
From: Robert K. Elder <robertkelder@gmail.com>​
 Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 1:57 PM​
 To: Joanna Kolosov <jkolosov@sonomalibrary.org>​
 Subject: Diary and Letter Archive project / Public Library Archives and Special Collections 
Section at the SAA Conference 

  

Hello Joanna -- 

  

Thanks for taking time with me on the phone just now! Again, I'm reaching out on the advice of 
Hannah Stryker at the Society of American Archivists.  

  

I'm writing to ask if there's a way for me to present to or interact with your Public Library 
Archives/Special Collections Section in August at the SAA Conference.  

Here's a boilerplate about my project and what we're doing: 

I’m teaming up with some friends—diary historian Sally Ivey McNamara, author Babbette 
Hines, playwright/performer David Kodeski, and one private massive collector—and we are 
pooling our collections of diaries, letters, and photographs from everyday people from the 1700s 
to the present. We are looking for a home for them, but we also have slightly larger ambitions. 

  

In short, we’d like to create a public diary and letter archive, where people can send in materials. 
Last year, The Atlantic wrote about Sally and touched on our efforts to establish a national diary 
archive. Part of the initial donation would not only be our own materials, but also my ownership 
of the URLs diaryarchive.com, diaryarchive.org, letterarchive.com, and letterarchive.org. 
​
 (This isn’t without precedent, as the United Kingdom has the Great Diary Project, housed at 
Bishopsgate Institute in London. Two of its patrons include actors Michael Palin and Stephen 
Fry.) 
  
We have been rescuing these historical items from estate sales, flea markets, garage sales, and 
even dumpsters. Not only do they reveal the rich inner lives of people who are not famous, but 
many also give us on-the-ground, first-person perspectives from important points in history. We 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.sallysdiaries.com%2fabout-sally&c=E,1,mG8s_ChcBUUCxUC7i2XIGMxWVD7-hqKLrs0IGoTKkQ-nzmM4uUuieacNTgViLiObtTSUcK-SZ2P3cXqQfUcjr0KI_TE6K1cL2hM7MIRzziMqeQ,,&typo=1
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Letters-Lost-Babbette-Hines/dp/B000W7M2PM
https://www.amazon.com/Love-Letters-Lost-Babbette-Hines/dp/B000W7M2PM
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2003-12-10-0312090447-story.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2022/11/read-strangers-diary-book/672199/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fdiaryarchive.com%2f&c=E,1,vxXC5kErVj_LCilsuR4CttfAENVCi6L9yjEo_y8jDtBrAUKP_E7QLlaGHBhKM07G0CNV6nO9aEke3MX2GKWGy-bx8OCKiEOTfqU8aQfKzQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fdiaryarchive.org%2f&c=E,1,7HNvVZZd0psiB_PCDtu-8zkzFP9PbrjdUTDyOfRnmFr56FKIRhZx_QMGtbe6Xd2GvGs_pbNRtxmkjX7lZHytgmE0wfRhnCaAdh45KqR46tDHIrE_auKHP4FPrSI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fletterarchive.com%2f&c=E,1,BO8FiMFyZMDNNiQ4tVOy-1MY191JZku8GNTHxBiBMFnJjD9ZZQsrWx2_hjHBYWXZY-Bz_cewPBlWn2ehzth1HIYosGSvNoiWKb_d6CKUFZYSQPnL5Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fletterarchive.org%2f&c=E,1,cQ9VnYeTsmld6KuPP6-zesopM_-GHWAi5S94zvr1A7M8GyYDGmBE0BnSY5DvARnL4m4LvjIfCEE43f_qBQn82ScFnlwUwMuuzd3EZNvlLo0E&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.thegreatdiaryproject.co.uk%2f&c=E,1,e6ZsMQcS5YeRIF-49wpFCBMTn1Ukq6QpmeLTSZSYmECBAajibRMIe8mtZhi-vLJFfR7PvvtIPs4sZ0hKWWq18holLxbyk_VSj3DgNJd4x5abZj5rVH834Sb5kw,,&typo=1


feel it’s important that these voices and experiences not get lost. With email and photos on our 
phones, this is perhaps the last generation to use paper for letters and diaries—and it’s important 
to preserve this history.  
  
