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As the ACPS Press Release shares, the curriculum review committee has narrowed the options 
to two reading programs for elementary grades. Both are approved by the state of Virginia as 
being aligned to “Science of Reading” and state standards. 
 
The program materials are available for in-person review: 

●​ Parents / Caregivers – visit your child’s elementary school (best to call ahead). 
●​ Community Members – visit Center One (directions). 

 
**Submit Your Review Here** 
Due by Friday, December 8 
 
This survey focuses on program materials for families and students, not teachers. If you have 
feedback on the curriculum framework, process or teacher material, Family Council suggests 
sharing any concerns or feedback with Dr. Chandra Hayes, Asst Superintendent of Instruction 
and/or with the ACPS school board. 
 
Suggestions for resources that might help other families or community members? Send word to 
Family Council by email or Facebook comment. (Thank you, ACPS educators for sharing so 
many!) 
 
Background information on the process: 

●​ September school board meeting presentation 
●​ Sept 2023 press release on committee 
●​ Bellwether instructional audit includes data on ACPS reading outcomes & need for 

high-quality instructional core 
●​ School board policy on curriculum adoption 

 
According to Dr. Hayes, the review committee is using this rubric created by the Virginia Literacy 
Act reviewers to evaluate programs. The committee composition was provided by Karen 
Heathcock upon request. 
 
If parents or family members would like more in-depth evaluation criteria on which to base your 
review of student and family diversity and/or other curricular elements, you might find the 
SFUSD rubric useful. (Note that this was created following a very similar instructional audit that 
we’ve been following.) 
 
These review materials were assembled by Family Council to facilitate engagement of the 
broader community in this decision-making process. 
 
See detailed information → on two programs → on next page → 

https://www.k12albemarle.org/our-departments/communications/news-board/~board/newsroom/post/english-language-arts-adoption-committee-narrows-new-reading-program-options-to-two
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cnqB2xz85rG18w4DPqNrq1IpiVF83g7MAKp2D6wnnwc/edit
https://survey.k12insight.com/survey1.aspx?k=SsUTPVsQSWQsPsPsP&lang=0
mailto:chayes@k12albemarle.org
mailto:SchoolBoard@k12albemarle.org
mailto:parentcouncilacps@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ACPSFamilyCouncil/
https://esb.k12albemarle.org/attachments/a90b8655-df82-455f-b757-4c1394a45188.pdf
https://www.k12albemarle.org/our-departments/communications/news-board/~board/newsroom/post/expansive-adoption-committee-brings-together-teachers-administrators-parents-to-select-a-new-reading-curriculum-for-the-2024-25-school-year
https://www.k12albemarle.org/our-departments/accountability/instructional-practices-audit
https://esb.k12albemarle.org/Reference_Library/ESB_Policies_and_Regulations/Policies/IIAA.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x9si_whcwGx9R89leCqdoqgQRikmBy2kixHw9iSRI5Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJGvJZ-qM9yfMfrNAVUrnn8M6wEPJGYH4yhU25ske4Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LlrmhRyZ3EkX0PYLf0ym9BzbEXaKiDxY/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113941578006618609210&rtpof=true&sd=true
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I.​ Benchmark Advance 
 

●​ Publisher (Benchmark) program website – includes link to virtual “sampler” 
○​ Publisher caregiver resources and parent/caregiver video 
○​ Program Overview 
○​ Phonics Brochure 

●​ VDOE Snapshot 
●​ VDOE Teacher Review Site – includes digital versions of teacher resources and more 

Username: vdoe_teacher 
Password: password 

●​ VDOE Recorded Presentation (on Wistia) and YouTube Overview 
●​ VDOE K-3 Evaluation Rubric – detailed review of program for state approval 
●​ EdReports review (trusted source for educators nationally) 

 
 

II.​ HMH Into Reading 
 

●​ Publisher (HMH or Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) program website – see “get a sample” 
○​ Publisher family review letter – see student materials 
○​ Program Overview 
○​ Resources At-A-Glance 

●​ VDOE Snapshot 
●​ VDOE Teacher Review Site – same as listed in the family review letter above 

State: EVALUATOR 
District: INTO Reading 3-91002000 
Username: HMH-ReadingStudent 
Password: Password1! 

●​ VDOE Recorded Presentation – 35 min overview 
●​ VDOE K-3 Evaluation Rubric – detailed review of program for state approval 
●​ EdReports review (trusted source for educators nationally) 

https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/benchmark-advance-adelante
https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/caregiver
https://benchmark.wistia.com/medias/up594qidwl?fbclid=IwAR3GWzYYA2K35l1f25XePAJ3531knuFtRO0Wlo9Pcyj9Xd4t8ehD-PeeqPo
https://onlinepublications.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/Brochures/B9246_BRCH_ProgramGuide/index.html#page=1
https://onlinepublications.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/Brochures/B8742_BA2.5_Phonics+Brochure/index.html#page=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CG7SNrkluJcMxUIJwDQbHb3SqRSghrk6/view
https://nsdba.benchmarkuniverse.com/?
https://benchmark.wistia.com/medias/cxguxk2ik0?fbclid=IwAR3dbtemX-4dzkKvj9LuF0-7HuQPns--_8e0PetA2H-qTQMChzzNTEJqRhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCbMSEFSMc0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1aMhnp2uashDY46h8ndTGAqnyo40HCSZ_/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113941578006618609210&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://edreports.org/reports/overview/benchmark-advanced-2022?_gl=1%2a9xzxqb%2a_gcl_au%2aODg1NDEyMTMzLjE2OTgzMzcwNzA.
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/into-reading
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vQ8Ro5ja_YQfXh0N9yTyCE6ItW88-RG2/view
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/programs/Into-Reading-V2-NTL-K-6-Connected-Overview-1.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-hmhco-vmg-craftcms-public/programs/Into-Reading-V2-NTL-Resources-at-a-Glance-K-6-1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QqRCBedwNhY8cvZ3HrESuxvGuKtSyn3N/view
https://www.hmhco.com/ui/login/?connection=91002000
https://hmhco.app.box.com/s/rvqb07lxxud25vemsc0qixqdv6ufmgmv?fbclid=IwAR2J_kNnT9j7L0KtOuhp9JYajA973HDR8Gbq5k4o7QEoSAhDzRkGtKHD81o
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GTkhmHTSn_BpJDqiE75rNo0TOLeBSZHb/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113941578006618609210&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/into-reading-2020

