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Minnesota is home to the largest and only continuous wild wolf population in the 
lower 48 states, a symbol of wilderness that has endured despite decades of hunting 
and habitat loss. These intelligent predators are well adapted to the North Woods, 
where dense forests, wetlands, and abundant prey support their survival. Adult 
wolves typically weigh between 60 and 100 pounds and have thick, insulating fur in 
shades of gray, black, white, or a mix, helping them withstand the region’s long, 
frigid winters. Their presence plays a vital role in maintaining a balanced ecosystem 
by controlling deer populations and influencing the behavior of other wildlife. Today, 
wolves remain both a treasured icon and a reminder of the need for careful 
conservation to ensure their place in Minnesota’s wild landscapes for generations to 
come. 
 
Life in the Pack: Wolves live in close-knit family groups called packs, usually led by an alpha male and alpha female who are the primary breeders. A pack 
often includes their offspring from one or more years, creating a cooperative unit that works together to hunt, raise pups, and defend territory. Wolves are 
skilled predators, relying on teamwork, communication, and endurance to pursue prey such as white-tailed deer and moose. They will also take smaller 
animals like beavers and rabbits, and scavenge carrion when the opportunity arises. As top predators, wolves help keep prey populations healthy by 
targeting the weak, sick, or old, which prevents overgrazing and supports a balanced ecosystem. 
 
Wolves and People: Once hunted and feared, wolves were driven to near extinction in much of the United States. In Minnesota, however, dense forests, 
abundant prey, and strong conservation measures allowed them to survive when other populations vanished. Today, opinions about wolves remain divided. 
Many people admire them as powerful symbols of wilderness and ecological balance, appreciating the vital role they play in healthy ecosystems. Others, 
particularly in rural areas, express concern about livestock losses or competition with hunters for game animals like deer. To address these challenges, 
wildlife managers monitor wolf populations, provide compensation programs for verified livestock losses, and promote public education on coexistence 
strategies. These efforts aim to balance the needs of both wolves and communities, ensuring that this iconic species continues to thrive in Minnesota’s wild 
landscapes. 
 
How to Prevent Dangerous Interactions with Wolves 

-​ Do Not Feed Wolves – Never intentionally or unintentionally feed wolves. Providing food, even through unsecured garbage or leftovers, can 
cause wolves to lose their natural fear of humans and become bolder, increasing the risk of dangerous encounters. 

-​ Protect Pets and Livestock – Keep pets indoors at night and supervise them when outside. Use fencing, guard animals, or secure enclosures 
for livestock, especially during calving or lambing seasons, to reduce the chance of predation. 

-​ Give Wolves Space – If you encounter a wolf in the wild, observe quietly from a distance. Never approach, follow, or try to interact with them. 
Respecting their space helps keep both people and wolves safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan here to see a video of a timberwolf on the Flowage 
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