
Multicultural Education Timeline:  Supreme Court Rulings 
 

​ We discussed earlier in the timeline the precedence set in the State of California by 

Mendez v. Westminster and the California Board of Education.  On a larger scale, the Supreme 

Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 set the stage for desegregation of schools 

on a national level.  This was an important distinction to overturn the ruling of Plessy v. 

Ferguson where education was considered “separate but equal”.  With Brown v. Board of 

Education, the Supreme Court found that schools separated according to race were inherently 

unequal in the quality of education being provided, especially for the African American and 

other minority populations.  With this ruling the desegregation of schools began.  This movement 

would be important for what would later become multicultural education.  This Supreme Court 

ruling was yet another cornerstone for the fundamental foundations of the concepts guided by 

multiculturalism.   In 1982 the Supreme Court ruled in the case of Board of Education v. Pico 

regarding removal of “objectionable” books from the library shelves.  The importance of this 

with regards to multicultural education is the role of allowing a variety of material in the library 

and not having material censored based on personal beliefs and agendas.    
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