
Here’s a 50-state overview based on the state utility bills in the Google folder and also on 
LA2015 (a 2015 research document from Louisiana that’s also copied into the folder). Rates for 
standard state sales taxes come from here.  
 
Overall, of the 50 states plus DC:  

●​ No residential tax in 11 states (CT, DE, MA, MS, ND, NH, OH, SC, TN, VT, WV) 
●​ Local tax only in 12 states (AK, CA, CO, IA, KS, KY, LA, MO, NV, OK, OR, TX) 
●​ Partial state sales tax in 3 states (ME, MI, UT)  
●​ Full state sales tax or equivalent in 12 states (AZ, AR, GA, IN, MN, NE, NJ, NC, NM, SD, 

WI, WY; note that AZ and NM technically have gross receipts taxes) 
●​ No sales tax but other tax in 12 states plus DC (AL gross receipts in lieu, DC per kWh in 

lieu, FL gross receipts in lieu, HI complicated in lieu, ID complicated in lieu, IL per kWh in 
lieu, MD gross receipts plus per kWh in lieu, MT gross receipts plus per kWh, NY 
complicated in lieu, PA gross receipts in lieu, RI gross receipts in lieu, VA per kWh in 
lieu, WA gross receipts (?) in lieu) 

 

1. Alabama - State gross receipts tax 
LA2015 says “The sale of gas, water, or electricity sold by public utilities is exempt from sales 
and use tax, but utilities are subject to a separate utility privilege and license tax in Alabama.” 
The state bill shows a tax of 3.9% or so on electricity and 4% on natural gas. This state website 
discusses utility taxes; it says that there’s a tax of 2/5 mill (0.04%) on sales of hydroelectric 
power, a 2.2% tax on public utilities (other than hydroelectric), and a gross receipts tax on 
electricity/water/natural gas that starts at 4% but has lower tiers for higher-grossing utilities. The 
state sales tax is 4%. 

2. Alaska - Local tax only 
No state tax per LA2015; the state bill shows only local taxes. (Alaska has no state sales tax.) 
But there is some sort of tax on electric cooperatives, to the tune of about 0.05 cents per kWh; 
see here and here.  

3. Arizona - Full state sales tax + 
The state bill shows the full 5.6% state sales tax plus other taxes, including a franchise fee. See 
also this APS website. LA2015 says there’s a transaction privilege tax on gross receipts, and it 
references Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. §42-5063(A); Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. §42-5063(C). Many more 
details here.  

4. Arkansas - Full state sales tax + 
LA2015 says that utilities are taxable; the state bill shows the full 6.5% state sales tax plus local 
taxes. See Ark. Code Ann. §26-52-301(2); Ark. Regs. GR-6(A). Also see this state webpage 
that references a 1.625% State Electricity Manufacturing Tax, plus this Arkansas EDC page 
about taxes.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LjEAnktCagjp1KA_5atSIMy9klf80_bk
https://house.louisiana.gov/tsmc/Documents/2015/Sep/Taxability%20of%20Utilities%20in%20the%20State%20Sales%20Tax%20-%20Scott%20Drenkard.pdf
https://www.salestaxinstitute.com/resources/rates
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_x1O-DQ_EWFftC3RD1HBaRAloGer4NSN/view?usp=sharing
https://revenue.alabama.gov/sales-use/tax-rates/state-sales-use-tax-rates/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10JLs96mFY3PB27hHY9Oco0hAo7UNlI4v/view?usp=sharing
http://tax.alaska.gov/programs/programs/reports/Annual.aspx?60202&Year=2016
http://tax.alaska.gov/programs/documentviewer/viewer.aspx?5396f
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oEBy2poV3wmnqM714XtNJ6bksAt5zTiT/view?usp=sharing
https://www.aps.com/en/Utility/Regulatory-and-Legal/Rates-Schedules-and-Adjustors/Tax-Rates
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XWvsIXfZd13JhAr2-AOtJuW7usy2Wds2-y0WiKVt0Qc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16i0sMtaVG1PCLZcCMLosIg5X-pb4vxJe/view?usp=sharing
https://www.dfa.arkansas.gov/excise-tax/sales-and-use-tax/state-tax-rates/
https://www.arkansasedc.com/why-arkansas/business-climate/tax-structure/sales-and-use-tax


5. California - Local tax only 
No state tax per LA2015; the state bill shows local tax only. The state sales tax is 7.25%. Note 
that there’s an NCEL contact. 

