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Q.1 Discuss the scope and need of elementary education in Pakistan. 

Answer 

Elementary education plays a crucial role in shaping the future of a 

country by  providing a strong foundation for children's learning and 

development. This is  particularly true in a country like Pakistan, where 

the provision of quality education is  essential for the progress of 

society.   

To begin with, the scope of elementary education in Pakistan refers to 

the age group of  5-12 years, covering grades 1 to 5. This level of 

education is considered the foundation  for higher education and 

prepares children for further learning. It is during this stage  that children 

develop their cognitive, social, emotional, and physical skills, which are  

crucial for their overall development.  

 



 

However, despite the significance of elementary education, Pakistan 

faces several  challenges in ensuring its provision to all children. The 

first and foremost challenge is  the issue of access. According to the 

Pakistan Education Statistics report, around 22.8  million children were 

out of school in 2019, with a significant gender disparity. This  means 

that a large number of children are deprived of their right to education,  

hindering their chances of a prosperous future.  

To address this challenge, the government of Pakistan has launched 

various initiatives  such as the National Education Policy (NEP) 2021, 

aiming to increase enrollment rates  and reduce dropout rates. 

Additionally, the government has introduced programs like  the Prime 

Minister's Education Reform Program and the Ehsaas Education 

Stipend   

Program, which provide financial support to children from low-income 

families,  encouraging their enrollment in schools.  

Moreover, quality is another crucial aspect of elementary education in 

Pakistan. While  access to education is important, ensuring the provision 

of quality education is equally  vital. Unfortunately, the quality of 

education in Pakistan's elementary schools remains  a major concern. 

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2019 revealed that  only 

56% of grade 5 students could read a grade 2 level text in Urdu or their 

 



 

regional  language. Similarly, the report highlighted that only 49% of 

grade 5 students could  solve a two-digit subtraction problem.  

To improve the quality of education, the government must focus on 

several factors.  Firstly, teacher training and professional development 

programs need to be  strengthened to enhance their teaching skills. 

Teachers should be equipped with  modern teaching techniques, 

strategies, and resources to create an environment  conducive to 

learning. Additionally, a standardized curriculum needs to be developed  

that ensures a balanced and comprehensive education for students.  

The curriculum in elementary education should not only focus on 

academic subjects  but also emphasize moral, social, and emotional 

development. In this regard,  Pakistan's curriculum lacks a holistic 

approach, often neglecting critical areas such as  critical thinking, 

problem-solving skills, and values-based education. Incorporating  these 

aspects into the curriculum will better prepare children to face 

real-world  challenges and contribute positively to society.  

Another significant challenge in the provision of elementary education 

in Pakistan is  the lack of infrastructure and facilities. Many schools in 

rural areas are deprived of  basic amenities like proper classrooms, clean 

drinking water, and functional toilets.  Additionally, a shortage of 

qualified teachers in rural areas further exacerbates the  problem. The 

government needs to invest in building and upgrading school  

 



 

infrastructure, ensuring that all schools have adequate facilities to create 

a conducive  learning environment.  

Furthermore, the issue of poverty and child labor also hampers the scope 

of elementary  education in Pakistan. Many children, particularly those 

belonging to disadvantaged  socio-economic backgrounds, are forced to 

work to contribute to their family's income.  This deprives them of their 

right to education and perpetuates a cycle of poverty. The  government 

needs to implement and enforce laws against child labor, while also  

providing support to families living in poverty to ensure their children 

can access  quality education.  

 

In conclusion, elementary education in Pakistan holds immense 

importance in shaping  the future of the country. However, several 

challenges, including access, quality,  curriculum, and infrastructure, 

need to be addressed for effective provision of  education. The 

government, in collaboration with relevant stakeholders, must prioritize  

investment in education, develop robust policies, improve teacher 

training programs,  enhance curriculum, and address socio-economic 

barriers to ensure that every child in  Pakistan has access to quality 

elementary education. Only then can Pakistan harness  the potential of 

its young population and pave the way for progress and development.  

