PUBLIC CHARGE: STARTING THE CONVERSATION

Examples

"I will not write your immigralion status in the
medical record. Only health-related issues will be

recorded.”
- Start with Open-Ended Questions “Many of our patients have concems surrounding topics such as food,
- Provide Reassurance housing, health care access, and immigration. We ask all of our patients
- Contextualize if they have concems refated to these topics so that we can help them
- Explain your motive connect with resources. Do you have any concemns?”

“Many people are going through similar struggles right now. You are not
alone.”

“These concerns can impact your health. You are safe to express your
concems here.”

"Have you ever had any challenges or difficulty using
public benefits or healthcare services related to
immigration?”

“Can you tell me more about your concemns with using
public benefits/using health care services?"
“Which benefits have you been afraid fo use”

“‘While | cannot give you legal advice, |

can tell you that the public charge rule
does not apply to US citizenship

applications, but does apply to green card
and visa applications. For more advice on
your specific case, please seek legal

counsel. | ean provide you with some
legal resources.”
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