6. Colorado - Local tax only 
LA2015 says that utilities are taxable in general, but Colorado DOR says that residential 
electricity, gas etc. is exempt. The state bill shows a 3% Franchise Fee plus a 4.4% sales tax 
(presumably all local taxes) . See Colo. Rev. Stat. §39-26-104(1)(d.1). The state sales tax is 
2.9%.  

7. Connecticut - No tax 
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill. The state sales tax is 6.35%. But see this article about 
fees, and this Eversource breakdown; apparently the Combined Public Benefit Charge of 1.621 
cents per kWh includes some money for energy efficiency. See also this state website.  

8. Delaware - No tax 
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill. (Delaware has no state sales tax.) There is a 4.25% 
Public Utility Tax on some non-residential use.  

9. D.C. - No sales tax, but other 
No sales tax per LA2015 and the state bill, but it does show a Delivery Tax of 0.7 cents per 
kWh. (See also here.) The DC sales tax is 6%. 

10. Florida - State gross receipts tax 
LA2015 says that residential electricity is exempt but that there’s a 2.6% gross receipts tax. The 
state Dept of Revenue says it’s a 2.5% Gross Receipts Tax; the bill shows a gross receipts tax 
of 2.5% if you include the amount of the tax itself in the tax base (!). Florida Power & Light says 
that it’s “about” a 2.56% Gross Receipts Tax, which is correct if you calculate the tax as a share 
of the pre-tax amount: if the pre-tax amount is x then the tax amount t is given by 0.025*(x+t)=t, 
which solves to t/x = 0.025 / (1-0.025) = 0.02564103, i.e., “about 2.56%”. The state sales tax is 
6%. Many more details here; unfortunately it seems like the Gross Receipts Tax funds school 
construction, which complicates matters.  

11. Georgia - Full state sales tax + 
LA2015 says state sales tax applies, and the bill shows a sales tax of 8%, which includes the 
full 4% state sales tax as well as 4% local sales tax. There’s also a Municipal Franchise Fee of 
almost 3%. Many more details here. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/103dvu7ZJnqIS8La17NB3g8cc9u_QrIkr/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ncel.net/state-leads/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Sales66.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a-TiDzF4e7q3KREjFDb8BxAFTyQgJ3_T/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kFCU1yLNuGlA1-rsQLIehuX_-dtMgJ2-/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wnpr.org/post/connecticut-poised-collect-millions-more-through-hidden-electricity-tax
https://www.eversource.com/content/docs/default-source/rates-tariffs/ct-electric/ct-electric-rates.pdf?sfvrsn=2d9afe62_34
https://www.greenwichtime.com/local/article/What-we-pay-for-when-we-pay-for-electricity-4343895.php
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/rpt/pdf/2015-R-0047.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d7UaT2bhnfHz6wmfABYch6BTMpLY6O69/view?usp=sharing
https://financefiles.delaware.gov/docs/p_util.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rto4yr4tQPyz9KLjamwiw1mS1lF-ETJP/view?usp=sharing
https://www.pepco.com/MyAccount/MyBillUsage/Documents/DC%20Current%20Rate%20Schedule%20Effective%202.7.18%20(FC%201145%20DC%20PLUG)%20Filed%201.23.18.pdf
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/taxesfees/Pages/grt_utility.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w10ox8jFoLqNfo2h6ZW3cyEZWFIVedTR/view?usp=sharing
https://www.fpl.com/rates/pdf/business-explanation.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J81HhKvN4jPm_Z9xv8Kssm5ij49AEbt1-ZSApkGwcpc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oN75ZI3aEH3HZ0pVdAVfWQXkZxHOPMFZ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.georgiapower.com/content/dam/georgia-power/pdfs/residential-pdfs/residential-rate-plans/10.60-mff.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OIwIXkmxZZJv1XANzHRvM2h4I8CXk99x8_QufJHiP4/edit?usp=sharing


