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Beyond the Human

Dennis Tenen | idea@d3nten.com Fall 2012, Columbia University
Office Hours: Philosophy Hall 408c CLENW 3770
M + W 4-6pm Hamilton Hall 607

http://bit.ly/QDjvls to confirm a spot M 10:10A-12:00P

Course Description

In the age of animal rights, artificial intelligence, drone warfare, and corporate personhood, we gradually
find ourselves no longer the sole proprietors of what once seemed like the exclusive purview of the
human condition. Thinking beyond the human is a chance to reflect critically on cognition, language, law,
literature, war, and culture from the perspective of animals, machines, and complex systems.

In this course we will ask “What is it like to be a bat?” along with Thomas Nagel, analyze elephant
paintings, simian and machine-generated poetry, contemplate the rhizome along with Gilles Deleuze and
Félix Guattari, question the history of drone warfare with Manuel de Landa, consider the lobster with
David Foster Wallace, ponder insect semiotics with Jakob von Uexkiill and Franz Kafka, define life with
Francisco Varela and Humberto Maturana, investigate information and systems theories with Norbert
Wiener and Claude Shannon, and explore the inner lives of cyborgs with Donna Haraway and Isaac
Asimov.

Excursions into the worlds of philosophy, legislature, fiction, film, software, MMORPG, and a trip to the
zoo will help frame our discussion.

Grading and Course Requirements

The students are expected to write short, weekly response papers to the readings, extending the class
discussion to the class blog. These informal conversations should serve as the basis for the midterm
paper / project proposal (due Week 7), which will we discuss in detail in class and during office hours.
The final paper / project is due the last week of class.

30% Blog and class participation
30% Midterm paper / project proposal
40% Final paper / project

Required Books

Most of the reading will be provided as .pdf links from this document (Columbia U. login usually
required). | encourage you to print or to use a good e-reader (something like GoodReader for iPad) on
which you can take notes. The following several books will be available at Book Culture on 536 West
112th Street:

Vonnegut, Kurt. Slaughterhouse-Five. Dial Press, 1999.
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Powers—Richard—Geigtes22Pieador2004-"
Dick, Philip K. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Del Rey, 1996.
Pynchon, Thomas. The Crying of Lot 49. Harper Perennial, 2006.

Academic integrity
When in doubt, cite! Plagiarism is insulting to your fellow students, your instructors, and to the
university at large. It wastes my time and yours and is ultimately not worth the risk. Consult Culumbia’s

guidelines at http://www.college.columbia.edu/academics/integrity or ask me for help early in the
writing process.

' Out of print now. Swapping out.
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WEEKLY READING LIST
Week 1: Introduction
Course mechanics. Grading and assignments. Academic integrity. Topics covered.

Week 2: Humanism and the Humanities
e \Vonnegut, Kurt. Slaughterhouse-Five. Dial Press, 1999, ch. 1-5.
e Sartre, Jean-Paul. “Existentialism Is a Humanism,” lecture given in 1946 and reproduced in

Existentialism from Dostoyevsky to Sartre, ed. Walter Kaufman, Meridian Publishing Company,
1989: 345-69.

Humanist Manifesto | & Il, American Humanist Association website.

Nussbaum, Martha C. “Cultivating Humanity in Legal Education.” The University of Chicago Law
Review 70, no. 1 (January 1, 2003): 265—-279.

e Diamond, Cora. “The Importance of Being Human.” Royal Institute of Philosophy Supplements 29
(1991): 35-62.

Explore: The American Humanist Association website; Auguste Comte and his Religion of
Humanity; The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Week 3: Post- Trans- Super- Ultra- Anti-

e \Vonnegut, Kurt. Slaughterhouse-Five. Dial Press, 1999, ch. 5-10.

e Althusser, Louis. “Marxism and Humanism.” In For Marx, 219-249. Verso, 2010.

e Heidegger, Martin. “Letter on Humanism,” in Basic Writings ed. Wulf, transl. Capuzzi & Gray. New
York: Harper & Row, 1977 [1946].2

e Derrida, Jacques. “The Ends of Man.” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 30, no. 1
(1969): 31-57.3
Wolfe, Cary. What Is Posthumanism? Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010: xi-xxxiv.

Fukuyama, Francis. “World’s Most Dangerous Ideas: Transhumanism.” Foreign Policy, no. 144
(2004): 42-43.

