NPR interview, 
Alison Gill of American Atheists noted that this funding “directly contradicts the establishment 
clause of the First Amendment. This is the most drastic attack on church-state separation we 
have ever seen.” (Write-up 4/10/2020) 

INSIST to administration figures and your Congressmembers that any additional SBA funding 
for coronavirus relief must preclude the payment of salaries for religious leaders and ASK that 
monies currently granted not be used for this purpose 

• Pete T. Gaynor, Director, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 500 C St. Southwest, 
Washington DC 20472, (202) 646-2500 

• Jovita Carranza, Administrator, Small Business Administration, 409 3rd St. SW, Washington 
DC 20416, (800) 827-5722 
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• Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader, 217 Russell Senate Office 
Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2541 

• Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, 1236 Longworth House Office 
Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-496 

• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 

  

  

CONSUMER PROTECTIONS and WORKPLACE RIGHTS 

  

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/04/07/business/more-grocery-store-workers-die-employees-
call-better-protection/ 

https://www.albertsonscompanies.com/helping-you-through-covid-19/albertsons-companies-ucf
w-launch-joint-effort.html 

https://katu.com/news/coronavirus/how-coronavirus-threatens-seasonal-farmworkers-at-the-hea
rt-of-the-us-food-supply 

https://ufw.org/covidaction33120 

https://www.npr.org/2020/04/10/832076074/white-house-seeks-to-lower-farmworker-pay-to-help
-agriculture-industry 

Workers given “extended first responder” or “emergency personnel” status are “prioritized for 
testing and provision of personal protection equipment during the coronavirus outbreak,” 
according to the Boston Globe. (Whether such tests and equipment are actually available for 
anyone is another question.) At the moment, we are all dependent on workers in the food 
system. For this reason, the United Food and Commercial Workers International Union and 
Albertson Companies are calling for grocery workers to be given such status. Farmworkers, who 
play a key role in our food system, have been largely left out of coronavirus relief legislation thus 
far, and they would also benefit from special status regarding access to tests and protective 
equipment. Meanwhile, White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows and Agriculture Secretary 
Sonny Perdue are looking for ways to lower the wages of foreign “guest” farmworkers (about 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/edit
https://thedemlabs.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9259840cacd8f01e4ab5952e8&id=9cd7c19a08&e=cb2b8e5a0b
https://thedemlabs.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9259840cacd8f01e4ab5952e8&id=9cd7c19a08&e=cb2b8e5a0b
https://thedemlabs.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9259840cacd8f01e4ab5952e8&id=8327548b6b&e=cb2b8e5a0b
https://thedemlabs.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9259840cacd8f01e4ab5952e8&id=8327548b6b&e=cb2b8e5a0b
https://katu.com/news/coronavirus/how-coronavirus-threatens-seasonal-farmworkers-at-the-heart-of-the-us-food-supply
https://katu.com/news/coronavirus/how-coronavirus-threatens-seasonal-farmworkers-at-the-heart-of-the-us-food-supply
https://ufw.org/covidaction33120
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/10/832076074/white-house-seeks-to-lower-farmworker-pay-to-help-agriculture-industry
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/10/832076074/white-house-seeks-to-lower-farmworker-pay-to-help-agriculture-industry


10% of the farm workforce) as a form of coronavirus “aid” to agriculture. Farmworkers are 
already not covered by federal minimum wage rules and many workplace safety regulations. 
Putting a significant portion of our food supply workers into under additional financial pressure at 
the time that we need them most. (Write-up 4/10/2020) 

URGE that grocery workers and farm workers be given “extended first responder” or 
“emergency personnel” status—our lives depend on them—and INSIST that wages for all 
farmworkers, including guest workers remain at current levels or, better yet, be raised because 
of the hazards of such work at the present moment 

• Mark Meadows, Chief of Staff, the White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington 
DC 20500, (202) 456-1111 