You can watch Sally’s TEDx Talk about what she learned from reading 10,000 dairies:​
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIopFzbIPJw 
  
Or listen to a radio version of David’s play based on a Chicago woman’s diary: 
https://www.npr.org/2003/12/25/1569527/tales-from-a-diary-another-lousy-day 
​
 Read about a letter from my collection here.​
 
https://thebulletin.org/2022/04/wwii-letter-contains-parallels-with-russias-attack-on-ukrainian-ci
vilians/#post-heading 
  
Or read my interview with Babbette in the Chicago Tribune: 
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2005-02-09-0502090262-story.html 
  
We’re just in the initial planning stages and are not exactly sure what obstacles we will face. 
Ultimately, we'd like to find the right partner(s) and the right institutional home. I'm hoping that 
your section might provide us with some opportunities to talk about what we're doing, get advice 
and maybe even find a few partners.  
  

What do you think?​
​
 Best, 
  

Rob 

  

-- 

http://www.robertkelder.com 

http://hemingwayincomics.com/​
 https://www.gilbertwilsonmobydick.com/​
 http://www.mixtapeofmylife.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIopFzbIPJw
https://www.npr.org/2003/12/25/1569527/tales-from-a-diary-another-lousy-day
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fthebulletin.org%2f2022%2f04%2fwwii-letter-contains-parallels-with-russias-attack-on-ukrainian-civilians%2f%23post-heading&c=E,1,mmiDNRs7vkxhEzzEhg1XHn7Kl94zOiOULc60R2Qkgv5M8ShryCSvc4h-hnK05KU7W7_Fld6OOMgoLBHn2-3fHTY1DIVwr78lEc6P-0J7&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fthebulletin.org%2f2022%2f04%2fwwii-letter-contains-parallels-with-russias-attack-on-ukrainian-civilians%2f%23post-heading&c=E,1,mmiDNRs7vkxhEzzEhg1XHn7Kl94zOiOULc60R2Qkgv5M8ShryCSvc4h-hnK05KU7W7_Fld6OOMgoLBHn2-3fHTY1DIVwr78lEc6P-0J7&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fthebulletin.org%2f2022%2f04%2fwwii-letter-contains-parallels-with-russias-attack-on-ukrainian-civilians%2f%23post-heading&c=E,1,mmiDNRs7vkxhEzzEhg1XHn7Kl94zOiOULc60R2Qkgv5M8ShryCSvc4h-hnK05KU7W7_Fld6OOMgoLBHn2-3fHTY1DIVwr78lEc6P-0J7&typo=1
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2005-02-09-0502090262-story.html
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.robertkelder.com&c=E,1,yiCJMLsVavK-DHAvjaTPQeHEd8zAoJLW6GSVx86UDFnKFO6OYH0XBKgpVxMmOAVoJkXSvLpT08YS2e7gE_xZx0zHh0hnKD81hFCQTxpVGJkyxETL2hymVGfPGg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fhemingwayincomics.com%2f&c=E,1,22w6WfeLGw9iQKDCJZ9qWmoY8h5l4i4vZbUIudoZPsT9njsXWngVZ2508S61_dAZCA8h7EBSWAxmiiZIQHZng4tBIEyY82FXzyFUOA9u-8D2YqZjvg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gilbertwilsonmobydick.com%2f&c=E,1,9--GQi0njHkkuaVRiPOLg-krxH03FC2UwzBNy9iNQD8NXUlAcVCgUpjbq66FFZC3SmwpXp3-2UN9qRXF2UwiVDQwPtbw9llGKdOhriJZ&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.mixtapeofmylife.com%2f&c=E,1,sfCinv8epXDXo3QcoyGNM1jnjD60hHy6M9wQCveU8InviZUsL-oER7MyNRYJwNqr7-o_uj4XzcHLd-3_zYRADef-kq_z_I8aKUmxHii_qu9ub7w0CS70jAs31Aqs&typo=1


http://www.hiddenhemingway.com/ 

http://lastwordsoftheexecuted.com/ 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.hiddenhemingway.com%2f&c=E,1,vKweqbB59UCz5uekZqWd6jCf8s4fVSVq2IPgAYZCaXO2kU3nxGccQnlfOhBkiVBXk4kwyUZrHOZERB7JdnW3MsteiQoj2Jutz1x-1hrxYw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2flastwordsoftheexecuted.com%2f&c=E,1,VPhhI43IHGG5X4tMyFOhBVOPO6C529LbZiaKYd8Plkz4UKMZsZK5REYC53B5P6YXSRm7lJn31ysv1-B7-HvmcLKZ3EXdjP5_PUGRLU2mKWheH04HgQ,,&typo=1