12. Hawaii - No state sales tax, but others   
LA2015 says that sales of electric power to a public utility for resale to the public are subject to 
tax, and that public utilities pay a public service company tax but are exempt from the general 
excise tax. The state bill shows a variety of charges but no tax. The state sales tax is 4%. See 
this article for some information about various utility taxes.  

13. Idaho - No state sales tax, but others 
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill, but there is a 0.5 mill (0.05%) tax on water-generated 
electricity for residential or commercial use, and the bills show a local franchise fee. The state 
sales tax is 6%. 

14. Illinois - No sales tax but others 
LA2015 says: “The sale of electricity and natural gas is not subject to sales and use tax 
because electricity is taxed under the Electricity Excise Tax Law and natural gas is taxed under 
the Gas Revenue Tax Act or the Gas Use Tax Law. ” The state sales tax is 6.25%. The state bill 
shows a hefty Municipal Tax for gas and electricity, plus a franchise tax for electricity, a Gas 
Revenue Tax for gas, and “state tax” for both gas and electricity: the “state tax” on gas is 0.1%; 
the “state tax” on electricity works out to about 2%, but the law says that it’s a tax of $0.0033 per 
kWh for the first 2000 kWh per month.  

15. Indiana - Full state sales tax 
LA2015 says utilities are taxable; the state bill shows the full 7% state sales tax, as does this 
state website.  

16. Iowa - Local tax only 
LA2015 says utilities are taxable, but the state bill shows only a local tax, and this state 
webpage says that “residential energy” is exempt from state sales tax. The state sales tax is 
6%.  

17. Kansas - Local tax only  
LA2015 says sales tax applies to utilities, but the state bill shows only a 2.8% local sales tax. 
This 2009 state document says that residential utilities are exempt from state sales tax. The 
state sales tax is 6.5%.  

18. Kentucky - Local tax only 
No state sales tax per LA2015 (the state sales tax is 6%), but the state bill shows a 3% local 
schools tax (officially the Utility Gross Receipts License Tax) and a 4% local franchise fee. See 
this article that discusses the state sales tax.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bEiD0r-YP8rEQoK9d1fz_vGMfEBTXyfo/view?usp=sharing
https://www.civilbeat.org/2014/07/do-you-find-the-taxes-on-power-in-hawaii-shocking/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xZd5QfTIaRHLAnwBsdK0cFVNEwxfoYKy/view?usp=sharing
https://tax.idaho.gov/i-1190.cfm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pbx_wQNvtcjqElZBT6Wb0-4A60ugOBVd/view?usp=sharing
https://www2.illinois.gov/rev/research/taxrates/Pages/excise.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pEVgvrny5vVgnpPjY6koYX6TsuErLaJj/view?usp=sharing
https://www.in.gov/oucc/2389.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18gWjw9_b5qFKmRUaxze1_3_mBIBLPwbm/view?usp=sharing
https://tax.iowa.gov/iowa-sales-and-use-tax-guide
https://tax.iowa.gov/iowa-sales-and-use-tax-guide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dtllCjb-t6_dEedQ7mF7vvnF7nf5OHAo/view?usp=sharing
https://www.streamlinedsalestax.org/docs/default-source/comm-cric/cric-documents/cric-2009/revised-publication-ks-1520-kansas-exemption-certificate.pdf?sfvrsn=c9503876_4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U-kNaHagDNpL8lzsoLXkgi1lVUf9CM8x/view?usp=sharing
https://revenue.ky.gov/Business/Utility-Gross-Receipts-License-Tax/Pages/default.aspx
https://kyelectric.coop/2019/10/01/kentuckys-electric-co-ops-launch-ruralpowerky-com-to-oppose-sales-tax-on-power-bills/


19. Louisiana - Local tax only 
The state bill shows no tax. LA2015 is unclear because they were considering removing the 
exemption that existed previously. This Entergy Louisiana webpage suggests there’s no state 
tax; see also this blog post that says there’s a 2% sales tax for non-residential use. The state 
sales tax is 4.45%.  

