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Imperialism Unit Vocabulary 
Terms:  Assimilate, Berlin Conference, Colony, Exploit, Globalization, Imperialism, Independence, 
Open Door Policy,Protectorate,Social Darwinism, Sphere of Influence, White Man’s Burden 

Term Definition Cartoon # & Reasoning 

 A policy of extending a country's power and 
influence over other areas through 
government or military force.  

 

 An area under the complete control of 
another country and settlers from the 
mother country come to the colony to live. 

 

 A region in which a  foreign nation has 
control over trade and other activities (the 
area does not officially belong to another 
country). 

 

 A country that is independent (sovereign), 
but under the protection of another 
country (military). 

 

 A meeting in 1884-1885 at which 
representatives of European nations agreed 
upon rules for the European colonization of 
Africa. 

 

 A policy in which a nation forces or 
encourages a subjected people to adopt its 
institutions and customs. 

 

 The supposed responsibility of the white 
race to provide care for their non-white 
subjects. 

 

 The application of Charles Darwin's ideas 
about evolution and "survival of the fittest" 
to human societies. Made the claim that 
some races are biologically superior to 
others. 

 

 



 

 The act of making some area of land or 
water more profitable or productive or 
useful. 

 

 The policy of granting equal trade 
opportunities to all countries. 

 

 A process by which regional economies, 
societies, and cultures have become 
integrated through a global network of 
communication, transportation, and trade. 

 

 People and/or businesses depending on or 
helping each other. 

 

 
MAKE A PREDICTION: Using what you have learned from the vocab in this unit, make some predictions 
about what we will cover in this unit.  
 

I predict that… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAKE YOUR OWN CARTOON: Draw your own political cartoon that explains what imperialism is. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


