
1~Born January 15, 1929 2~Skipped 9th and 11th

grades and entered
college at age 15.

3~1948, Graduated from
Morehouse College with
a Bachelors of Arts in

Sociology.

4~1951~graduated with his
Bachelors of Divinity

Degree, as valedictorian

5~June 1953~Married his
wife Coretta Scott

6~They had four children.

7~1954~Became pastor 8~1955~graduated with his
PhD in Theology from

Boston University, age 25.

9~December 1, 1955~Rosa
Parks Story

10~January 1957~Helped
organize the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC).

11~February 1958~SCLC
sponsored 20 + mass
meetings to register
blacks for voting.

12~February
1960~African-American
students organized the
first “sit-in” in Greensboro,

North Carolina.

13~April 1960~SCLC held a
meeting at Shaw

University where King
urged local sit-in

leaders to continue with
non-violent methods.

This meeting also formed
the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee
which worked with King’s

SCLC.

14~August 1960~due to
sit-ins, segregation in
lunch places in 27

southern cities ended.



15~October 19, 1960~King
arrested for requesting
lunch service. Atlanta’s

mayor dropped the
charges but King was
soon arrested on a
parole violation.

Presidental candidate,
John F. Kennedy called

King’s wife and expressed
concern for his

treatment. Thanks to
him, King was soon

released.

16~Spring 1963~King was
arrested at a
non-violent

demonstration.

17~August 28, 1963~historic
March on Washington
which drew more than
200,000 people to the

Lincoln Memorial to hear
the famous “I have a

dream” speech.

18~1964~passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964

legalizing desegregation.
This led to Martin Luther

King Jr. receiving the
Nobel Peace Prize for

1964.

19~March 7, 1965~Famous
civil rights march from
Selma to Montgomery
for blacks to vote.

became violent as police
with gas masks and

batons met them at the
bridge, this march
became known as

“Bloody Sunday.” This
also caused a ban on a
second and third march.
(King was not there, but it

prompted his next
march).

20~March 9, 1965~King’s
famous “prayer march”.
black and white people
marched across the
bridge from “Bloody

Sunday” and instead of
confronting the officers,

they knelt in prayer,
then got up and went

back home.



21~August 6, 1965~Voting
Rights Act signed into
effect which allowed
all the right to vote,
regardless of color.

22~April 3, 1968~a tired Dr.
King decided to go to one
last event, a labor strike
in Tennessee that drew
his attention. While
standing on his hotel
balcony, he was killed
by James Earl Ray, who
was sentenced to 99

years in prison and died
there in 1998.

ROSA PARKS STORY~42 Year old Rosa Parks boarded a bus. The bus had white rows and
colored rows. She was in the first row of the colored seats. As the bus began to fill up, the bus
driver asked her, and a few more African-Americans to move back and give up their seats to the
standing white men. The other three reluctantly moved, but she refused. She was arrested and
found guilty of violating the city of Montgomery’s code. She was fined $10 and a $4 court fee.

The night she was arrested, the head of the local NAACP, E.D. Nixon, met with MLK Jr and
other civil leaders. They decided to boycott the bus company and voted MLK Jr to head it.

In his first speech as the group's president, King declared, "We have no alternative but to
protest. For many years we have shown an amazing patience. We have sometimes given our
white brothers the feeling that we liked the way we were being treated. But we come here
tonight to be saved from that patience that makes us patient with anything less than freedom
and justice."

The boycott lasted 382 days. During that time they walked many miles to work, home from
work, to any store or place they needed to go. They were harassed violently. King and Nixon’s
homes were broken into. The African-American community took legal action against the city
citing the Supreme Court’s ruling that “separate is never equal” in a previous court case, Brown
vs. Board of Education. (In that case, the federal court found that separate colleges for blacks
and whites was against the constitution.)

The city of Montgomery lifted the ban on separate seats on public transportation.


