
Introduction 
 
As the academic year draws to a close, students are presented with the crucial decision of 
determining their next steps. While some may opt to take a gap year to rejuvenate and discover 
their interests, others may choose to embark on a business venture by discontinuing their 
college education. For those who intend to pursue advanced studies, competitive examinations 
such as JEE or pursue business may prove to be a significant factor. 
 
It is imperative for students to bear in mind that their decision ought to align with their genuine 
passions and interests, regardless of the choice they make. Although there may be external 
influences that may sway them towards a particular field or trajectory, it is ultimately the 
individual's responsibility to determine what is most suitable for them  
 
This article aims to examine the rationales behind students contemplating a gap year or 
discontinuing their college education to delve into a business venture. Furthermore, it will 
scrutinize the advantages and disadvantages of these alternatives and offer valuable 
perspectives on how students can make well-informed decisions based on their interests, 
objectives, and ambitions. 
 
JEE Limitations and other factors  
 
While a gap year can provide an excellent opportunity for JEE aspirants to prepare for the highly 
competitive exam, it is essential to note that the process of getting selected is not always 
straightforward. With limited seats available and a low acceptance rate, many students may find 
themselves unable to secure a spot in a prestigious institution despite their preparations. This 
can be demotivating, leading to feelings of uncertainty and anxiety. 
 
Limitations 
 
Limited availability: The number of seats available in engineering colleges is relatively low in 
comparison to the number of students attempting the JEE exam. 
 
High difficulty level: The exam is considered one of the most challenging entrance tests, with 
questions testing the basic understanding of fundamental concepts, and requiring a high level of 
problem-solving acumen. 
 
High competition: With thousands of students attempting the exam each year, the competition is 
fierce, and even well-prepared and highly skilled students may not succeed in securing 
admissions. 
 
Gap Year Pros and Cons 
 
Taking a gap year has become increasingly popular amongst students in recent years. The time 
off can provide individuals with a much-needed break from the academic rigor, allowing time for 



personal growth and exploration. However, taking a gap year can come with its set of 
challenges, such as the potential for academic regression and difficulty readjusting to a 
structured academic environment. 
 
Pros 
 
Opportunity to rejuvenate and re-energize: Following years of formal education, some students 
may experience exhaustion and stress from the burden of excelling in competitive exams. A gap 
year can offer a valuable respite, allowing students to recharge and regain their concentration. 
 
Opportunity to acquire practical experience: A gap year can further furnish students with the 
chance to pursue their interests, travel, or engage in employment, and acquire hands-on 
experience that can prove beneficial in their future academic pursuits or professional endeavors. 
 
Cons 
 
Financial limitations: A gap year can potentially incur significant expenses, particularly if 
students opt to travel or work overseas. Financial constraints may render a gap year unfeasible 
for certain students. 
 
Disruption of academic continuity: Opting for a gap year may result in students feeling detached 
from their studies, and it may pose a challenge to re-engage with their academic pursuits once 
they recommence their education. 
 
Dropping Out for Business 
 
Abandoning college education to embark on a business venture has gained traction in recent 
times, partly attributed to the success stories of notable dropouts such as Mark Zuckerberg, 
Steve Jobs, and Bill Gates. Nevertheless, the decision to drop out is a complex one, and it may 
yield both favorable and unfavorable outcomes. 
 
Pros 
 
Time to focus on a business venture: Dropping out of college can give students the time and 
freedom to work on business ideas and pursue their passions without the constraints of a 
structured academic schedule. 
 
Empowerment and independence: Running a business can be an empowering experience, and 
it could help students develop important skills like leadership, decision-making, and risk-taking. 
 
Cons 
 
Absence of structured learning: By opting to drop out, students are relinquishing the prospect of 
acquiring a formal education, which could prove advantageous in numerous aspects, ranging 



from the cultivation of analytical thinking abilities to the augmentation of their knowledge 
repository. 
 
Potential for business failure: Commencing a business venture inherently entails risk, and in the 
absence of the backing and counsel of seasoned mentors, students may encounter financial 
and emotional challenges. 
 
Peer Pressure in Choosing JEE over Passion 
 
Influence of societal norms: At times, students may exhibit reluctance in pursuing their 
entrepreneurial interests due to peer pressure. Societal norms tend to place a premium on 
success in conventional high-paying domains such as medicine, law, and engineering, while 
underrating the significance of the arts, humanities, and social sciences. This may result in 
some students disregarding their genuine passions in favor of fields that appear more pragmatic 
or esteemed wherein students who fail to adhere to the societal standards are often looked 
down upon 
 
Conclusion 
 
In summary, taking a gap year or dropping out of college can be feasible alternatives for 
students seeking to broaden their horizons and follow their aspirations. Nonetheless, it is crucial 
to meticulously evaluate the advantages and disadvantages before arriving at a decision. It is 
imperative to factor in the financial, educational, and emotional ramifications of taking a hiatus 
or discontinuing college education altogether. Ultimately, the decision should be guided by 
individual objectives and interests, rather than external influences or societal expectations. 


