3rd Sunday of Advent

Liturgical Colour: Rose or Violet. Year: A(I).

Readings at Mass

First reading

Isaiah 35:1-6,10
God himself is coming to save you

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,

let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;

they shall see the glory of the Lord,

the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,

steady all trembling knees

and say to all faint hearts,

‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look, your God is coming,

vengeance 1s coming,

the retribution of God;

he is coming to save you.

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,

then the lame shall leap like a deer

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.
They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces;

joy and gladness will go with them

and sorrow and lament be ended.



Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

'A greater than John the Baptist has never been seen’

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to
wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you
hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is

proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who does not lose faith in
me.

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about
John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in
the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces.
Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much
more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says:

‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way before you.
‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than

John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he is’



Sunday 18 December 2022

4th Sunday of Advent

Liturgical Colour: Violet. Year: A(I).

Readings at Mass

First reading Isaiah 7:10-14
The maiden is with child

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for
yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights
above. ‘No, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test’
Then Isaiah said:
‘Listen now, House of David:
are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men
without trying the patience of my God, too?
The Lord himself, therefore,
will give you a sign.
It is this: the maiden is with child
and will soon give birth to a son
whom she will call Immanuel,
a name which means “God-is-with-us.”

Gospel Matthew 1:18-24
How Jesus Christ came to be born

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with
child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of
honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her
informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived
what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you
must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people
from their sins. Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’



When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to
do: he took his wife to his home.



Sunday 25 December 2022

First reading
A Son is given to us

The people that walked in darkness

has seen a great light;

on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.

You have made their gladness greater,

you have made their joy increase;

they rejoice in your presence

as men rejoice at harvest time,

as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils.

For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,

the rod of his oppressor,

these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,

every cloak rolled in blood,

is burnt,

and consumed by fire.

For there is a child born for us,

a son given to us

and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.

Wide is his dominion

in a peace that has no end,

for the throne of David

and for his royal power,

which he establishes and makes secure
in justice and integrity.

From this time onwards and for ever,

the jealous love of the Lord of Hosts will do this.

Isaiah 9:1-7



Second reading Titus 2:11-14
God's grace has been revealed to the whole human race

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for the
whole human race and taught us that what we have to do is to give up
everything that does not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we
must be self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this
present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing which will
come with the Appearing of the glory of our great God and saviour
Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from all
wickedness and to purify a people so that it could be his very own and
would have no ambition except to do good.

Gospel Luke 2:1-14
'In the town of David a saviour has been born to you'

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be
taken. This census — the first — took place while Quirinius was governor
of Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph
set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea,
to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House
and line, in order to be registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who
was with child. While they were there the time came for her to have her
child, and she gave birth to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room
for them at the inn.

In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the
fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks during the night. The
angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone
round them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be afraid.
Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole
people. Today in the town of David a saviour has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. And suddenly with the angel
there was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and singing:
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.



Gospel

The Word was made flesh, and lived among us

In the beginning was the Word:

and the Word was with God

and the Word was God.

He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things came to be,

not one thing had its being but through him.
All that came to be had life in him

and that life was the light of men,

a light that shines in the dark,

a light that darkness could not overpower.

A man came, sent by God.

His name was John.

He came as a witness,

as a witness to speak for the light,

so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,

only a witness to speak for the light.

The Word was the true light

that enlightens all men;

and he was coming into the world.

He was in the world

that had its being through him,

and the world did not know him.

He came to his own domain

and his own people did not accept him.

But to all who did accept him

he gave power to become children of God,
to all who believe in the name of him

who was born not out of human stock

or urge of the flesh

or will of man

but of God himself.

The Word was made flesh,

he lived among us,

and we saw his glory,

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father,
full of grace and truth.

John appears as his witness. He proclaims:
“This is the one of whom I said:

He who comes after me ranks before me
because he existed before me’

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received —
yes, grace in return for grace,

since, though the Law was given through Moses,
grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God,;

John 1:1-18



it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.