Explore: H+ and the Transhumanist Declaration, Singularity Institute, body modification,
http://www.kurzweilai.net/essays

UNIT I: TECHNOLOGY
Week 4: Artificial Life and Intelligence
e Powers, Richard. Galatea 2.2

e Turing, A. M. “Computing Machinery and Intelligence.” Mind 59, no. 236. New Series (October 1,
1950): 433-460.

2 Added late. Read only if you covered the other readings.
% Available on JSTOR, uni login required.
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http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/sartre/works/exist/sartre.htm
http://www.americanhumanist.org/Humanism/Humanist_Manifesto_I
http://www.americanhumanist.org/Humanism/Humanist_Manifesto_II
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/nussbaum.pdf
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/coradiamond.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_of_Humanity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_of_Humanity
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/althusser/1964/marxism-humanism.htm
http://archive.org/details/HeideggerLetterOnhumanism1949
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/stable/2105919
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/wolfe.pdf
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2004/09/01/transhumanism
http://humanityplus.org/
http://humanityplus.org/philosophy/transhumanist-declaration/
http://singularity.org/research/
http://news.bmezine.com/
http://www.kurzweilai.net/essays
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/Richard_Powers_Galatea_2.2__-1.pdf
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/stable/2251299?&Search=yes&searchText=turing&searchText=%22Computing+Machinery+and+Intelligence%22&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3D%2522Computing%2BMachinery%2Band%2BIntelligence%2522%2Bturing%26gw%3Djtx%26acc%3Don%26prq%3DComputing%2BMachinery%2BAND%2BIntelligence%26Search%3DSearch%26hp%3D25%26wc%3Don&prevSearch=&item=1&ttl=272&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/eresources/databases/1959655.html
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® Riskin, Jessica. “The Defecating Duck, or, the Ambiguous Origins of Artificial Life.” Critical Inquiry
29, no. 4 (June 1, 2003): 599-633.

e Searle, John. 1980. “Minds, Brains, and Programs.” Behavioral and Brain Sciences 3, 417-424.

Explore: Siri, The Policeman's Beard is Half Constructed, Al vs. Al; Boston Dynamics; Amazon

Mechanical Turk (Artificial Artificial Intelligence)

Week 5: Singularity

e Butler, Samuel. Erewhon. Ch. 23-25.

e Asimov, Isaac. Runaround.

e Text: Edgar Allan Poe, “Maelzel's Chess-Player” [Text-02], Southern Literary Messenger, April
1836, 2:318-326.

e Shannon, C.E.;, "Computers and Automata," Proceedings of the IRE , vol.41, no.10,
pp.1234-1241, Oct. 1953.

e Chalmers, David. “Singularity: A Philosophical Analysis.” Journal of Consciousness Studies
17:7-65, 2010.
Yudkowsky, Eliezer S. “The Al-Box Experiment”.
Landa, Manuel de De. War in the Age of Intelligent Machines. Zone, 1991: 127-179.

Explore: The Policeman’s Beard Is Half-constructed, Metaprogramming, Self-modifying Code,
The System Design of the IBM Type 701 Computer, Drone FOIA

Week 6: Man-Machine

e Dick, Philip K. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Del Rey, 1996: ch. 1-15

e Licklider, J.C.R., "Man-Computer Symbiosis", IRE Transactions on Human Factors in Electronics,
vol. HFE-1, 4-11, Mar 1960.
Bush, Vannevar. "As We May Think" The Atlantic. 176.1 (1945). Print.
Engelbart, D C. Augmenting Human Intellect: A Conceptual Framework. Menlo Park, Calif:
Stanford Research Institute, 1962.
Heidegger, Martin. “The Question Concerning Technology.” pp307-333.
Haraway, Donna Jeanne. “A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-Feminism in
the Late Twentieth Century.” In Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The Reinvention of Nature,
149-181. New York: Routledge, 1991.

e Hutchins, Edwin. "How a Cockpit Remembers its Speeds." Cognitive Science 19, no. 3 (1995):
265-288.