• Sonny Perdue, Secretary, Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, 
Washington DC 20250, (202) 720-2791 

• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 

  

  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/08/coal-black-lung-coronavirus/ 

Coal miners, especially current or former miners with black lung disease, are particularly 
vulnerable during the coronavirus pandemic. If coal companies have their way, these miners 
worry they may soon face increased financial vulnerability as well. In 1969, the Nixon 
administration established the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund (BLDTF). Coal mining 
companies signed a two-part agreement with the federal government that as long as they 
operated they would pay benefits to their retirees and that they would pay an excise tax on coal 
extraction to cover pension benefits for miners with black lung disease whose former employers 
have gone out of business. As this agreement plays out now, pensions for minors with black 
lung disease are typically about $700 a month. For every ton of coal mined (coal is currently 
selling at $34 per ton) coal companies pay an excise tax of $1.10 that goes to BLDTF. They pay 
a lower rate of 55¢ per ton for surface coal—these monies are intended to support the BLDTF. 
For years, the BLDTF has been unable to meet its obligations to miners and has been 
borrowing from the Treasury. At the moment, the BLDTF has a debt to the Treasure of $4 billion. 
Now, citing difficulties related to the coronavirus pandemic, coal companies are calling for a 55% 
cut in the excise tax funding the BLDTF and also asked for a suspension of a separate fee that 
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does toward the clean-up of abandoned mines. Mine companies say these fee reductions would 
save them about $220 million. The Washington Post reports that miners receiving BLDTF 
pensions and their advocates worry that the proposed cuts will quickly raise the BLDTF debt, 
making the fund appear unsupportable during a time of economic pressure. (Write-up 
4/10/2020) 

OBJECT to lowered excise taxes for coal companies, INSIST that they continue to pay their fail 
share for black lung disease pensions and abandoned mine clean-up, and CALL FOR 
legislation to make the BLDTF solvent over the long term 

• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 

  

  

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/exclusive-these-for-profit-colleges-could-reap-up-to-1-billion
-in-federal-bailout-money-2020-04-08 

Many businesses are apt to benefit from coronavirus stimulus funding—including for-profit 
colleges that have been accused of fraud and misuse of federal student funding, according to 
an exclusive report from MarketWatch. A small group of Senators has raised concerns about the 
distribution of coronavirus stimulus monies to for profit colleges. Coronavirus stimulus for 
educational institutions is based on the number of enrolled students at that institution receiving 
Pell Grants, a federal needs-based scholarship. Ben Miller, of the Center for American 
Progress, has estimated that for-profit colleges will be receiving approximately $1 billion in 
stimulus money. A MarketWatch analysis headed by U.S. Merced sociologist Charlie Eaton 
looked at the top 100 for profit colleges eligible for stimulus monies. Seventy-nine of these 
schools have had fraud complaints filed against them by former students—a total of 12,000 
complaints among the schools. Twenty-three of these schools have be characterized as “failed” 
by federal regulators because students graduating from them are unable to find employment 
sufficient for making student loan payments. In the past, such schools were not eligible for 
stimulus payments, but Education Secretary Betsy DeVos rescinded that rule in 2019. (Write-up 
4/10/2020) 

DEMAND that DeVos stop supporting predatory, for-profit schools 

• Betsy DeVos, Secretary, Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. SW, Washington DC 
20202, (202) 401-3000 
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URGE your Congressmembers to investigate the amount of stimulus money going to for-profit 
schools engaging in malfeasance 

• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 

  

  

  

ELECTIONS 

  

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/03/trump-2020-election-legal-battle-coronavirus-162152 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-gop-challenge-efforts-to-make-voting-easier-ami
d-coronavirus-pandemic/2020/04/04/61f889fe-75bb-11ea-87da-77a8136c1a6d_story.html 

https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/07/829320440/sen-elizabeth-war
ren-calls-for-national-voting-overhaul 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/us/politics/wisconsin-election-absentee-coronavirus.html 