 



 

Q.2 Discuss the role of textbook at elementary level education in 

different  countries.  

Answer: 

The role of textbooks in elementary level education varies significantly 

across  different countries. Textbooks serve as important resources for 

both teachers and  students, providing structured content and guidance 

for learning. They can shape the  curriculum, pedagogy, and student 

learning experiences. However, the specific role of  textbooks at the 

elementary level is influenced by various factors, such as educational  

policies, cultural context, and the availability of resources.   

To begin with, textbooks play a crucial role in providing a standardized 

curriculum  across different schools in many countries. They act as a 

guide for teachers, ensuring  that key concepts and skills are covered 

consistently. For example, in countries like the  United States and 

Canada, textbooks are often aligned with national or state  curriculum 

standards. These standards outline the essential knowledge and skills 

that  students should acquire at each grade level. Textbooks are designed 

to incorporate  these standards and provide a structured sequence of 

content to ensure that students are  exposed to a comprehensive set of 

learning objectives.  

 



 

In addition to providing a standardized curriculum, textbooks also serve 

as a primary  source of information in many countries. They consolidate 

a vast amount of  knowledge into an easily accessible format, making it 

more practical for teachers and  students to study a wide range of 

subjects. Textbooks typically present information in  a concise and 

organized manner, allowing students to grasp complex concepts more  

effectively. Moreover, textbooks often include examples, illustrations, 

and exercises to  enhance understanding and application of the content. 

This organized presentation of  information enables teachers to follow a 

well-structured teaching plan, ensuring that  all necessary topics are 

covered.  

 

Furthermore, textbooks often reflect cultural and societal values, 

considering the  sociocultural context of the country. In many countries, 

textbooks incorporate content  that represents the cultural, historical, and 

social aspects of their society. This  inclusion allows students to develop 

a sense of national identity, fostering a connection  between their 

education and the larger cultural context. For instance, textbooks in  

Japan commonly include stories, poems, and historical events that reflect 

Japanese  culture, helping students to develop a deeper understanding of 

their country's heritage.  

 



 

However, it is important to acknowledge that textbooks can also 

perpetuate bias or  reflect a particular perspective. In some countries, 

textbooks may present a narrow and  one-sided view of historical events, 

omitting or distorting certain facts. This can lead  to a limited and biased 

understanding of certain topics. For example, textbooks in  some 

countries may downplay or exclude discussions on sensitive political or 

social  issues. Therefore, educators and policymakers must critically 

evaluate the content of  textbooks to ensure a balanced and inclusive 

representation of diverse perspectives.  

Moreover, the design and layout of textbooks can significantly impact 

their  effectiveness in facilitating student learning. In recent years, there 

has been a shift  towards more interactive and visually appealing 

textbooks, incorporating elements  such as colorful illustrations, 

photographs, and multimedia resources. These design  elements aim to 

engage and motivate students, making the learning experience more  

enjoyable and accessible. Additionally, textbooks now often include 

interactive  activities and exercises to encourage active learning and 

critical thinking. This shift  towards more interactive textbook design 

aligns with pedagogical approaches that  emphasize student-centered 

learning and the development of 21st-century skills.  

However, the availability and quality of textbooks vary greatly across 

countries,  posing a significant challenge to their effective use. In some 

 



 

low-income countries, the  lack of resources and infrastructure may 

result in inadequate access to textbooks. This  limited access undermines 

the potential of textbooks to provide a standardized  curriculum and 

equal learning opportunities for all students. Additionally, even in  

countries with sufficient resources, outdated or poorly written textbooks 

can hinder  student learning. Outdated content may fail to reflect current 

knowledge or may  present inaccurate information. Similarly, poorly 

written textbooks, with unclear  explanations or errors, can confuse 

students and undermine their learning progress.  