20. Maine - Mostly no sales tax  
LA2015 says: “The sale and delivery of the first 750 kilowatt hours of residential electricity per 
month, as well as off-peak residential electricity used for space heating or water heating by 
electric thermal storage devices, is exempt from sales tax.” See section 9-B of this law. The 
state bill shows no tax. The state sales tax is 5.5%.  

21. Maryland - No sales tax, but gross receipts tax 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax, but the state bill doesn’t show it. This 
state website (see also Form 11 and Form 29EW) suggests there’s a 2% gross receipts tax plus 
a tax of 0.062 cents per kWh charge on electricity and a tax of 0.402 cents per therm of natural 
gas. The state sales tax is 6%.  

22. Massachusetts - No tax  
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax, but the bill shows no tax and this state 
website says that residential users, small businesses, and manufacturers are exempt from sales 
tax on electricity, natural gas, and heating fuels. The state sales tax is 6.25%.  

23. Michigan - Partial state sales tax  
LA2015 says that residential and commercial (but not industrial) customers are subject to sales 
tax; The state bill shows a 4% state sales tax, less than the standard state sales tax rate of 6%. 
Michigan Dept of Treasury says: “Individuals or businesses that sell tangible personal property 
to the final consumer are required to remit a 6% sales tax on the total price (including shipping 
and handling charges) of their taxable retail sales to the State of Michigan. Sales of electricity, 
natural or artificial gas and home heating fuels for residential use are taxed at a 4% rate. 
Michigan does not allow city or local units to impose sales tax.” 

24. Minnesota - Full state sales tax for most households 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax, and the state bill shows the full 6.875% 
state sales tax. But MN Dept of Revenue says that “Natural gas or electricity sold to metered 
customers for their primary source of residential heat are not taxable during the billing months of 
[Nov - April].” EIA says that 17.3% of MN households have electric heat, and if we estimate that 
heating takes up 50% of the electric use for these households and the rest of the electricity use 
is evenly divided across the year then that means that these households only pay sales tax on 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XnhqYPRbpGjTM4eViTV7ZkE_jA2b604P/view?usp=sharing
https://www.entergy-louisiana.com/your_home/price/
https://www.avalara.com/us/en/blog/2018/06/louisiana-changes-state-sales-tax-rate-exemptions-and-tax-on-remote-retailers.html?973b49b7=9621706c
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/36/title36sec1760.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-PTPaHp7mnwx5San0kTKq5i3_D3dndBS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BTjOw5E_7o1gfn-rSCFPL5Ca_BAyE40U/view?usp=sharing
https://dat.maryland.gov/businesses/Pages/franchise-and-public-utilities.aspx
https://dat.maryland.gov/SDAT%20Forms/2018_FTForm11.pdf
https://dat.maryland.gov/SDAT%20Forms/2019_FTForm29EW.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X4bep4aHYcA3wnX6P9BMb9Cgdi6cMkmA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mass.gov/guides/sales-and-use-tax
https://www.mass.gov/guides/sales-and-use-tax
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BqyassCpCagPh0wIZT5bYqZtMKx_HYtL/view?usp=sharing
https://www.michigan.gov/taxes/0,4676,7-238-43519_43529-154427--,00.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p7VB8eDK6jlEQGDi83uAfBP2fNYJkjqW/view?usp=sharing
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2011-11/FS157.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/state/data.php?sid=MN


25% of their electricity, and that overall some 13% (=17.3%*0.75) of residential electricity is 
exempt from sales tax. Many more details here.  