In case we need further proof of the need for mail-in ballots during a pandemic (or at any time), 
let’s look at last Tuesday’s primary election in Wisconsin. Republican lawmakers blocked a 
request by governor Tony Edwards to either move back the date of the election or to provide 
absentee ballots to all voters, due to the coronavirus pandemic. With no action on the state 
level, requests for absentee ballots subsequently went up. Concerned about inefficient mail 
service hindering the distribution and return of absentee ballots, the danger of coronavirus 
transmission, and the substantial drop in the number of available poll workers Wisconsin, 
Governor Tony Edwards next attempted to expand the period over which absentee ballots would 
be accepted. Republicans, who have adopted a strategy of winning elections by 
disenfranchising voters filed suit over this move. The Governor’s move was upheld in a lower 
court, but the case ultimately reached the Supreme Court of the U.S., which in a narrow, 5-4, 
technical ruling squashed the extension on the grounds that federal judges are not entitled to 
change a state’s absentee-voting procedures shortly before an election. In a dissent Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg excoriated the majority for forcing voters to choose between risking their own lives and 
the lives of others to vote in person or to forgo their right to vote. Elections proceded—but not 
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smoothly—in Wisconsin on Tuesday. Seven thousand individuals who usually serve as poll 
workers were unavailable on election day, causing the closure of many polling places. The city 
of Milwaukee, population 600,000, which has the state’s largest minority population, normally 
has 180 polling stations. On Tuesday a total of 5 polling stations were open across the 
city—97% fewer than usual. Three bins of absentee ballots that had never been distributed 
were found in one Milwaukee post office. Panicked voters who had not received absentee 
ballots that they requested two weeks or more before the election as required in the state tied of 
phone lines trying to talk to state and county officials. Many ballots dropped at post offices on 
election day didn’t get postmarked until the next day, invalidating those votes. One city clerk 
reported that almost half the ballots she received from the post office were not postmarked at 
all, invalidating those votes as well. A reminder that Trump won Wisconsin in 2016 by 23,000 
votes. In November, the U.S. will almost certainly be experiencing the continued effects of the 
coronavirus pandemic. To enable all voters to participate, we need to be working now to 
establish a nation-wide system of mail-in ballots. (Write-up 4/10/2020) 

DEMAND that all voters be able to exercise their franchise using a mail-in ballot in the 2016 
election 

• Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader, 217 Russell Senate Office 
Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2541 

• Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, 1236 Longworth House Office 
Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-496 

• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 

  

  

  

ENVIRONMENT 

  

https://p2a.co/vnWO1X6 

https://act.biologicaldiversity.org/onlineactions/hWxqTywAukinB0joeJSmiw2 
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Mountain lion populations across California, but particularly on the California Central Coast and 
in Southern California, are at risk of extinction due to loss of habitat and fragmentation of the 
habitat remaining. Environmental groups have been fighting to have the mountain lions covered 
by California’s Endangered Species Act, which is a two-step process. First, the state’s 
Department of Fish and Wildlife must determine that such protection may be warranted. After 
that, the state’s Fish and Game Commission decides whether to give mountain lions the 
“endangered” status and the protections that come with it. Step on has been accomplished. 
Now the Fish and Game Commission is making the final call. (Write-up 4/10/2020) 

URGE the Fish and Game commission protect California’s mountain lions, particularly on the 
Central Coast and in Southern California, by giving the species endangered status 

• Eric Sklar, President, California Fish and Game Commission, P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, 
CA 94244-2090, (916) 653-4899 

• Samantha Murray, Vice President, California Fish and Game Commission, P.O. Box 944209, 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090, (916) 653-4899 

• Jacque Hostler, Member, California Fish and Game Commission, P.O. Box 944209, 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090, (916) 653-4899 

• Russell Burn, Member, California Fish and Game Commission, P.O. Box 944209, 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090, (916) 653-4899 