Furthermore, the pace of technological advancement has opened new 

avenues for  accessing and utilizing educational resources, potentially 

reducing the reliance on  traditional textbooks. Online resources, 

interactive learning platforms, and digital  educational materials offer 

dynamic and personalized learning experiences. These   

 

digital resources can provide real-time updates and multimedia content, 

making the  learning process more engaging and relevant. However, the 

integration of digital  resources in elementary level education varies 

across countries due to differing levels  of technological infrastructure, 

access to devices, and digital literacy of teachers and  students. Hence, 

while digital resources hold great potential, the transition from  

traditional textbooks to digital platforms needs to be implemented 

 



 

thoughtfully, taking  into consideration the specific needs and contexts 

of each country.  

In conclusion, textbooks play a vital role in shaping elementary level 

education across  different countries. They provide a standardized 

curriculum, consolidate knowledge,  and reflect cultural values. 

Furthermore, the design and content of textbooks are  evolving to align 

with student-centered and interactive learning approaches. However,  

challenges such as limited access to resources, biased content, and 

outdated materials  need to be addressed to ensure the effective use of 

textbooks. Moreover, the growing  potential of digital resources presents 

opportunities for enhanced learning experiences,  but their integration 

needs to be carefully implemented.  

Q.3 Examine the role of Piaget’s theory of cognitive development to 

achieve the objectives at elementary level.  

Answer: 

Piaget’s theory of cognitive development is a widely accepted and 

influential  framework for understanding how children develop their 

cognitive abilities. This  theory, developed by Swiss psychologist Jean 

Piaget, suggests that children progress  through distinct stages of 

cognitive development, each characterized by specific ways  of thinking 

and understanding the world. Piaget’s theory has important implications  

 



 

for education, particularly at the elementary level, as it provides insights 

into how  children learn and how teachers can facilitate their cognitive 

development.  

Piaget identified four stages of cognitive development: the sensorimotor 

stage, the  preoperational stage, the concrete operational stage, and the 

formal operational stage.  Each stage is characterized by distinct 

cognitive abilities and limitations. In the  sensorimotor stage (birth to 

two years), children experience the world through their  senses and 

actions. They develop object permanence and learn to coordinate their  

sensory experiences with their motor actions. In the preoperational stage 

(two to seven  years), children use symbols to represent objects and 

events, but their thinking is still  egocentric and lacks logical operations. 

In the concrete operational stage (seven to  eleven years), children can 

think logically about concrete objects and events but   

 

struggle with abstract reasoning. Finally, in the formal operational stage 

(eleven years  and older), adolescents can reason abstractly and think 

systematically.  

The objectives at the elementary level are related to children’s 

intellectual, social,  emotional, and physical development. Piaget’s 

 



 

theory of cognitive development  provides valuable insights into each of 

these areas and helps educators design  appropriate instructional 

strategies.  

In terms of intellectual development, Piaget’s theory emphasizes the 

importance of  active learning and hands-on experiences. According to 

Piaget, children construct their  own knowledge through their 

interactions with the environment, and teachers can  facilitate this 

process by providing opportunities for exploration and discovery. At the  

elementary level, teachers can design activities that engage children in 

hands-on  learning, such as science experiments, art projects, and 

role-playing. These activities  not only promote intellectual development 

but also enhance children’s problem solving skills and creativity.  

Piaget’s theory also highlights the importance of scaffolding and 

providing appropriate  levels of support to promote children’s cognitive 

development. In the preoperational  stage, for example, children’s 

thinking is characterized by egocentrism and lack of  logical operations. 

To help children overcome these limitations, teachers can use  

scaffolding techniques, such as asking guiding questions, providing 

concrete  examples, and breaking tasks into smaller steps. By scaffolding 

children’s thinking,  teachers can help them develop more advanced 

cognitive abilities, such as  conservation, classification, and seriation.  

 



 

Piaget’s theory also has implications for social and emotional 

development. According  to Piaget, children’s cognitive and social 

development are closely intertwined, and  social interactions play a 

crucial role in promoting cognitive growth. At the elementary  level, 

teachers can foster social development by creating a supportive 

classroom  environment that encourages collaboration, communication, 

and cooperation. Group  projects, cooperative learning activities, and 

peer tutoring are effective strategies for  promoting social interaction and 

enhancing children’s cognitive development.  