25. Mississippi - No bill, no state sales tax 
No bill yet. No state tax on residential consumption per LA2015. The state sales tax is 7%. This 
state website says that residential consumption of electricity and fuels is exempt but that 
commercial consumption is subject to the full 7% rate. See also this Mississippi Power website.  

26. Missouri - Local tax only  
No state tax on residential consumption of electricity per LA2015 and state bill. (The state sales 
tax is 4.225%.) This state website discusses the residential exemption. See also this Ameren 
webpage.  

27. Montana - State gross receipts tax +  
No state tax per LA2015, but the state bill shows some significant “state and local tax” amounts. 
There are gross receipts taxes of 0.439% and 0.127% on electric and gas utilities, plus a 0.015 
cents per kWh electricity transmission tax. Montana has no state sales tax. Note that there’s an 
NCEL contact.  

28. Nebraska - Full state sales tax + 
LA2015 says that gross receipts are subject to tax, and the state bill shows a state plus local 
sales tax of 7.25% in Lincoln. (The full state sales tax is 5.5%, and in Lincoln the total rate is 
7.25%.) See here for state law about gross receipts; this appears to be different than the sales 
tax, with a 5% gross receipts tax paid out to local governments. Many more details here.  

29. Nevada - Local tax only 
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill, but the bill does show a 5% “local government fee”. The 
state sales tax is 6.85%.  

30. New Hampshire - No tax 
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill. (NH has no state sales tax.) The state bill does show a 
“system benefits charge”.  

31. New Jersey - Full state sales tax 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to the full state sales tax of 6.625% (see also here); 
the state bill doesn’t show any tax, but state law requires that the tax be included in the price 
and not as a separate line item. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ds_CPUPzc04Kr6Mj5tX1XQtOo6-r-Tfdo6gRLltKzSk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.dor.ms.gov/Business/Pages/Sales-Tax-Rates.aspx
https://www.mississippipower.com/residential/pricing---rates.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15vJStvMlMJS8JN3q_AhqfINh1qKwsz2K/view?usp=sharing
https://dor.mo.gov/taxableservices.php
https://www.ameren.com/missouri/account/customer-service/bill/understanding-your-bill
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvvR_s8VwakJVCA8TAFRwG8yAEW9MpRC/view?usp=sharing
https://mtrevenue.gov/taxes/miscellaneous-taxes-and-fees/public-service-regulation/
https://mtrevenue.gov/taxes/miscellaneous-taxes-and-fees/consumer-counsel-fee/
https://mtrevenue.gov/taxes/miscellaneous-taxes-and-fees/wholesale-energy-transaction/
https://mtrevenue.gov/taxes/miscellaneous-taxes-and-fees/wholesale-energy-transaction/
https://www.ncel.net/state-leads/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J72_Xth7MPXmcdbcxLo0wHsndXBzAAU_/view?usp=sharing
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=77-2701.16
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=70-651.03
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=70-651.04
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ymLfbf_szYrkWJ0cxGXTaTbFItKimT1y7e--mg-VV3A/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LV4kyn-0XtoBtsyKiFhiciDA--QgN2r9/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Ho0ZubSEObOKvj4xNWU0-y_WITnNC0C/view?usp=sharing
https://liheapch.acf.hhs.gov/pubs/no14.htm
https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/natgasnot.shtml
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1vGn8Lw19_jHwPKK6TzR6wg8h2X2H3k/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/enernot.shtml


32. New Mexico - Full state gross receipts tax 
LA2015 says that gross receipts are subject to tax, and the state bill shows the full 5.125% state 
Gross Receipts Tax; see also this state website, which says the state has no sales tax but a 
5.125% Gross Receipts Tax. The EIA has data on electricity sales to different sectors and 
revenue from those sales in 2018, and based on that information it looks like the residential 
sector in New Mexico spent $866m for 6.8m MWh and the commercial sector spent $905m for 
9.0m MWh; at a 5.125% state tax rate that works out to tax revenue of about $44m from the 
residential sector and $46m from the commercial sector, for a total of $90m. Electricity in the 
state seems to have a carbon intensity of about 0.56 MTCO2 per MWh, so 15.8m MWh 
generates about 8.9 MMTCO2. Simply replacing the $90m in taxes with an equivalent amount 
of carbon taxes on the 8.9 MMTCO2 of residential and commercial electricity would yield a 
carbon tax of about $10 per ton CO2. That’s about 1 cent per kWh of coal-fired power and 0.5 
cents per kWh of natural-gas-fired power. Many more details here. 

