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Abstract

Mansfield Park, one of Jane Austen's most controversial works, touches on the
issues of slavery, religion, and patriarchy. Fanny Price, the strict and conservative
novel’s protagonist, is a character with great complexity. Different from her worldly
cousins who pursue external values, such as fluency in French or musical talent,
Fanny Price reads and dedicates herself to honesty and righteousness. Nevertheless,
despite being a “rational creature” as Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley suggests, Fanny is
still limited to the values defined by men. Jane Austen reflects the female cul-de-sac
under post-Victorian England, echoing her life experience as an unmarried female
writer. Mansfield Park reflects a patriarchal society that shapes female values, through
the metaphor of slavery, the characterizations of the female characters, the
intertextuality of Lover’s Vow by Elizabeth Inchbald, and the idea of “ordination”
(qtd. in Karounos 715).
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