Moreover, Piaget’s theory emphasizes that children’s cognitive 

development is  influenced by their social and cultural contexts. 

Children construct their understanding  of the world based on their 

interactions with others and their cultural experiences. At  the 

elementary level, teachers can promote cultural diversity and inclusivity 

by  incorporating diverse perspectives, experiences, and resources into 

the curriculum. By   

 

exposing children to different cultures and viewpoints, teachers can 

enrich their  cognitive development and help them develop empathy and 

tolerance.  

 



 

Physical development is another important aspect of elementary 

education, and  Piaget’s theory has implications for this area as well. 

According to Piaget, children’s  cognitive development is closely linked 

to their motor development. As children  interact with their environment 

and manipulate objects, they develop cognitive  structures and learn new 

concepts. At the elementary level, teachers can promote  physical 

development by incorporating hands-on activities, outdoor play, and 

physical  education into the curriculum. These activities not only 

enhance children’s gross and  fine motor skills but also support their 

cognitive development.  

While Piaget’s theory of cognitive development offers valuable insights 

into children’s  learning and development, it is important to note that it 

has its limitations. Some critics  argue that Piaget underestimated 

children’s abilities and that cognitive development is  more continuous 

and overlapping than he proposed. Others criticize Piaget’s theory for  

being too focused on individual development and neglecting the 

influence of social  and cultural factors. Despite these criticisms, 

Piaget’s theory continues to be  influential in education, and many of its 

concepts and principles are still relevant at the  elementary level.  

In conclusion, Piaget’s theory of cognitive development provides a 

valuable  framework for understanding how children learn and develop 

their cognitive abilities.  At the elementary level, Piaget’s theory can 

 



 

help educators achieve their objectives by  guiding instructional 

strategies that promote active learning, scaffolding, social  interaction, 

and physical development. By incorporating Piaget’s insights into their  

teaching practices, elementary teachers can create engaging and 

developmentally  appropriate learning environments that support 

children’s intellectual, social,  emotional, and physical growth.  

Q.4 Enlist the subjects of elementary level in Pakistan and also 

highlight the  purpose of each subject (why to teach, how to teach).  

Answer: 

Subject: English  

Purpose: The purpose of teaching English at the elementary level in 

Pakistan is to  develop students' language skills, including reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening.  English is a global language, and 

equipping students with proficiency in English  enhances their ability to 

communicate effectively in today's interconnected world.   

 

Moreover, English language proficiency is a significant requirement for 

higher  education and future employment opportunities.   

Teaching Approach: In order to effectively teach English at the 

elementary level in  Pakistan, it is important to adopt a balanced 

 



 

approach that encompasses all language  skills. This can be achieved 

through a combination of interactive classroom activities,  reading 

exercises, writing tasks, listening comprehensions, and speaking 

practice.  Teachers must create an English-rich environment, 

incorporating visuals, multimedia,  and real-life examples to make 

language learning more engaging and relevant.  

Subject: Mathematics  

Purpose: The purpose of teaching mathematics at the elementary level in 

Pakistan is to  develop students' logical reasoning, problem-solving 

skills, and mathematical fluency.  Mathematics is a fundamental subject 

that lays the foundation for various disciplines,  including science, 

technology, engineering, and finance. It also promotes critical  thinking, 

analytical skills, and precision in calculations.  

Teaching Approach: Mathematics should be taught using a combination 

of theoretical  explanations, hands-on activities, and real-world 

applications. Teachers should  emphasize conceptual understanding 

rather than rote memorization. Utilizing  manipulatives, visual aids, and 

technology can help students grasp abstract concepts  more easily. 

Additionally, encouraging students to work collaboratively on problem  

solving tasks fosters a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts.  

Subject: Urdu  

 



 

Purpose: The purpose of teaching Urdu at the elementary level in 

Pakistan is to  develop students' literacy skills in their national language. 

Urdu is the medium of  instruction for various subjects and holds 

cultural and national significance.  Proficiency in Urdu enables students 

to understand and appreciate their heritage, as  well as effectively 

communicate with fellow citizens.  