Explore: Quantified Self; Daito Manabe and friends; Kraftwerk: The Robots (Die Roboter), Die
Mensch-Maschine 1 & 2; nootropics

UNIT II: ANIMALS

Week 7: As Food and Pets
e Dick, Philip K. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Del Rey, 1996: ch. 15-22.
e Butler, Samuel. Erewhon. Ch. 26-27.
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http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/stable/10.1086/377722?&Search=yes&searchText=Duck%2C&searchText=Ambiguous&searchText=OR%2C&searchText=Defecating&searchText=Artificial&searchText=Origins&searchText=Life&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DThe%2BDefecating%2BDuck%252C%2Bor%252C%2Bthe%2BAmbiguous%2BOrigins%2Bof%2BArtificial%2BLife%26gw%3Djtx%26acc%3Don%26prq%3D%2522Computing%2BMachinery%2Band%2BIntelligence%2522%2Bturing%26Search%3DSearch%26hp%3D25%26wc%3Don&prevSearch=&item=1&ttl=1&returnArticleService=showFullText
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/106567343-John-R-Searle-Minds-Brains-And-Programs.pdf
http://www.ubu.com/historical/racter/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WnzlbyTZsQY&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/user/BostonDynamics?feature=plcp
https://www.mturk.com/mturk/welcome
https://www.mturk.com/mturk/welcome
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/butler-samuel/1872/erewhon/index.htm
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~cfs/472_html/Intro/NYT_Intro/History/Runaround.html
http://www.eapoe.org/works/essays/maelzel.htm
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/xpl/articleDetails.jsp?reload=true&tp=&arnumber=4051186&contentType=Journals+%26+Magazines&sortType%3Dasc_p_Sequence%26filter%3DAND(p_IS_Number:4051180)
http://consc.net/papers/singularity.pdf
http://yudkowsky.net/singularity/aibox
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/war_in_the_age.pdf
http://ubu.artmob.ca/text/racter/racter_policemansbeard.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metaprogramming
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-modifying_code
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/stamp/stamp.jsp?tp=&arnumber=4051191
http://www.aclu.org/drone-foia-department-defense-documents
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/stamp/stamp.jsp?tp=&arnumber=4503259
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1945/07/as-we-may-think/303881/
http://www.dougengelbart.org/pubs/papers/scanned/Doug_Engelbart-AugmentingHumanIntellect.pdf
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/Martin_Heidegger_Basic_Writings__1993.pdf
https://netfiles.uiuc.edu/jwstone2/WAM/Haraway.pdf
https://netfiles.uiuc.edu/jwstone2/WAM/Haraway.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1207/s15516709cog1903_1/pdf
http://quantifiedself.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxdlYFCp5Ic&feature=g-user-u
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLAma-lrJRM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXa9tXcMhXQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXa9tXcMhXQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c90DIwngylg&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3yhVjiP3UU&feature=plcp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nootropic
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/butler-samuel/1872/erewhon/index.htm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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White, E.B. “Death of a Pig.” The Atlantic, January 1948.

Diamond, Cora. “Eating Meat and Eating People,” in Animal Rights: Current Debates and New
Directions.

e Shell, Marc. “The Family Pet.” Representations, no. 15 (July 1, 1986): 121-153.

Explore: pro- and anti- PETA debates, meat eating and vegetarianism in the media, Animal
Welfare Act

Week 8: Insect Semiotics
PROJECT PROPOSAL DUE

e Kafka, Franz, and Ritchie Robertson. The Metamorphosis. Translated by Joyce Crick. Oxford
University Press, USA, 2009.

e Wallace, David Foster. “Consider the Lobster.” In Consider the Lobster and Other Essays,
235-255. Back Bay Books, 2007.

® Nagel, Thomas. “What Is It Like to Be a Bat?” The Philosophical Review 83, no. 4 (October 1,
1974): 435-450.

e Uexkull, Jakob von. A Foray into the Worlds of Animals and Humans: With A Theory of Meaning.
Translated by Joseph D. O’Neil. Univ Of Minnesota Press, 2010: 44-135.

Explore: http://www.elephantart.com, Lobster Liberation, Insect Architecture, Pain experience in
hermit crabs?

Week 9: The Human Animal
e Wells, H. G. The Island of Dr. Moreau. Dover Publications, 1996: Ch. 1-7.
e Agamben, Giorgio. The Open: Man and Animal. Translated by Kevin Attell. Stanford University
Press, 2003.
e Sloterdijk, Peter. “Rules for the Human Zoo: A Response to the Letter on Humanism.”
Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 27, no. 1 (2009): 12—-28.
e Derrida, Jacques. The Animal That Therefore | Am. Translated by David Wills.*

UNIT lll: SYSTEMS
Week 10: Social Organism
® Sturgeon, Theodore. More Than Human. New York: Farrar, Straus and Young, 1953. Part 1-2.
® Spencer, Herbert. The Social Organism (1860) from The Man Versus the State: With Six Essays on
Government, Society, and Freedom. Indianapolis, Ind: Liberty Classics.
Wheeler, W. M. “The ant-colony as an organism,” Journal of Morphology, 22: 307-325 (1911).
Durkheim, Emile, and Karen E. Fields. ¢ New York: Free Press, 1995. Pages 216-225, 433-448.