• Peter S. Silva, Member, California Fish and Game Commission, P.O. Box 944209, 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090, (916) 653-4899 

  

  

  

ETHICS 

  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trump-removes-inspector-general-who-was-to
-oversee-2-trillion-stimulus-spending/2020/04/07/2f0c6cb8-78ea-11ea-9bee-c5bf9d2e3288_stor
y.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-watchdog-glenn-fine.html 

https://www.lawfareblog.com/why-trumps-inspector-general-purge-not-national-scandal 
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https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/07/trump-removes-independent-watchdog-for-coronaviru
s-funds-upending-oversight-panel-171943 

The House insisted on careful oversight for the big-business part of coronavirus relief, while 
Trump claimed things would be just fine under the complete control of Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin. The House won that battle in the short term, but now Trump is actively working to 
undermine the oversight provisions in the legislation. Glenn Fine, the acting Inspector General 
for the Department of Defense, was chosen by a team of Inspectors General to become head of 
the Pandemic Response Accountability Committee—that was before Trump fired him. The 
Committee head must be an Inspector General, so Fine is no longer eligible for the role, despite 
his colleague’s respect for him. Lawfare suggests “the reason for Fine’s removal, it isn’t subtle: 
Fine is the kind of guy who will make trouble.” Though we might well reword “will make trouble” 
with “will approach his oversight role with integrity.” (Write-up 4/11/2020) 
DEMAND to know what steps your Congressmembers are taking to assure proper oversight of 
coronavirus funds now that Trump has removed Fine 
• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 

  

  

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/07/schiff-grenell-improper-overhaul-intel-community-172
476 

When he fired Michael Atkinson, the Inspector General of the Intelligence Community, from his 
position, Trump made it clear that he was taking that action in response to Atkinson’s decision to 
share the whistle-blower report on Trump’s Ukraine phone call with the House Intelligence 
Committee—as Atkinson was required to do under law. Atkinson was the last Senate-appointed 
official in the Director of National Intelligence’s office. The office is now being run solely by 
individuals who have not gone through Senate confirmation and headed by Acting Director 
Richard Grenell. Now Politco reports that Adam Schiff, Chair of the House Intelligence 
Committee, is questioning “political interference in the production and dissemination of 
intelligence.” Schiff is concerned that substantial changes to the Office of National Intelligence 
are being made without informing Congress. Schiff has written to Acting Director Grenell 
pointing out that “it would be inappropriate for you to pursue any additional leadership, 
organizational, or staffing changes to ODNI [Office of the Director of National Intelligence] during 
your temporary tenure. In addition, Schiff is demanding a written explanation of all 
organizational changes in ODNI by April 16. (Write-up 4/11/2020) 
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THANK Schiff for taking these actions and URGE closer Senate oversight on the ODNI 

• Representative Adam Schiff (D-DA), Chair, House Intelligence Committee, 2269 Rayburn 
House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-4176 

• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 

  

  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-03/georgia-senator-loeffler-did-quick-dump-o
f-travel-company-stock 

One of the stories running through reporting on the U.S. response to the coronavirus epidemic 
is multiple stock sales and purchases by Congressmembers who were part of an early 
coronavirus briefing. These included sales of travel-related stocks and purchases of 
health-related stocks. While these sales and purchases are being investigated, we need to deal 
with the larger issue: Congressmembers who hold individual stocks (as opposed to mutual 
funds) and are in a position to benefit from information not yet released to the public. Whether or 
not the timing of these activities was coincidental, as some Congressmembers claim, we cannot 
risk such profiteering. The answer: a ban on individual stock holding by Congressmembers. 
(Write-up 4/11/2020) 

INSIST on immediate action by the House and Senate that bars Congressmembers from 
owning individual stocks while in office 

• Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader, 217 Russell Senate Office 
Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2541 

• Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, 1236 Longworth House Office 
Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-496 

• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 
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https://www.stanforddaily.com/2020/03/22/stanford-contracted-workers-deserve-the-same-benef
its-as-your-regular-employees/ 

In late March, that Stanford Daily ran an editorial on the differential treatment of “regular” 
Stanford employees and “contracted” Stanford employees during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Contracted employees are employees who work on the Stanford campus, but are not directly 
hired by Stanford. The largest such group are janitors hired through the national custodial 
service, UG-2. But the bottom line for these workers is that if Stanford eliminates their positions, 
they will be unemployed during the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. At this point, 150 such 
employees have been terminated. Regular Stanford employees have been assured that they 
will continue to receive their full salaries and health benefits, regardless of the effect coronavirus 
has on their actual hours. With an endowment of $27.7 billion, Stanford could extend this 
treatment to their contracted workers, but has chosen not to do so. (Write-up 4/11/2020) 

URGE Stanford to do the right—and for them, affordable—thing and extend pay and benefits to 
contracted workers during the coronavirus pandemic 

• Claude Steele, President, Stanford University, 450 Jane Stanford Way, Building 10, Sanford 
University, Stanford, CA 94305, (650) 723-2481 

• Board of Trustees, Stanford University, Littlefield Center, 365 Lasuen St., Stanford, CA 
94305, (650) 721-2926 

  

  

https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a31979473/president-trump-casino-massachusett
s-mashpee-wampanoag/ 

https://www.heron-hill.org/post/disestablish-reservation-land 

Petition to sign: https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/stand-with-the-mashpee 

According to their website, “the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe, also known as the People of the 
First Light, has inhabited present day Massachusetts and Eastern Rhode Island for more than 
12,000 years. After an arduous process lasting more than three decades, the Mashpee 
Wampanoag were re-acknowledged as a federally recognized tribe in 2007.” 

Why, then, has Department of the Interior Secretary David Bernhardt essentially disestablished 
the tribe, removing their 321 acre reservation from federal trust? The decision also takes away 
the land’s sovereign status, meaning the Wampanoag would have to disband its police force 

https://www.stanforddaily.com/2020/03/22/stanford-contracted-workers-deserve-the-same-benefits-as-your-regular-employees/
https://www.stanforddaily.com/2020/03/22/stanford-contracted-workers-deserve-the-same-benefits-as-your-regular-employees/
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a31979473/president-trump-casino-massachusetts-mashpee-wampanoag/
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a31979473/president-trump-casino-massachusetts-mashpee-wampanoag/
https://www.heron-hill.org/post/disestablish-reservation-land
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/stand-with-the-mashpee
https://mashpeewampanoagtribe-nsn.gov/


and social services program and would be forced to pay federal taxes. Ostensibly, this decision 
was made based on a court ruling—but that litigation is still making its way through the courts 
and no ruling is definitive at this point. 

So pervasive are the financial tendrils of Trump and company that if you pull any thread along 
the East Coast and let it unravel far enough, you’ll find someone Trump-connected at the end. 
Esquire traces the links. The Mashpee-Wampanoag are in the process of applying for a casino 
license, the last remaining casino license in the state of Massachusetts. And the 
Mashpee-Wampanoag lands, where the casino would be based, are near the 
Massachusetts-Rhode Island border. Over that border lie—a pair of casinos held by a private 
company, Twin River Worldwide Holdings. The President and Chief Marketing Officer of Twin 
River Worldwide Holdings are both former employees at Trump’s Atlantic City casino (the one 
that went bankrupt, remember?) and active Trump supporters.  