Teaching Approach: Teaching Urdu should focus on developing 

students' reading,  writing, listening, and speaking skills. Teachers 

should employ interactive and  contextual learning methods that engage 

students in meaningful language activities.  This can include storytelling, 

role-playing, poetry recitation, and creative writing  exercises. The use 

of multimedia resources and literature can enhance students'  vocabulary, 

comprehension, and language fluency.  

Subject: Science  

Purpose: The purpose of teaching science at the elementary level in 

Pakistan is to  promote scientific literacy, curiosity, and critical thinking. 

Science education lays the  foundation for understanding the natural 

world, fostering an interest in scientific  discovery, and cultivating future 

scientists and innovators.  

Teaching Approach: Science teaching should be inquiry-based, 

encouraging students  to explore and investigate scientific concepts 

through hands-on experiments,  observation, and analysis. Teachers 

 



 

should facilitate discussions, encourage questions,  and guide students in 

making connections between scientific principles and real-life  

phenomena. Utilizing laboratory equipment, models, multimedia 

resources, and field  trips can provide students with practical experiences 

and enhance their conceptual  understanding of scientific concepts.  

Subject: Social Studies  

Purpose: The purpose of teaching social studies at the elementary level 

in Pakistan is  to develop students' understanding of their society, 

culture, history, geography, and  civic responsibilities. Social studies 

education promotes national identity, cultural  diversity, and social 

cohesion. It also equips students with knowledge and skills  necessary 

for active citizenship.  

Teaching Approach: Social studies should be taught using a 

multidisciplinary  approach, integrating various subjects such as history, 

geography, civics, and  economics. Teachers should employ a 

combination of storytelling, maps, charts,  primary and secondary 

sources, debates, and role-playing to make social studies  lessons 

engaging and relevant. Encouraging students to conduct research and  

participate in community projects fosters critical thinking, empathy, and 

a sense of  social responsibility.  

Subject: Islamic Studies/Ethics  

 



 

Purpose: The purpose of teaching Islamic Studies/Ethics at the 

elementary level in  Pakistan is to develop students' moral values, ethical 

conduct, and knowledge of  Islamic teachings. Islamic Studies education 

helps students understand their religious  beliefs, practices, and fosters 

ethical habits, social responsibility, and empathy towards  others.  

Teaching Approach: Islamic Studies/Ethics should emphasize both 

theoretical  knowledge and practical application of Islamic teachings. 

Teachers should promote a  positive classroom environment that respects 

religious diversity and encourages open  discussions. Utilizing 

age-appropriate texts, narratives, and real-life examples, teachers   

can facilitate students' understanding of Islamic values and their 

practical application  in daily life. Additionally, incorporating moral 

stories, group activities, and  community service projects can cultivate 

empathy, moral reasoning, and ethical  behavior.  

In conclusion, the subjects taught at the elementary level in Pakistan 

serve different  purposes, ranging from language proficiency to 

foundational knowledge, scientific  literacy, cultural understanding, and 

ethical development. Adopting interactive and  contextual teaching 

methods that cater to diverse learning styles, emphasizing practical  

application and critical thinking, and leveraging technology and 

multimedia resources  can enhance students' engagement and 

comprehension in these subjects.  

 



 

Q.5 Discuss the nature and scope of drill method in elementary 

teaching. Also highlight its limitation in Pakistan.  

Answer: 

The drill method is a teaching technique commonly used in elementary 

education to  help students acquire and reinforce foundational skills and 

knowledge. It involves  repetitive practice and systematic repetition of 

concepts, facts, or skills. This method is  particularly effective in 

subjects such as mathematics, spelling, and phonics. While it  has 

benefits in terms of developing automaticity and mastery, there are also 

limitations  to its effectiveness, particularly in the context of Pakistan's 

education system.  

The drill method's nature and scope in elementary teaching encompass 

several key  aspects. Firstly, it aims to provide students with regular and 

structured opportunities  for practice, allowing them to internalize 

knowledge and skills through repetition. This  method relies on the 

principle of repetition, enabling students to gradually improve  their 

accuracy and speed in performing tasks. For example, in mathematics, 

drill  exercises might involve solving multiple equations or practicing 

multiplication tables  repeatedly.  