33. New York - No state sales tax, but others 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax, but this state webpage says residential 
utilities are exempt from state sales tax. (The state sales tax is 4%.) A state bill from Oneonta 
shows a tax on electricity and natural gas of 3.0928% on delivery charges and 1.0101% on 
supply charges. There’s a 2% state gross receipts tax (see Tax Law 186-A). The third page of 
the sample bills shows a bill from NYC that indicates that the full NYC sales tax of 4.5% is levied 
on electricity sales. (See also this state compendium of local taxes.) See also this page about 
state taxes, and this one. See here for NYC energy consumption and this NYT overview. See 
also NY AREA and this state law (instructions here). See also this state tax report, linked from 
here; NY AREA says to look at Table 6 on p18, which shows Section 186-a revenue of $184m in 
FY2019.  See also this NYC report, linked from here; NY AREA says to look at Appendix II, 
page 124, but in the new report it’s on p148, showing that the NYC Utility Tax is 2.35% of gross 
income; p144 says that the Utility Tax generated $369m in FY2019. See also this NYC 
document from 1999. More details here for NY State and NY City.  

34. North Carolina - Full state sales tax +  
LA2015 suggests (and the state bill shows) that electricity is subject to a combined 7% state 
and local tax. The full state sales tax is 4.75%.  

35. North Dakota - No state tax 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax, but this state website says that electricity 
is exempt from sales tax and the state bill shows only local taxes. The state sales tax is 5%. 

36. Ohio - No tax 
No state tax on electricity per LA2015 and state bill. (The state sales tax is 5.75%.) The bill does 
show various taxes on natural gas, including some sales tax and a Gross Receipts Tax; this 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQ7-4SXjFXPIKY2q3wbNcCgi9O98MatQ/view?usp=sharing
http://www.tax.newmexico.gov/frequently-asked-questions.aspx?9674a2e28c1442ce8b25e81c6d015418blogPostId=b051c48a8f4d48f3b7fe2fc37be601d6
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/annual/html/epa_02_08.html
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/annual/
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/state/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D2aAYeetsnXZFlPlPgXt0eQkXVNxOWoYS81eW9x-1C8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pubs_and_bulls/tg_bulletins/st/residential_energy.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AWe9b5H5JjzQyWh1J1QEWTGoHXF42UmA/view?usp=sharing
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AWe9b5H5JjzQyWh1J1QEWTGoHXF42UmA/view?usp=sharing
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/publications/sales/pub718r.pdf
https://energywatch-inc.com/energy-sales-tax-exemption-discontinued-in-new-york-fy2020-budget/
https://utilityproject.org/2010/01/22/new-york-city-closes-esco-electric-service-sales-tax-loophole-will-other-localities-and-new-york-state-be-next/
https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Environment/Energy-Consumption-2016-NYC/85vh-khua
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/02/10/nyregion/how-new-york-city-gets-its-electricity-power-grid.html
http://nyarea.org/wp-content/uploads/NYArea-IssueBriefPrint-1.pdf
https://www.tax.ny.gov/bus/ct/article9.htm
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/ct/ct186pi.pdf
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/2018-19_collections/FY_18_19_Collections_Report.pdf
https://www.tax.ny.gov/research/stats/statistics/stat_fy_collections.htm
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/taxes/annual-report-on-tax-expenditures.page
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/repuxtfisc.html
https://ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/repuxtfisc.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hszMtOlnyAurgYdEaazpE9dwfZjtExRe77hRDfSaGgk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ey0zf0k6IqOXJ_dcsX7LrPlfCR4AU1naV__MX-cRd8Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ixISjZ0fYsyqm5Sfo9Q3qnyD9CAu4m-T/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nd.gov/tax/data/upfiles/media/gl-21814.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cQU78DVJrm-oMVWneZk69OqvQc-Ievhj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UWg8C_orGq5m8gOCWCRF5dX75wtkWdTU/view?usp=sharing


