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Grading Grid (The overall grade is determined through the mastery model of assessment. Flood matrix as appropriate.) 

Grade Descriptors and 
Criteria Refer Pass Merit Distinction 

Assessment commentary 
Commentary must be relevant to, and consistent with, the 

requirements of theassessment criteria and grade standards. 
Where achievement isn’t reached assessors must clarify why. 

Research  
2.1 Identify research sources.  
2.2 Use research activity to 
develop ideas in support of an art 
and design project.  
2.3 Assess the value and 
effectiveness of research 
material to develop ideas in 
support of an art and design 
project.  

Insufficient research and 
investigation evidenced. 
Little or no information 
from relevant sources 
used to inform ideas.  
 

Sufficient research and 
investigation of 
relevant sources, 
information used to 
inform ideas.  
 

Thorough research and 
investigation of relevant 
sources, coherent use of 
information used to 
inform and develop ideas.  
 

Thorough and sustained 
research and investigation of 
relevant sources. 
Accomplished and considered 
interpretation of information 
used to inform, develop and 
extend ideas.  
 

 

Planning and Production 
1.1 Identify the parameters for an 
art and design project.  
1.2 Plan and develop an art and 
design project within agreed 
parameters and timescale.  

Ineffective or unrealistic 
planning and poor 
organisation. Task or tasks 
incomplete against 
timescale.  
 

Realistic planning and 
organisation. 
Satisfactory production 
against timescales.  
 

Effective planning, 
organisation and subject 
engagement evidenced. 
Efficient production 
against timescales.  
 

Detailed and effective planning 
and organisation, commitment 
and subject engagement 
evidenced. Substantial 
production against timescales.  
 

 

Practical Skills and 
Presentation 
3.1 Use materials, processes 
and technical skills to produce an 
art and design project within 
agreed parameters and 
timescale.  
3.2 Identify and use professional 
presentation techniques for an 
art and design project.  

Limited use of processes, 
application of skills or 
knowledge demonstrated, 
few or no alternative ideas 
and poor presentation.  
 

Competent 
demonstration of 
processes and 
application of skills and 
knowledge used to 
develop and present 
creative solutions.  
 

Considered and capable 
demonstration of 
processes, application of 
skills and knowledge 
used to develop ideas 
and present creative 
solutions.  
 

Accomplished demonstration 
of processes, skills and 
knowledge used to develop 
alternative ideas and present 
creative solutions.  
  

 



Evaluation and Reflection 
4.1 Assess an art and design 
project against identified 
parameters and timescale.  

Inadequate evaluation or 
insufficient evidence of on 
going assessment of ideas 
limiting progress and 
development.  

Sufficient evaluation 
with evidence of on 
going assessment of 
ideas used to inform 
progress and 
development.  

Effective evaluation 
clearly communicated 
and applied to make 
reasoned decisions and 
inform the development 
of ideas.  

Perceptive evaluation and 
interpretation, demonstrating 
clarity in thinking and decision 
making used to inform and 
progress ideas.  

 

 
 

Additional notes: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


