Could you now include 50 words on each card which challenges the idea of the British Empire being
at its 'peak’ because of the suffering, violence, exploitation experienced by the people living in the
colonies. For each of these cards, could you add a specific example of the negative impact of the
British on a country within the British empire. These examples can be up to 50 words.

Card 1: 1815

While the British Empire was powerful in 1815, it's important to recognize the immense suffering
endured by colonized peoples. Exploitation, forced labour, and cultural suppression were rampant.
The economic gains in Britain often came at the expense of the colonies, perpetuating inequality.

In the 1810s, the British Empire's exploitation of India led to the devastating aftermath of the Pindari
War (1817-1818). The imposition of heavy taxes and land seizures created widespread poverty and
displacement, contributing to the suffering of Indian communities and exemplifying the negative
impact of British colonial policies.

Card 2: 1870

The apparent 'peak’ of the British Empire in 1870 was marred by severe exploitation and suffering in
the colonies. Harsh labor conditions, land dispossession, and violent uprisings were common. The
empire's wealth was often built on the backs of oppressed indigenous populations.

In the 1870s, during the height of British expansion, Ireland suffered greatly under British rule. The
forced eviction of Irish tenants from their lands during the Great Famine exemplifies the devastating
impact of British policies, contributing to widespread poverty, death, and mass emigration.

Card 3: 1919

While 1919 marked a high point for the British Empire, it was a time of growing resistance against
colonial rule. Movements for independence and self-determination were gaining strength,
challenging the notion of imperial supremacy. The empire's '‘peak’ was accompanied by increasing
calls for justice and autonomy.

Despite the apparent peak in 1919, the Amritsar Massacre in British-ruled India (1919) epitomizes the
brutal oppression faced by colonized peoples. British troops opened fire on a peaceful gathering,
killing hundreds. This event fueled nationalist sentiments and resistance against imperial rule.



Card 4: 1945

In 1945, as the British Empire emerged from WWII, it faced mounting pressure for decolonization.
The war had exposed the contradictions of claiming freedom while denying it to others. Colonized
peoples' sacrifices in the war fuelled demands for their own rights and self-rule.

During WWII, the British Empire's treatment of the Indian subcontinent is exemplified by the Bengal
Famine of 1943. British policies exacerbated the impact of the famine, resulting in the deaths of
millions. This tragedy highlighted the destructive consequences of imperial exploitation and neglect.

Card 5: 1922

By 1922, discontent within the empire was palpable. While territorial expansion continued, so did
resistance to British rule. Movements for independence were gaining traction, underscoring the
inherent contradictions of an empire claiming to bring progress while perpetuating exploitation and
suffering.

Amid territorial expansion in 1922, Kenya experienced the brutal British response to the Kikuyu-led
Mau Mau Uprising in the 1950s. Torture, mass displacement, and detention camps became symbols
of British oppression, revealing the dark side of imperial control and exploitation.