state website says that electric companies are exempt from the Gross Receipts Tax. PS. Here’s 
a 2019 Vox article on bad energy policy in Ohio.  

37. Oklahoma - Local tax only 
No state tax per LA2015; the state bill shows only local taxes. The state sales tax is 4.5%. 

38. Oregon - Local tax only 
No state tax per LA2015; the state bill shows only local taxes. (Oregon has no state sales tax.)  

39. Pennsylvania - State gross receipts tax +  
No state tax on residential consumption per LA2015, and this state website shows that it’s 
exempt, but there is a 5.9% Gross Receipts Tax. (One sample state bill mistakenly shows the 
full state sales tax of 6% on electricity and natural gas.) The EIA has data on electricity sales to 
different sectors and revenue from those sales in 2018, and based on that information it looks 
like the residential sector in PA spent $7.8 billion for 55.9m MWh, the commercial sector spent 
$3.9 billion for 43.2m MWh, and the industrial sector spent $3.4 billion for 49.2m MWh, for a 
total of $15.1 billion for 148.3m MWh; at a 5.9% tax rate that works out to tax revenue of about 
$458m from the residential sector, $232m from the commercial sector, and $200m from the 
industrial sector, for a total of $890m. Electricity in the state seems to have a carbon intensity of 
about 0.36 MTCO2 per MWh, so 148.3m MWh generates about 53.4 MMTCO2. Simply 
replacing the $890m in taxes with an equivalent amount of carbon taxes on the 53.4 MMTCO2 
of electricity would yield a carbon tax of about $17 per ton CO2. That’s about 2 cents per kWh of 
coal-fired power and 1 cent per kWh of natural-gas-fired power. Note that there’s an NCEL 
contact. See also Gross Receipts Tax information on pp3-5 of the state Tax Compendium, which 
says that the 5.9% tax covers sales of electric energy but that: “Municipally owned or operated 
public utilities may exclude gross receipts derived from business done inside the limits of the 
municipality. Companies selling electric energy for resale are entitled to exclude those gross 
receipts. Electric cooperative corporations are exempt from gross receipts tax on electric 
companies for sales within their service territory. ” See also the Statistical Supplement, which 
(on page 12) shows that Gross Receipts Tax on electricity brought in $907m in FY 2019 and (on 
page 17) shows that Sales Taxes on electricity and natural gas brought in $192m and $86m, 
respectively, in FY 2019.   

40. Rhode Island - State gross earnings tax 
No state tax on residential consumption per LA2015, but the state bill shows a Gross Earnings 
Tax of 3-4%. Chapter 44-13 (see especially 44-13-4) says that electric utilities pay a Public 
Service Corporation Tax equal to 4% of gross earnings (and that natural gas utilities pay 3%). 
The state sales tax is 7%.  