Furthermore, the drill method can be applied to various subject areas and 

topics. In  mathematics, it can be used to practice arithmetic operations, 

 



 

geometric concepts, or  algebraic equations. In language arts, it can 

focus on spelling, vocabulary, or grammar  rules. In science, drills can 

involve memorizing scientific facts or conducting basic  experiments. 

The method's versatility allows teachers to adapt it to specific learning  

objectives and individual student needs.  

One significant advantage of the drill method is that it promotes 

automaticity. With  consistent practice, students can develop automatic 

responses to specific tasks,   

allowing them to perform them quickly, effortlessly, and accurately. This 

automaticity  frees up cognitive resources for higher-order thinking and 

problem-solving. For  example, once students have mastered addition 

and subtraction facts through drill  exercises, they can apply these skills 

to more complex mathematical problems without  spending significant 

mental effort on basic calculations.  

Moreover, the drill method helps in consolidating knowledge and skills. 

Through  repetitive practice, students reinforce their learning, increasing 

the chances of long term retention. This consolidation is vital in building 

a strong foundation for future  learning. For instance, in reading, drill 

exercises can focus on recognizing sight words  or decoding phonetic 

patterns, helping students develop fluency and comprehension.  

However, the drill method also has certain limitations, particularly when 

applied  within the Pakistani education system. Firstly, it primarily 

 



 

focuses on memorization  and rote learning. While some level of 

memorization is essential, an overemphasis on  memorization can hinder 

critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity, which are  crucial for 

students' overall development. Education systems should strive for a  

balance between memorization and promoting higher-order thinking 

skills.  

Additionally, the drill method may lead to surface-level learning rather 

than deep  comprehension. By primarily focusing on repetitive practice, 

students may become  proficient in completing specific tasks without 

fully understanding the underlying  concepts. This shallow learning can 

hinder students' ability to apply knowledge to real  

life situations or tackle complex problems effectively.  

Furthermore, the drill method can be monotonous and demotivating for 

students,  leading to disengagement and reduced interest in learning. 

Students may perceive the  continuous repetition as tedious, hindering 

their intrinsic motivation to acquire  knowledge and skills. This lack of 

engagement can limit their overall learning  experience and hinder their 

academic progress.  

Another limitation of the drill method in Pakistan is its potential 

exacerbation of  educational inequalities. The reliance on rote learning 

and repetitive practice may  disadvantage students who learn differently 

or have limited access to educational  resources. Students who struggle 

 



 

with memorization or are unable to afford  supplemental materials may 

fall behind their peers, widening the educational gap. The  drill method's 

standardized nature may not adequately address the diverse learning  

needs and abilities within a classroom.  

Moreover, the drill method's effectiveness can be hindered by large class 

sizes and  limited teacher-student interaction in the Pakistani context. In 

overcrowded   

classrooms, it becomes challenging for teachers to provide 

individualized attention or  feedback. This lack of personalization can 

impede students' progress and limit the  effectiveness of drill exercises. 

Additionally, teachers may struggle to adequately  assess students' 

understanding and progress due to time constraints, further reducing  the 

method's efficacy.  

In conclusion, the drill method is a prevalent technique in elementary 

teaching,  focusing on repetitive practice to enhance students' knowledge 

and skills. While it has  advantages such as promoting automaticity and 

consolidating learning, there are  limitations to its effectiveness in 

Pakistan. These limitations include an overemphasis  on rote learning, 

potential shallow comprehension, demotivation, exacerbation of  

educational inequalities, and challenges in large class sizes. To 

overcome these  limitations, educators in Pakistan should strive for a 

balanced approach, integrating the  drill method with other pedagogical 

 



 

strategies that foster critical thinking, problem solving, and student 

engagement. Additionally, efforts should be made to personalize  

teaching and provide support to students with diverse learning needs.  

 

 


