
Trail Construction References 
 
List of Recommended Books 
 
USFS Trail Construction and Maintenance Notebook, 2025 
 
USFS Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives, September 2016 
 
USFS Wetland Trail Design and Construction, 2007 
 
USFS Rigging for Trail Work, August 2024 
 
Alaska State Parks Trail Management Handbook, May 2015 
 
California State Parks Trails Handbook 
 
References authored by Mike Shields: 
 

Trail Design and Layout 
  
Turns: Design and Layout 
 
Trail Drainage Structures & Basic Terrain Hydrology  
 
Trail Treadway Structures 
 
Slope Structures and Trail Stability  
 
Backcountry Stream Crossings 
 
How to Break Rock 
 
Dirt, Water, People, And Trails: Basics for Trail Plans, Design, Construction, and 
Maintenance 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17rrAHFLC7nFrsEWP0EAJSyfVh4Q23Cj7/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=104328991222218446342&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FfTla4nHMmh7DcUOl58Sov61gnGjaCOd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T61BH85rQ1CcWVJ-_Fk1fPXmtT8wh8pm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ORk-3iQQPcDVyjmpC9LghMP9nBQOeX9X/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UIvM7N3fv52RZHafAlWsO6z85cTvDNB3/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qeUJNU7uMaNTmiMcaSrt_IWmy5vCR65X/view?usp=sharing
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29674
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NSsA10TUHbjzOl87HucyxYR2BNLtI2Ln/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vn6Wm9WCQQfQk1PuVjwzSobfgm0p13ad/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QiK7xt6QqqOPGj91hA3_0xCi8v52Hgxe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DFEqfXvm07S82xuiFCvQsQTo4MbrXCG/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NZ5t35T6WSqCxtRKl5WmRSJIjaui1Vhl/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14FqKJVHZhs1Rzlot-XUODHs6QNMxkOAr/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.alaska-trails.org/_files/ugd/5679f1_ab5af15607554d70afa28b58d9f68f0c.pdf