41. South Carolina - No tax 
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill. The state sales tax is 6%. 

https://tax.ohio.gov/static/communications/publications/public_utility_excise_tax.pdf
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/7/27/8910804/ohio-gop-nuclear-coal-plants-renewables-efficiency-hb6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v71aR4SZsUluXikeMfhEeJ6SXZktAW37/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18kX1YPpJvqVcXrPaOoIxt0p4VMa5ZaH8/view?usp=sharing
https://www.revenue.pa.gov/GeneralTaxInformation/Tax%20Types%20and%20Information/SUT/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.revenue.pa.gov/GeneralTaxInformation/Tax%20Types%20and%20Information/Corporation%20Taxes/Pages/Gross%20Receipts%20Tax.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MYRlhrt_y0SNakHkOjkzLN0CgiJEkn5X/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/annual/html/epa_02_08.html
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/annual/html/epa_02_08.html
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/annual/
https://www.eia.gov/electricity/state/
https://www.ncel.net/state-leads/
https://www.ncel.net/state-leads/
https://www.revenue.pa.gov/GeneralTaxInformation/News%20and%20Statistics/ReportsStats/TaxCompendium/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.revenue.pa.gov/GeneralTaxInformation/News%20and%20Statistics/ReportsStats/TaxCompendium/StatSupplement/Pages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VfWrFlKTKFUw0io7F4_W6dFfw0RARzvn/view?usp=sharing
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE44/44-13/INDEX.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE44/44-13/44-13-4.HTM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11y7EP7kY6adIorFVIi-Eq5utRG-NM5mp/view?usp=sharing


42. South Dakota - Full state sales tax 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax; the state bill shows the full 4.5% state 
sales tax. Many more details here.  

43. Tennessee - No tax.  
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill. The state sales tax is 7%.  

44. Texas - Local tax only 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax, but the state bill shows local taxes only. 
The state sales tax is 6.25%. 

45. Utah - Partial state sales tax +  
LA2015 suggests that residential and commercial consumption of utilities are subject to sales 
tax; the state bill shows a 2% state sales tax rate (lower than the standard 4.85% rate) plus a 
2.15% local sales tax plus a 6% Municipal Energy Tax.  

46. Vermont - No tax  
No state tax on residential consumption per LA2015 and state bill. The state sales tax is 6%.  

47. Virginia - State consumption tax +  
No state tax per LA2015, but the state bill shows a state/local consumption tax of 0.155 cents 
per kWh; see also here, which claims that on the first block the total tax is 0.1595 cents per 
kWh, of which the state portion is 0.1215 cents per kWh) plus a local utility tax. The state sales 
tax is 4.3%.  

48. Washington State - State gross receipts tax +  
No state tax per LA2015, but the second page of the state bill shows a 3.8734% gross receipts 
tax on electric utilities. (See also here.) The state sales tax is 6.5%.  

49. West Virginia - No tax 
No state tax per LA2015 and state bill. The state sales tax is 6%.  

50. Wisconsin - Full state sales tax + 
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax; the state bill shows a 5.5% tax, which is 
the full state sales tax rate of 5% plus a county tax of 0.5%. Note that there’s an NCEL contact. 
Many more details here.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GTZ2Kx3RPiHqsOpQp_WPvYTzY7iSl32C/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mbsnFm4OorK4YcmFJ9l-wo3Zw6DSl_MRjHN0yAHjc9Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LBBGqV30G5lts61cgjOlXkzq9IKXBgz-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12_P2GmoVk6Ep0Nnn-FcvSWZqrK-q6zMB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16W_I94E_5fZUNNvsvV2TiHKxHGzHRQ4X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wH7k0RRVZicjaKtGC7KT1JwBINrSmTE5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GNHMxDbNvmVoo4kfyjciKYk_BIsWivrF/view?usp=sharing
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title58.1/chapter29/section58.1-2900/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GYp2RDeJFFz4ZDUILPvO7Z_hVzj8tw3H/view?usp=sharing
https://dor.wa.gov/taxes-rates/other-taxes/public-utility-tax
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EhdcCz3AyNi0JZ2wco0jyVUO5ypm-BrS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e0w5VElLOp7Xx9JhxOfnw_SF0apblKcI/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ncel.net/state-leads/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kReLgfMv_Zp7mM8mxjz3WKTa7J_XC1H_yklo-Wp05zM/edit?usp=sharing


51. Wyoming - Full state sales tax +  
LA2015 suggests that utilities are subject to sales tax; the state bill shows the full state sales tax 
of 4% plus some local taxes. 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AN27gTqvfpMwQUwusCTtHfPBYPdIwkSH/view?usp=sharing
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