
 
YOUR TASK: 
Read The Outsiders and choose 2 out of the 3 parts of this Summer Reading assignment to 
complete.  Your finished work is due the first meeting day of next year’s English class. ​
 

PART I: VOCABULARY 
Directions: Choose at least ten (10) of the terms from the list below.  Using the Vocabulary Chart 
below, provide the definition for each. 
 
1.​ asset 
2.​ unfathomable 

3.​ gingerly 

4.​ sagely 

5.​ roguishly 

6.​ abiding 

7.​ aloof 

 

8.​ incredulous 

9.​ nonchalant 

10.​ apprehensive 

11.​ dogged 

12.​ implore 

13.​ sullen 

14.​ elude 

15.​ delinquent 

16.​ exploit 

17.​ falter 

18.​ brawn 

19.​ leery 

20.​ conform 

21.​ divert 
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PART II: READING COMPREHENSION 
 
SHORT ANSWER: Use information from the text to answer each of the questions below.  Be sure 
to answer all parts of the question and to check for spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.  
Each response must be 3-4 sentences in length.  Answer on a separate sheet of paper. 
 

1.​ Who is the narrator of The Outsiders? 

2.​ Two-Bit says in the book that the gang is the only thing keeping Darry from being a Soc. In 
what ways is Darry like a Soc? How does the gang keep Darry from being a Soc? 

3.​ Whom does Johnny idolize? 

4.​ Describe Ponyboy’s parents. 

5.​ Why did Ponyboy say Dally wanted to die? 

6.​ How does Ponyboy's opinion of the Socs at the end of the novel differ from his opinion at 
the beginning? 

7.​ How does S. E. Hinton use the poem Nothing Gold Can Stay in the book? Why do you think 
she does this? 
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PART III: ACTIVITY–SKETCH NOTES  
 
Directions: Use the Sketch Notes Template on the next page to create a visualization of the story 
elements listed in the box.  Draw a picture and use words for each shape in the BLANK Sketch 
Notes Template below.  See example of The Call of the Wild below for reference.  Feel free to use 
color. 
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