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Columbian Exchange: The Annotated Map 
 
Directions: Design an annotated map that shows your understanding of the global impact of the Columbian 
Exchange from 1492 to 1750 CE. Write with ink and use color! 
 

Part One: Research 
1) WHAT WAS TRANSFERRED?:  Find examples of items or diseases transferred across the world and 

place them on their location of origin using the chart below. You may use your textbook. 

From the WESTERN HEMISPHERE From the EASTERN HEMISPHERE 

Animals: 
 

Animals: 
 

Crops: Crops: 

Pathogens: Pathogens: 

 
Part Two: Map 

2) WRITE A TITLE in the box:  The Columbian Exchange 
3) LABEL PLACES ON THE MAP:    

●​ Western & Eastern Hemispheres 
●​ North America 
●​ The Caribbean  
●​ Mesoamerica 

●​ South America 
●​ China 
●​ Europe 
●​ Africa 

4) LABEL TRANSFERS ON THE MAP: Label animals, crops, and pathogens in their place of origin on 
the map. Symbols may be used (please create a key if doing so). Draw arrows that demonstrate where 
the animals, crops, and pathogens were transferred during this time. Use color. 

5) ANNOTATIONS:   Choose 3 items (at least one from each hemisphere).  Briefly explain the effects of 
these plants, animals, and diseases as they were transferred across the world as a result of the Columbian 
Exchange. You may create boxes on the sides of the map. Write small! 

6) WRITE A THESIS at the bottom of the map: This should be a 2-3 sentence response to this question. 
●​ Overall, did the Columbian Exchange have a positive or negative impact on the world? 

 

 



 

 