Last May, the House passed H.R.312, the Mashpee-Wampanoag Reservation Reaffirmation 
Act, intended to override the current court battle between Twin River and the 
Mashpee-Wampanoag. H.R.312 had a bipartisan group of thirty-five cosponsors and easily 
made it through the House to the Senate. And in the Senate, Mitch McConnell has placed the 
legislation “under general orders,” which is Congress-speak for “I am not assigning this 
legislation to any committee and therefore condemning it to the black hole of 
things-that-have-no-hope-of-being-voted-on.” Prospects for H.R.312 didn’t always look bad in 
the Senate, but that was before Trump tweeted in opposition to the legislation, falsely tying it to 
that Republican’s Boogie(wo)man, Elizabeth Warren. 

Cedric Cromwell, the tribe’s chairman, told Boston.com that the tribe is continuing to fight the 
order and has in addition sued Interior Secretary David Bernhardt for not considering factual 
evidence. “We have survived, we will continue to survive,” Cromwell wrote. “These are our 
lands, these are the lands of our ancestors, and these will be the lands of our grandchildren. 
This Administration has come and it will go. But we will be here, always.”  (Write-up 4/11/2020) 

TELL Bernhardt he is making a mistake and URGE him to reverse his decision 

• David Bernhardt, Secretary of the Interior, Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street, N.W., 
Washington DC, 20240, (202) 208-3100 

REMIND your Senators that H.R.312 is being held in legislative limbo and ASK them to act in 
support of the legislation 

• Find your Senators here: 

https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a31979473/president-trump-casino-massachusetts-mashpee-wampanoag
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a31979473/president-trump-casino-massachusetts-mashpee-wampanoag
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2020/03/29/mashpee-wampanoag-reservation


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit  

  

  

HEALTH and HEALTHCARE 

  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/04/04/native-american-coronavirus/ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/us/coronavirus-navajo-nation.html 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/sign-the-petition-to-congress-covid-19-demand-that-congress
-expedite-funds-and-resources-to-tribal-nations 

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/28/native-americans-coronavirus-152579 

As we continue to learn, coronavirus does not impact all communities equally. For 
under-resourced communities; communities with high rates of heart disease, respiratory 
illnesses; and diabetes; communities with lack of access to healthcare; lack of internet and 
phone services, coronavirus is particularly deadly. This is proving true on sovereign Native 
American lands. The Indian Health Service (IHS), the largest Native American healthcare 
provider runs only one-sixth of the approximately 423 health clinics on Native American lands, 
which means that tracking Native American coronavirus cases depends on the cooperation of 
hundreds of small, often underfunded facilities. Because households on reservations are often 
multigenerational and share relatively small homes, social distancing is an impossibility in many 
locations. Remote housing on reservations may not include running water, complicating basic 
hygienic procedures. Over one week, the Navajo Nation saw its coronavirus cases rise from 1 to 
110.While the Navajo Nation has a population one-thirteenth the population of the state of New 
Mexico, recent data records 20 coronavirus deaths on Navajo lands and 16 across all of New 
Mexico. Like states sovereign Indian Nations are receiving little help from the federal 
government in their fight against the pandemic. We need to recognize that many of the 
healthcare challenges facing Sovereign Indian Nations are the legacy of U.S. colonialism and 
that many Indian Nations have long histories of disproportionate morbidity resulting from both 
pandemics and the deliberate introduction of disease. (Write-up 4/11/2020) 

INSIST on a well-funded, effective federal response to the impact of coronavirus on Sovereign 
Indian Nations 

• David Bernhardt, Secretary of the Interior, Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street, N.W., 
Washington DC, 20240, (202) 208-3100 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS4/edit
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/04/04/native-american-coronavirus/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/us/coronavirus-navajo-nation.html
https://thedemlabs.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9259840cacd8f01e4ab5952e8&id=d7c413d652&e=cb2b8e5a0b
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https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/28/native-americans-coronavirus-152579


• Find your Senators here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWPKEeiBUwv0vaiTGYGKO37TWU4aSULWvI5sgOo5YS
4/edit 
• Find your Representative here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tNhdelcADPMfFL2c1V6iF_NDxATh0A_WLxzMt2Tlwm0/e
dit 
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