Explore: Holldobler, Bert, Edward O. Wilson, and Margaret C. Nelson. The Superorganism: The
Beauty, Elegance, and Strangeness of Insect Societies. New York: W.W. Norton, 2009. Print.

* Go through the Columbia JSTOR portal if you are having trouble accessing JSTOR material from home.
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http://www.theatlantic.com/ideastour/animals/white-full.html
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/diamond_eatingpeople.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2928394?&Search=yes&searchText=shell&searchText=marc&searchText=pet&searchText=family&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dthe%2Bfamily%2Bpet%2Bmarc%2Bshell%26gw%3Djtx%26acc%3Don%26prq%3Dthe%2Bfamily%2Bpet%26Search%3DSearch%26hp%3D25%26wc%3Don&prevSearch=&item=1&ttl=247&returnArticleService=showFullText
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2009-title7/html/USCODE-2009-title7-chap54.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2009-title7/html/USCODE-2009-title7-chap54.htm
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/kafka_die_verwandlung.pdf
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/consider_the_lobster_wallace.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2183914?&Search=yes&searchText=%22What+Is+It+Like+to+Be+a+Bat%22&list=hide&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3D%2522What%2BIs%2BIt%2BLike%2Bto%2BBe%2Ba%2BBat%2522%26gw%3Djtx%26acc%3Don%26prq%3DWhat%2BIs%2BIt%2BLike%2Bto%2BBe%2Ba%2BBat%26Search%3DSearch%26hp%3D25%26wc%3Don&prevSearch=&item=1&ttl=450&returnArticleService=showFullText
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/Jakob_von_Uexku%CC%88ll_A_Foray_Into_the_Worlds_of_Animals_and_Humans_With_a_Theory_of_Meaning__2010.pdf
http://www.peta.org/b/thepetafiles/archive/tags/lobsters/default.aspx
http://archive.org/stream/insectarchitectu00rennrich#page/34/mode/2up
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003347209000712
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003347209000712
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/159
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/Giorgio_Agamben_The_Open_Man_and_Animal__2003.pdf
http://rekveld.home.xs4all.nl/tech/Sloterdijk_RulesForTheHumanZoo.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/1344276.pdf
http://arthursbookshelf.com/sci-fi/sturgeon/theodore%20sturgeon%20-%20more%20than%20human.pdf
http://www.econlib.org/library/LFBooks/Spencer/spnMvS9.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jmor.1050220206/abstract
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/Bert_Ho%CC%88lldobler%2C_Edward_O._Wilson_The_Superorganism_The_Beauty%2C_Elegance%2C_and_Strangeness_of_Insect_Societies__2008.pdf
https://newcourseworks.columbia.edu/access/content/group/CLENW3770_001_2012_3/Bert_Ho%CC%88lldobler%2C_Edward_O._Wilson_The_Superorganism_The_Beauty%2C_Elegance%2C_and_Strangeness_of_Insect_Societies__2008.pdf
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/eresources/databases/1959655.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

60of 6

MANDATORY OFFICE HOURS Friday 10/30
NO CLASS MONDAY, DECEMBER 3

Week 11: Emergence / Entropy
® Sturgeon, Theodore. More Than Human. New York: Farrar, Straus and Young, 1953. Parts 2&3.
® Pynchon, Thomas. The Crying of Lot 49. Harper Perennial, 2006.
e Deleuze, Gilles, and Felix Guattari. A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia.
Translated by Brian Massumi. 1st ed. University of Minnesota Press, 1987: 1-26.
e Wiener, Norbert. “Entropy and Progress.” In The Human Use Of Human Beings: Cybernetics And
Society. Da Capo Press, 1988.

Explore: Nyquist, H. “Certain Factors Affecting Telegraph Speed.” Trans. Am. Inst. Electr. Eng. XLIII
(1924): 412—-422; Hartley, RVL. “Transmission of Information.” Bell System Technical Journal 7,

no. 3 (July 1928): 535-563; Shannon, Claude. “A Mathematical Theory of Communication.” Bell
System Technical Journal 27, no. 3 (1948): 379-423.

Week 13 (make-up): Concluding Discussion / Trip or Event

FINAL PAPERS/PROJECTS PROPOSAL DUE FRIDAY DECEMBER 21st (before midnight)
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